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Leisure in Indian Tradition: Looking Beyond the West

S.L. Sharma*

Abstract

The paper seeks to advance a case foatibasing the existing paradigm
of leisue studies which has long been dominated by tstdih perspective.
To this end, it pesents a case study of leisum Indian tradition and brings
out its implications for developing a neocompehensive and nuanced
perspective. Conceding that India has had no formal tradition of kisur
discourse, it maintains that theelare some things about the tradition of
leisure in India which “open new windows tugh which to view leisatr.
These include theedic notion of punsarthas, including the categprof
kama, which mvides a clue to the philosophical foundations of l&sur
the notion of anada [bliss] which waamnts rethinking theeceived concept
of leisue as a pleas@-seeking pursuit; and the ages-old tradition of
meditative and contemplative leisun India, signifying explorations into
inner self, which calls for looking beyond theysiling stess in the \akt

on the study of travel and tourism into the outer wokldbove all, some of
the defining featwas of Indian cultw, including its inclination towals
spirituality, transcendence and synthesis, have implicationsefositing
the fallacious dichotomy of work and leisur

The field of leisure studies has long been dominated bWdstern perspective.
This perspective views leisure as typicaliwastern phenomenon and seems to imply that
non-Western societies have had no tradition of leisure nor any conceptionTdfeit.
protagonists of this perspective contend, “Leisure is not a term that can be applied to societies
of the archaic period. Nor was leisure, in the modern sense, to be found in the agrarian
societies of recorded history” [Dumazedier1967:248jey view the phenomenon of
‘modern leisure’ as product of industrial civilisation [de Grazial962; Dumazedier1967]. In
the words of Dumazedigf....leisure has certain traits that are characteristic only of the
civilisation born from the industrial revolution” [1967:298gxtbooks on leisure are also
full of similar observations, as is clear from the following statement of Murphy: “Three out
of these [four] texts viewed leisure as stemming primarily from industrial revolution” [1981:
IX]. A number of other leisure scholars, howewerced the origins of leisure philosophy
to the writings ofAristotle in the city-state of\thens in ancient Greece [Goodley and
Godbey 1988; Cross 1990; Kaus 1989(old 1991]. In either case, thidestern scholarship
locates the origins of leisure and its philosophy iniesst.

*Former Dean, Faculty &rts, Panjab UniversifyChandigarh
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Having prevailed for long, th&/estern viewpoint has come under serious
interrogation in recent years. Even in earlier literature one comes across certain moderating
notes that acknowledge the practice of leisure in some remteW cultures. Huizinga, for
instance, in his work published in 1955, makes a passing reference to the evidence of play
in non-Wéstern cultures of ancient China and India. Simijalkikszentmichalyi in 1975
cites evidence of the practice of zen yoga and some other forms of meditation in Eastern
cultures which he finds akin to the ancient Greek philosophical notion of leisure. In much
the same wayn 1975 again, Kaplan perceives a closmiy between the Eastern and the
Greek human ideals of leisufecordingly he observes, “The conceptualization of leisure
asanendhas ..... historical roots in both EasVéest” [Kaplan 1975:21]. Howevesuch
notes have remained ¢paly maginal to the mainstream domineerigstern view

More recentlysome scholars have advanced systematic evidence of leisure from
the non-Wstern societies to further contest the claims oWkstern perspective. Based
on the empirical studies of leisure patterns of some Indian tribes, Bhattacharya [2003] and
Singh [2007], among others, have called into question the contention about the origins of
leisure in industrial societies and its non existence in pre-industrial societies. Likewise,
Raychaudhary and Samdahl [2005] have contested the assumption of the Greek origins of
the philosophy of leisure andgared thatAristotle’s notion ofSchole[leisure] itself is
influenced by the IndiaNedic vision of leisure. Similar)yciting significant evidence of
leisure philosophy in th€aoist thought, Hultsman [1995] states: “At the least, it appears
evident that there are opportunities to expand our dialogues about concepts of leisure by
turning to sources other than those traditioivalstern texts we have typically used as
foundations for our discussions. Perhaps by considéraaism and other Eastern
philosophies, we can, in the future, open new windows through which to view leisure”
[P.98].

Carrying forward the trend of looking beyond tWest to expand the frontiers of
leisure studies, the present paper provides a case study of the Indian tradition of leisure.
The study shows that India has had a tradition of leisure as well as of leisure philasophy
vigorous and vibrant as thiest, and that it is marked by certain cultural distinctidhg.
paper brings out its implications for moderating the claims of\xstern perspectivéhe
purpose is not to claim ‘me first’ for India for the origins of leisure or its concept or its
philosophy Instead, it is to ‘expand our dialogues about the concepts of lessuas’ to
help develop a more comprehensive and balanced perspdcdtittds end, the paper is
organized into three parts. Part one provides a brief note on the concept of leisure in order
to facilitate the account of leisure patterns in India. Part tfey&n historical sketch of
leisure in India through the ages. Part three brings out the implications of leisure in India to
provide for a more nuanced and inclusive understanding of leisure.

Concept of leisue

A discerning look at the existing leisure literature reveals three conceptions of
leisure: a) as a lifestyle, b) as free time, and c) as a state of Thiesk have emged in
that order The first conception dates back to the timeg\o$totle in ancient Greece.
Aristotle envisaged leisure as an ideal state of being and a lofty goal to be achieved. In his
view, leisure connotes a cultivated lifestyle marked by refined qualities of body and mind,
free from the drudgery of labaurhis conception gains in meaning in the light of the then
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prevailing background of slaverin this usage, leisure signifies an attribute of elite class
vis-a-vis the labour class.

Another conception of leisure is cast in terms of ‘free time’. Having had its traces
in ancient Rome, this usage of leisure got formally articulated with the rise of formal
organisations in the wake of industrial revolutidrhe category of time got formally
dichotomized between work and-efork time.As a result, the term leisure acquired a
formal connotation as ‘free timéVhile questions have been raised about the fuzzyness of
the distinction between work andf-efork time as well as about the use patterns of the
latter, this conception remains one of the most common kind.

Recent years have withessed rise of a new conception of leisure. It is now defined
as a state of mind, a disposition signifying ‘disinterested’ pursuit of leisure. It is a
‘disinterestedpursuit in theéAristotelian sense of the term which excludes considerations
of economic and social gain. It is essentially a pleasure-seeking pursuit in that it seeks to
meet the needs for ‘rest, entertainment and self-transcendence’, in the words of Dumazedier
[1963].

In my view leisure represents a combine of three elements: free time, favourite
delight and a joy-seeking state of mind. Leisure contains an attribute of free time as free
time is necessary for it. But it is not just about free time, leigure as free time isn’
always fun. It may be a boring experience to méng, therefore, not what you have but
what you make of it. Similarlyeisure also involves an attribute of certain kinds of activities
that are usually associated with pleasure-seeking such as relaxation, recreation and
amusement. Howevgt is not just about the kind of activitlyor, the same activity may be
drudgery for some and pleasure for others, depending upon their bent offakagdfor
instance, reading a fiction. It may be drudgery if one is doing it for purposes of examination.
It may be leisure if one is reading it as a hobby or pastime. It thus referssdavmirite
delight.Above all, leisure signifies a joy-seeking state of mind. In essence, then, leisure is
not so much a case of free time as of ‘me time’. It is not so much about a particular activity
as about an activity that one seeks to do for no other reason except that one enjoys doing it.
In the ultimate analysis, leisure is a state of mind seeking pleasure, fun, contentment or
bliss just for its own sake.

Leisure in India Thr ough theAges

India has had a rich tradition of leisure through the ages: ancient, medieval and
modern.Authentic evidence of it can be cited from various sources, including the
archeological, indological, philosophical, historical, literathnographic and sociological.

For example, the archeological excavations of Indus valley civilisation provide significant
evidence of it in the precious find of a bronze statue of a dancing girl. Similexlglso

have the big find of thgreat bathin Mohan Judado which is believed to be a community
centre for relaxation and recreation. Furtlibe ancienw/edic literature is replete with
revealing indological evidence of leisure, both sensuous and contemplative. It also provides
evidence of leisure philosophy as much. For the medieval period, the history books are full
of accounts of leisure as a lifestyle of royalties and aristocracies. In much the same way
philosophical and literary sourcedafample evidence of contemplative and expressive
leisure and its creative manifestations. Likewise, ethnographic studies advance solid
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evidence of leisure patterns of tribal communitdsove all, sociological studies focus on
the leisure patterns of modern urban communities, including the changing profile of leisure
in contemporary times.

Ancient Age [3000BC — 18 Century AD]

There are numerous hymns and verses iVéuas, particularly the Rigveda, that
provide evidence of the popularity of leisure activitidsere are references to the game of
pasa[dice], hunting excursions, chariot-race, horse-race, music and dance, apart from
contemplative leisure. During the ea¥lgdic period dancing was associated with hunting
excursions as much as with celebration of joyous and festive occasions. Unlike the Indus
valley period when indoor games were more poptieVedic period provides evidence
of popularity of outdoor games.

More importantly theVedic period witnessed rise of what may be called Indian
philosophy of leisure. It is enshrined in tedic philosophy oPurusathas Purusarthas
represent ultimate goals of human lilehese are envisaged to be fodharma, atha,
kama, moksd@harmasignifies normative ordegrthastands for wealttkamafor desires;
and moksafor liberation from bondagéccording to some commentators, by the Epic
periodkamaindeed came to mean pleasure. In postul&iamgaas one of the four principal
goals of life, the philosophy gfurusarthasunderscores the prime importance of leisure
for human life. It thus provides a theory of philosophical foundations of leiEneegoals
of kamaandartha have to be achieved within the frameworldbfrmalthe moral order]
with the goal oimokhaas an end-in-viewlrhere has come up a great deal of debate on the
point whether relationship amongst the four goals is hierarchical or interactional. But that
is not of primary importance for the present purpoaésat matters here is the fundamental
importance accorded kmmaas a major goal of life. Fathat is what is germane to the idea
of leisure.

The philosophy of leisure in ancient India acquired a reflective dimension in the
Upnishadswvhich represent discourses on Yreglas. In theipnishadsthere developed the
concept okat-chit-anandaneaning pure spiritual blisEhe notion ofanandaj.e., bliss is
central to the Indian vision of leisur€here is a subtle ddrence between pleasure and
bliss.While pleasure refers to sensuous enjoyment, bliss connotes sublime joy that transcends
sensuous confines. One of the important means to ataindais the art ofyoga The
theory and practice gfogais propounded bfatanjaliin his Yoga Sutrawhich appeared
in the second centur&D. Yoga signifies holistic harmony of bodynind and soul for
attaining a state of bliss. For all practical purpogegais a form of meditative leisure.
Patronised by hermits and seers eanjiegahas now become a common nmedelight.

Besides patronising meditative leisure, ancient India also provided for celebration
of sensuous leisur&his is evident fronVatsyayars classic texlKamasutra— a treatise on
the art and aesthetics of love and sBixere is no agreement on the exact date of its
composition. Howeveiin the light of the references that it entails scholars consider fourth
centuryAD as a probable time of its appearance. Incidentally there sprang up six other
works on the art of sex and love, Matsyayars Kamasutras regarded as the authentic of
them all. The book comprises seven parts running into 36 chapters. It begins by commending
kamaas a fundamental human craving and provides an instructive account of the science
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and art of love making. It tells about the various kinds of women and their psychologies,
their manners and morals, the art of seduction, the various facets of sexual union, including
kissing, embracing, foreplapostures, and as many as 64 forms of sexual union.

Kamasutraalso provides authentic evidence of the tradition of leisure as lifestyle
of the elites. Providing a vivid account of the leisure lifeaadarik[men of town, elite], it
observes: [his ‘morning is spent in amusements, the afternoon with friends, cock-fighting
or teaching parrots to talk, and in the evening there is singing’. In addition to the above leaf
from the daily life of an eliteJatsyayarfurther commends the following as usual diversions
and amusement for him: celebrating festivals, holding musical concerts and keeping company
of public women or courtesari®e institution of public women was an important institution
of early Hindu societyShe used to possess education and intellect superior to that of the
women of the household. Such women were especially trained for association with man.
All this provide telling evidence of the practice of leisure in the day-to-day life of the
elites.

The royalties of the latter part of ancient period, i.e., from the age of Buddha to
that of Harsa, patronised the sports of hunting and the game of dice as their favourite
delights. Harsa, for example, was known as a fawn-eyed hunter and Candrapida as a veteran
hunter Hunting expeditions used to beganized with all palatial comforts and luxuries.

Wild boars, lions, carabao, yolks and deer were the favourites preys of hunting parties.
Little wonder that Kautilya commends hunting as one of the royal spogggame of dice

, another royal delight, is as old Mahabharat Its popularity in the sixth centuAD is

evident from the classic works of Bana BhatkadambariandHarsacharita Bana Bhatta

refers to a town calle@haneshwaravhich was known as a gambling hudhaturang

[Chess] was another popular game which is believed to have appeared in the seventh century
AD.

Like the kings and aristocrats, commoners had their leisure activiti&§nestling,
acrobatic, archenanimal fights, cart-race, horse-race, swimming, water sports and swinging
were some of the popular pastimes of the commoners. Drinking, music, magic, fairs,
folktales, painting, etc. were some other merriments of the commotmapopularity of
painting can be gauged from the fact that Bana Bhatta refers to a city knowRfoa#alas
[Picture galleries]. Pilgrimage was as well an important leisure activity of this period.

Ancient period is also known for the development of artistic and aesthetic leisure.
Dwivedi provides a perceptive account of the development of various art forms and their
cultural philosophies. Dance, according to him, was the first and the earliest art form that
developed in ancient India. Reflecting on the philosophy of dance, he projects it as a case
of transcendence of human consciousness and emotions beyond the confines of the body
symbolises expression of joy or bliss that human body cannot hold. For the same reason, it
was spontaneous andatless in its earlier manifestation. Little wonder that it is a common
leisure activity found in abundance among the tribals as well. Like dance, drama [theatrical
performance], according to dwivedi, has also had a long history in India. It attained an
advanced stage in the ancient era itself, which is evident from BharasNamous classic
Natya shastraSimilarly, music also had an amazing development during this period which
is apparent from the lyrical recitation\éédic verses as well as development of the divine
music and its classical form&ccording to Dwivedi even other art forms including painting
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and sculpture are also indicative of the expressive craving of human consciousness beyond
the confines of human bodyhey are viewed iwedic literature as a manifestation of self-
transcendence.

Medieval period [11" — 17" Century AD]

History books are replete with accounts of leisure life of the royalties of medieval
period. It is clear from historical accounts that the royalties of early medieval era were
known for their love for activistic leisure, including hunting and adventurous sports like
polo[a game played with stick and ball riding over horse]. Sultan Qutb-ud#dak and
Sultan Sikanadar Lodi were known for their love for polo. In fact, so fond of polo was
Sultan Qutb-ud-diAibak that he died of having fallen from horse back while playing polo.
Huning and hawking were the other great delights of royalties and aristocfacigaber
of sultans, including Shams-ud-din llitutmish, Razia Sultan, BalAlaaud-din Khilzi,
Mohammad-bin-Tighlaq and Feroz Shdlighalaq took keen interest in hunting excursions.

It may be noted here that Razia was the only female sultan known for her distinction as a
great hunterSo important was hunting as a sport that accordigatoir Khusrau, the
sultans used to appoiAimir-i-Shikar [Tiger of the Hunt or Chief of Hunting portfolio].

The position ofAmir-i-Shikarwas so coveted that the emperor would entrust thigiehar
only to his / her close confidant. One of the reasons for the fall of the rule of Razia Sultan
[1236-40AD] was her historic folly of appointing alishi[blackAfrican] asAmir-i-Shikar.

This led to rebellion against her resulting in the overthrow of herAeaphic account of
hunting excursion is provided Bymir Khusrou in his bookjaz-i-Khusrav Apart from the

royal pomp and show of the hunting pakiusrou mentions about separate sites of hunting
called Shikaristaanand Shikagah, the former a site for hunting birds and the latter for
hunting wild animals. Other outdoor games included ar¢hemge-race, dholphari [rural
hockey], geru and wrestling contests.

Among the indoor games of royalty chess occupied the pride of theAxtaoeding
to Amir Khusrou the game of chess originated in India and was the greatest delight of the
Muslim rulersChausser / Chaupditudo] was another popular indoor game of the medieval
period. In the palaces of empekbar at Fatehpur Sikri, th€haupatboard is inbuild
into the floor adjacent to the palace calRahchamahdlFive storied palace[samarbazi
[Game of hazardhard, girahbaziandkabutarbazipigeon flying] were some of the other
favourite games of the royal families.

Another distinctive feature of the leisure life of the Mughal rulers was the
maintenance oharems|palatial quarters of women and courtesans]. Known for their
colourful life, several Mughal rulers were polygynous and had the royal privilege of having
large number of wives and concubines. Jahafmiexample, had in hiskaremas many as
hundred wives, more than 300 concubines and more than 1000 courfdsaisize of
haremused to be a measure of the royal status of the ruler: e the number of women
in haremthe higher the status. In addition, the Mughals were also fond of places of relaxation,
includinghamamgGreat baths] and gardens. Babar was the first Mughal ruler who promoted
garden culture here. No wonder that all historical monument of the Mughal period are
surrounded by gardens.
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Yet another feature of the leisure life of the Mughals was their patronage to aesthetic
and artistic leisurelhey were known for their personal interest in and patronage to music,
dance and paintingikbar, for example, gave patronageTfansen who was the greatest
singer of his timesAkbar himself was a great dancer and he specialized in performing
Kathak— a classical dance foris for painting, Emperor Jahangir earned distinction as a
great painter

Not a preserve of royalties, common men had their leisure lifeltaor leisure
activity included indoor games lilganjeefdPlaying Cards] an@haupar[Ludo]; outdoor
games likenawking, westling, animal fightsindkite-flying; pastimes likdolktales, stoy
telling andpuppet showsasmusements likiestivals and fairsentertainment likgymnastics,
acrobatics, juggling,and magic showsand the performing arts like music and dance
including folk songsandfolk dances Pilgrimage [religious tourism] was yet another
occasional leisure time activity of the people in this period.

Modern Era [18" Century AD Onwards]

With the advent of the British rule here, the Indian leisure scenario got exposed to
Western games, music and dangecordingly, volleyball, football, hockeycricket and
badmintonmade their appearance on Indian play groudsstern music and dance also
became popular in elite circlesll this notwithstanding, the traditional games, music and
dance did not loose their popularity altogetieris only after the sge of pop culture,
thanks to expansion of mass media, that the traditional patterns of leisure have begun to
decline A notable change in the texture of Indian leisure came about with the recent advances
in information cum communication technology [ICT]. Reporting about some of these
changes, a study on tHadia Leisure and Enteiainments flends 2008'citesTV viewing
as the most favourite pastime of as many as 75 percent respondents. Film music is reported
as another favourite leisure time activiGell phones have entggd as a popular source
not only of entertainment but also socializiAgld to them, the new age net-based leisure
activities including chatting, gaming, romancing, efbe study also reveals the popularity
of religious activities like visit to temples and engaging in prayer and worship which is
evident from 60 percent respondents reporting to have done so in the past ohayehlr
and tourism, physical fitness, reading and shopping are also reported to be catching the
fancy of the respondents. Most important of all, the study reveals that respondents indulged
in leisure activities not only on weekends but through out the week and are shelling out
more for entertainment [Sachdeva, 2008].

While the above reported trends of leisure provide good account of leisure in the
urban setting, they need to be complemented with the leisure patterns obtaining in the
countrysideThe leisure patterns of rural folks include traditional games suhlzeddi,
Kho-Kho, Gulli danda and ¥#stlingcontests;folk songs folk dances, folktaleandfolk
theatre, including nautankand Ramleela;visiting friends socialising gossiping:
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participation inbhajansandKeettans[devotional songs] and pilgrimagéhe folk forms
of leisure have come under severe strain of the modern means of leistiké #ikd films
Nevertheless, they are still popular among the rural folks though with diminishing interest.

The leisure pursuits of high class elitegatisignificantly from those of the common
man.They patronise games like golf and lawn tennis, have their exclusive clubs and prefer
foreign and exotic tourism. In fact, some of them own their private islands and yachts as a
mark of their superior status. It is all very special for them. In short, their leisure life is
marked by three distinctive features: privaeyclusivity and superioritylhese features
are the markers of their distinction not only from the commoners but also among themselves.
While the leisure life of elites in the past had an element of majestic touch and sfmw of
the public, toda elites privilege privacy in that they favour private space, private luxury
[including private planes and yachts] and private entertainment. Eatrliesed to be
exclusive in the sense of being out of bounds of the common man, but now it has become
exclusive in the sense of making it extra-ordin&grlier it used to smack of superiority
over the leisure patterns of common man, but n@naitase of competing for superiority
over the members of their own class.

The character and complexion of leisure in modern India has changed in some
significant ways. One, it has undene a technology-inspired shift whereby it has acquired
an electronic characteln technical parlance, therefore, a significant portion of modern
leisure is aptly characterised as virtual leisliveo, tourism has emged as a significant
leisure activity with ever more people opting foirtiree, leisure has moved from community
place to market place, its contours being shapgelaby entertainment industriyour a
way of life earlier leisure has now become a mark of egmgy lifestyle of the new
middleclass.

Implications for Leisure Theory

It is abundantly clear from the above that tradition of leisure in India is as old as
5000 years and that it has certain culture-specific characteristics. It is premised upon a
philosophical foundation in that it envisagkama [pleasure pursuit] as one of the
fundamental goals of life. Furthet is known more for its meditative and contemplative
character than for sensuous and erotic. It has also had a splendid component of aesthetic,
expressive and artistic leisure. Its contours have begun to change today from traditional to
modern with the rise of pop culture, virtual leisure and new-found love for tourism.

It will be in order at this point to bring out the implications of the Indian tradition
for the existing theory of leisure. Since the existing theory gelgrbased otWestern
experience, it is necessary to outline some of the broad featuresVégéskern paradigm.
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West, for sure, is not a homogenous region, nor it is devoid of internal diveréiies.
shares a common core of ideas and activities that set it apart from the rest of th€heorld.
tradition of leisure in thgVest is fairly old and developed which is evident from the formal
discourse about it in the works of Plato aristotle. Plato viewed idle society as ideal
society as it provides for attainment of highest stage of evolved mind. Like/Riatotle

too commends leisure as a resource for the advancement of art, literature and culture. In
the same vein, Bertrand Russell highlights the virtues of leisure in his perceptivdressay
Praise of IdlenessThe discourse is also marked by some critical reflections on leisure.
Marx, for example, deplores leisure on account of it being a product of exploitation of
slaves and labour class by the leisure class. SimilMelylen indicts leisure class for its
pompous and wasteful lifestyle.

Along with the tradition of discourse on leiswWéegst has also had a great tradition
of leisure activitiesThe archaeological excavations in various parts of Europe have
recovered grand stadia signifying enormous popularity of games and sports. Similarly
artistic and expressive leisure has as well blossomed a great deaMesth&ut the most
distinctive feature of leisure in th&est has been the tradition of tourism and camping.
Grand tour is the historic mark of it. It all happened during 1600 - ABb@hen some
educated young men of elite background from England, Netherlands, Germany and
Scandinavia took to border crossings to explore the world ‘out thidrese young men
brought back with them pictures of the places, people, cultures and later on of the palaces,
monuments, universities, efthey were fascinated by the splendor of nature, sea beeches
and other romantic sites. Eventually these explorations turned into opportunities of
discovering their own identity and distinction vis-a-vis the exotic otféet.is how tourism
in all its diverse forms developed as an outstanding feature of leisureWeste

The tradition of separation of work and leisure is another distinctive mark of the
Western paradigm of leisure. It began with the development of two parallel traditions —
Vita activaandVita contemplativaThe tradition oMta activadeveloped in ancient Rome
and it accorded priority to work whildta contemplativaleveloped in ancient Greece and
it valued enlightenmenthis age-old dichotomy between work and leisure got reinforced
into the dichotomy of work time and free time following the rise of formgéduisations in
the course of industrialisation. Infeét, leisure got formally conceptualised as free time
and it came to be called modern leisure by Dumazedier

The above is a highly selective and synoptic view of¥estern scenario of leisure.
But it does provide a broad idea of the salient features Welseern paradigm that dominates
the existing theory of leisure. Given its long tradition of formal discourse about leisure in
theWest, it is understandable that the leisure theory reflecé/éistéern bias. No quarrel
with that. Howeverthere are certain things about the traditions of leisure in other cultures,
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in the present case Indian culture, from the study of which leisure theory can gain in
comprehensiveness. Here are a few such features of the Indian tradition of leisure. One
such feature is the theorymirusarthasespecially the conceptkdmaldesire for pleasure],

that provides for philosophical foundations of leisWkile India has had no tradition of

a formal discourse about leisure, it certainly has had a great philosophyusfirthas

which is of seminal significance for understanding the prime importance of leisure in human
life. Its further elaboration ilkamasutraand later in other works of literature and arts,
including painting and sculpture, is indicative of a splendid tradition of sensuous as well as
contemplative leisure. It has had a contemplative dimension in terms of its aesthetic
orientation.The notion of aesthetics elevates it to a higher plaasthetics is a graded
constructAccording to Longinus, it encompasses five vertical stages, i.e, charming, pretty
beautiful, grand and sublim@/hile theWestern tradition stays put at the idea of beauty ‘as

a thing of joy forever the Indian tradition goes beyond beauty and regards the sublime joy
as its highest stage.

The concept ohnandaabliss] is another element of the Indian tradition that has
cruial importance for enlging the concept of leisure. Leisure is not just about pleasure as
postulated in th&Vestern tradition. It is also aboahandaa a state of bliss, which is a
higher order experience. Bliss signifies a state of sublimdtjaffers from pleasure in
three significant respects. One, unlike pleasure, which is dichotomous, bliss is non-
dichotomous. Pleasure is dichotomous because it is premised upon the dichotomy of subject
and object. Subject derives pleasure from the object. Once the object is lost that leads to
pain.Therefore, pleasure is dialectically related to pain. Bliss is non-dichotomous in that
in it the dichotomy of the subject and object gets dissolved. In other words, the subject
attains a higher plane of consciousness where both the subject and the objecyegt mer
into each othefMwo, pleasure is transitory; it is a fleeting experience. Bliss, on the other
hand is perpetualhree, pleasure denotes a sensuous experience while bliss signifies sublime
joy, an ultimate joyAs such, it calls for rethinking the concept of leisure to incorporate
within it the notion ofananda A third feature of the Indian tradition is its practice of
meditative leisure. Meditative leisure is about inward journey into the relm of consciousness.
Yogais a classic form of iiThere have developed various formyagabut all of them aim
at attaining bliss by means of inward voyage through disciplining breathing and achieving
concentration, along with some other exercises. UnlikeMastern tradition of leisure
which has grown on tourism as a mode of exploring the outer world, the Indian tradition of
leisure has cultivated meditative leisure as an art of exploring the world within.

Fusion of leisure and work into each other is another feature of Indian leisure that
warrants rethinking the leisure theohis present premise of sharp segregation between
leisure and work is an untenable preposition in the light of the Indian experldneés
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further reinforced by the enging trend of fun engineering [provision of recreation] at the

workplace by some of the leading formajanisations so as to intersperse work and leisure
with each other for their employe@%$us the dichotomy of the leisure and work seems to
be fallacious, as leisure just not a temporal but an experiential phenomenon.

Finally, it is necessary to situate the Indian tradition of leisure in the broad context
of Indian culture in order to grasp its full import for the existing theory of leisure. Indian
culture is known for its three defining traits: spirituglityanscendence and harmony
Spirituality is about belief in the self and connectivity with oneself as well as with the
cosmic selfTranscendence is about looking beyond the existing confines of the body and
the mind. Harmony is about interdependence and resolving the dichotomiedetiea dés
and the contradictions. In a word, it is about looking for synthesis. It is these cardinal
principles that account for the earlier delineated distinctive features of the Indian tradition
of leisure.

From all accounts it is clear that there are some categorifalati€es between
the Indian and th&Vestern traditions of leisur&Vhile theWestern tradition is oriented
more towards exploring the universe, the Indian tradition cares more for exploring the self
within. Since the existing theory of leisure is baseddbr on theWestern experience, it
may gain in generalizability by incorporating some of the insights yielded by the present
study
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Globalisation and Growth of Farmers’
Indebtedness in Punjab

H.S.Shergill*

Abstract

The slow incease in minimum supptgorices of wheat and paddy and
slashing of farm input subsidies under the liberalization and
globalization ppgramme evded the pofitability of wheat and rice
cultivation in Punjab. The stagnation of yield rates of these two grains
and fall in water table that almost coincided with liberalization and
globalization era made their cultivation quite upfitable. This
negative turn in economics of wheat and rice cultivation coincided
with repeated failug of cotton asp due tdAmerican boll-weevil attack.
These unfavorable developments éased the debt bden on Punjab
peasanty substantially in the post.WWO. era. Between 1997 to 2008
total farm debt mar than doubled ingal terms (i.e. at constant prices),
and the outstanding loans amount qugtled in eal terms. The annual
interest chage on farm debt now eats up almost onedtbfithe evenue
surplus generated by Punjab agricukuiThe inceased debt bden

has pushed about 17 mwent of Punjab farmers in a wral debt trap

in the sense that theyeanot in a position to pay even the annual
interest chage on their loans out of ctent farm income. They have
to sell some land, sooner or lattéo extricate themselvesom the
debt trap.

The drastic shift in policy environment triggered by liberalization and globalization
of Indian economy since 1991 impacted Punjab agriculture quite severely owing to its
highly commercialized and specialized production structure and intense market involvement.
The developments on pricing and marketing side generated by the paradigm shift made
wheat and rice cultivation in theég$e unprofitable. During the same period cotton farmers
of the Sate also sdéred considerable losses due to repeated attacksmefican boll-
weevil. The deficit in farm economy caused by these negative developments resulted in
considerable increase in farm debt since the mid nineteen nifdteemain objective of
this paper is to picture the extent of change in the quantum, composition and burden of
farm debt in Punjab since the paradigm shift to liberalization and globalizAtibaugh
the shift to liberalization of the economy started in 1991, but its full impact started
manifesting only after India joined/.T.O. in 1995 and became fully integrated in the
world economyThe policy changes and other economic events that impacted Punjab

* Emeritus Professor of Economics, Panjab University and Director ( Research), Institute for
Development and Communication, Chandigarh.

Thanks are due to Pramod KumRirector IDC,Chandigarh for providng the research facilities to
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agriculture during the last about one and a half decade are summarized in section one to
describe the economic scenario in which farm debt grew inttéte. Bhe empirical basis

of farm debt estimates used to capture the change in the quantum, composition and burden
of farm debt during this period is described in section two. In section three, the growth in
the magnitude of farm debt since the mid 1898’ discussed and the change in the
composition of farm debt is described in section fote growth in the burden of farm

debt is evaluated in section five and the incidence of debt trap in sectidinasigupply

side changes in farm credit market are described in section seven and the salient feature of
change in farm debt situation over this decade are encapsulated in the last section.

I. PUNJAB AGRICUL TURE IN THE ERA OF GLOBALISA TION

The economic reforms introduced since 1991 and joiningvdtO. in 1995
drastically changed the policy environment in which Pusjabbdern commercialized
wheat and rice farming has been operating for almost three dethdesosy regime of
guaranteed minimum support prices and assured purchase of entire marketed surplus of
these two grains experienced serious strain as the state started withdrawing from the
economic sphere under the paradigm shift in favour of the market ecofisrayresult
minimum support prices of wheat and paddy grew at a slow pace during the 1997 to 2001
period, and were virtually frozen between 2002 to 200t farm input subsidies were
slashed to make the farmers pay market prices for these inputs. Even the complete scrapping
of the minimum support prices system and dismantling of Food Corporation of India was
recommended by some zealots of globalizatibimese negative developments on the
marketing side coincided with some adverse trends on the productioif lsédgield of
wheat and paddy started stagnating and the fall in water table made existing water pumping
technology non-functionahs a result Punjab farmers had to invest huge amount in the
upgradation of tubewell technology by installing submersible puifips.stagnation of
yield rates, ovecapitalisation of farm operations, rising prices of farm inputs, and fall in
water table combined to push up the cost of production of wheat and, plaeldypain
commercial crops of the stafehese developments on the supply side combined with the
virtual freezing of minimum support prices manifested in eroding the profitability of wheat
and rice cultivation in thet&te.The economics of wheat and rice production in Punjab
looked so unfavourable in the initial years of the present decade that many farm experts
started doubting the sustainability of current levels of production of these two grains in the
State.To tackle the emging agrarian crisis, a major scheme to shift 10 lakh hectares of
area from wheat and paddy to other crops was prepared by Punjab Government and submitted
to the Central Government for approval and fundixigngwith the worsening economics
of wheat and paddy cultivation, the cotton production in the state afeseslfi severe
shock from the continuous failure of the cotton crop for a number of years during this
period due tcAmerican Boll-Weevil attack.The farm situation in the state looked very
grim indeed in the middle years of the current decade.

Luckily, then the economic wheel turned and food prices in the world market soared,
and the danger of food shortage egirag in the country looked real. Government had to
import huge quantity of wheat at high prices to build thddrustocks.This sudden
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development on the food front forced the Central Government to reverse the farm policy
course, and a major jack up in minimum support prices of wheat and paddy was made in
2007 and that positive change in wheat/paddy pricing policy is continuing sincé tieen.
handsome increase in minimum support prices of wheat and paddy since 2007, has restored
the profitability of wheat and rice cultivation in thte to some extenthe cotton economy

has also improved considerably in recent years owing to the introduction of Bt Cotton and
the consequent rise and stability of cotton yield. But the substantive problems of stagnant
yield rates of wheat and paddgiling water table and ow@apitalisation of farm operations
being unresolved, the question mark on the long run sustainability of wheat and rice
specialization of Punjab farms has not completely disapp&drisds the economic scenario

in which farm debt situation in Punjab evolved since the introduction of economic reforms
and globalization of the economy

II. EMPIRICAL BASIS OFFARM DEBT ESTIMATES

The change in the farm debt situation in the state is pictured on the basis of farm
debt estimates for two points of time, 1997 and 200& farm debt estimate for 1997
almost coincides with the period when the impact of globalization on Punjab agriculture
started manifesting after the joining WET.O. in 1995. So the comparison of farm debt
situations in 1997 and 2008 pictures adequately the growth in indebtedness of Punjab
peasantry in the era of globalization. For record and reference the empirical basis of these
two farm debt estimates is briefly describ@te information on farm debt situation in
2008 is based on a primary survey of 300 farms carried out by the author in June-August,
2008.The information pertains to the agricultural year 2007-08 and gives the farm debt
estimate as in June-August, 2008e sample was stratified both region wise as well as
farm size wise and 300 farms were selected randomly from 30 villages of th&@ ktate.
results of this farm debt survey were published in the form of a research monograph by
Institute for Development and Communication, Chandigarh in JanRai (6).The
information on farm debt situation in 1997 is based on a primary survey of 260 farms
carried out by the author in Decemb&®97 under a research project sponsored by the
Punjab Government (4This information pertains to the full year covered by Rabi and
Kharif Crops harvested in 199The sample design and methodology used in the two
primary surveys was almost the same; the only majéerdifice being in the size of two
samplesThe farm debt estimates of these surveys are broadly comparable and have been
largely accepted by economists researching on and interested in Punjab agriCéisee.
two estimates are used to capture the nature and extent of growth in farm debt in Punjab
during the globalization perio@he exact time gap between these two farm debt surveys is
about 10.5 years, and in computing the growth rates and ratios that exact period of 10.5
years is used. Howevdor ease of expression and presentation this period is referred as a
decade in the text of this paper

. GROWTH OF FARM DEBT OVER 1997-2008

In the postW.T.O. era farm debt in Punjab grew at a quite fast rate, more than
doubling between 1997 and 2008.e information on the quantum of farm debt in Punjab
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in 1997 and 2008 is presented in table dneurrent prices the amount of farm debt grew

at the annual rate of 17.28 percent; the 2008 amount (Rs.30394.12 crore) being more than
five times the 1997 amount (Rs.5700.91 crakefonstant prices, the amount of farm debt
more than doubled in this decade: growing at the annual rate of 8.81 p&heepér farm
household debt grew at a still faster rate of 18.36 percent per year (at current prices), and at
9.83 percent per year at constant pridése faster growth of per farm household debt,
compared to total farm debt, was caused by the fall in the number of farm households in the
state over this period. On the same lines debt per operated acre also more than doubled (at
constant prices), and became more than five times at current prieesnformation
presented in table one leaves little doubt about total farm debt, debt per farm household,
and debt per operated acre more than doubling in real terms (i.e. constant prices) in the
decade following the joining &V.T.O. and global integration of the Indian economy

Table-1
Growth of Farm Debt in Punjab Over 1997-2008
Aspect of Farm Debt Amount’ 2008 as | Growth
multiple Rate
1997 2008 of 1997 | Percent
per
year)
Total farm debt at current prices 5700.91( 30394.12( 5.33 17.28
(Rs. Crore)
Total farm debt at constant prices 5700.91( 13829.32( 2.43 8.81
(Rs.Crore)
Debt per farm household at current 0.52 3.05 5.86 18.36
prices (Rs.lakh)
Debt per farm household at constant 0.52 1.39 2.67 9.83
prices (Rs.lakh)
Debt per operated acre at current prices 5721 28708 5.02 16.60
(Rupees)
Debt per operated acre at constant pfices 5721 13062 2.28 8.18
(Rupees)

Notes: 1. Source of Farm Debt Estimates: H.S. 8hke{1997, 2008)

2. Weighted Index of prices of 21 agricultural commodities grown in Punjab is
used to estimate debt at constant prices. Source of Price Iridgsti&l
Abstract of Punjab, various issues.



Globalisation and Growth of Farmers’ 17
Indebtedness in Punjab

IV. CHANGE IN COMPOSITION OF FARM DEBT

During this posW.T.O. period not only the quantum of farm debt increased at a
fast rate, even the composition of farm debt also under went considerable cFange.
composition of farm debt is captured into two ways i.e. (i) by the proportion of outstanding
debt, short-term recurring crop loans and mortgage debt in total farm debt; and (ii) by the
share of maginal/small farms and medium/big farms in total farm d&be growth of
outstanding debt, short-term farm loans and mortgage debt over the reference period is
shown by information presented in table two. It may be seen that out of these three
components of farm debt, outstanding debt grew at the highest rate; 23.03 percent per year
at current prices and 14.13 percent per year at constant prieeslebt equivalent of
short-term loans grew at a relatively slower rate; at 12.74 percent per year at current prices
and at 4.59 percent per year at constant prices. Since most of the outstanding debt amount
is the unpaid portion of long/medium term loans, the obvious inference is that long term/
medium term loans grew faster than short-term loans during this period. Surprigiagly
amount of mortgage debt actually declined over these ten years; at the rate of 4.94 percent
per year at current prices, and at the rate of 13.09 percent per year at constant prices. It
seems the practice of raising loans by mortgaging out land is disappearing in the Punjab
rural side. Owing to the variation in the growth rate of these three components of farm
debt, their share in total farm debt also changed considefdi#yshare of outstanding
debt in total farm debt increased from 38.16 percent in 1997 to 63.05 percent in 2008. On
the other hand, share of debt equivalent of short-term loans declined from 54.72 percent in
1997 to only 36.14 percent in 200Bhe share of mortgage debt has become negligible
(just 0.81 percent in 2008), though in 1997 it accounted for 7.12 percent of total farm debt.

Table-2

Growth of Farm Debt Components and Change in Farm Debt Composition

Farm Debt Component Amount 2008 as | Growth
multiple of Rate
1997 2008 1997 (Percent
per year)
Outstanding debt at current prices (Rs. crofe)2175.26 | 191651 8.81 23.03
(38.16) (63.05)
Outstanding debt at constant prices (Rs. cifor€d175.26 | 8720.13 4.01 14.13
Mortgage debt at current prices (Rs. crore) 406.02 245.05 | 0.60 (-) 4.94
(7.12) (0.81)
Mortgage debt at constant prices (Rs. crorg¢) 406.02 111.50 0.28 (-)13.09
Debt equivalent of short-term loans 3119.33 | 10983.96 3.52 12.74

at current prices (Rs. crore) (54.72) (36.14)




18 Panjab University Research Journal (Ake).XXXIX,Nos. 1 & 2

Debt equivalent of short-term loans 3119.33| 4997.36 | 1.60 4.59
at constant prices (Rs. crore)

Notes: 1. For source of information see legend under table 1.
2. Figures in brackets indicate percent share of debt component in total farm debt.

The share of mginal/small farms and medium/big farms in total farm debt has
also undegone considerable change over this period because the two greviendif
rates (table 3)The debt of mayinal/small farms group grew at a slower rate than the debt
of medium/big farmsThe maginal/small farms debt grew at the slow rate of 2.48 percent
per year at constant prices and at 10.46 percent per year at current prices. In contrast the
debt of medium/big farms grew at the rate’ of 9.97 percent per year at constant prices and
at 18.53 percent per year at current pri¢ée reasons for this big tirence in the growth
rate of maginal/small farms debt and medium/big farms debt are not fully, deathree
plausible explanations may be advanced. One is that some sort of saturation point seems to
have been reached in the demand for loans bginafsmall farms stratum; they are already
financing most of their farm input purchases and domestic expenditure by borrowed money
The second is that a limit of sorts may have been also reached so far as their borrowing
capacity is concerned; because of their poor assetfas¢hird is that medium/big farms
are on the way of becoming fully mechanized and consequently have been borrowing at a
fast rate to purchadeactors and other farm machines. On account of tiierdift rates of
growth of debt of mainal/small and medium/big farms, their respective share in total
farm debt has also changéthe share of mginal/small farms stratum in total farm debt
has declined by 9.98 percent points; from 21.57 percent in 199758 fgercent in 2008.
There is a corresponding rise in the share of medium/big farms group in total farm debt
from 78.43 percent in 1997 to 88.41 percent in 2008. Despite this decline in the share of
mauginal/small farms in total debt, their debt share in 2008&@%) was much higher than
their share in the total operated area of the state (7.56 percent). It means in per acre terms
mauiginal/small farms debt is considerably higher than medium/big farms debt per acre.

Table-3

Growth in Debt Position of Farm Size Goups and Change ifTheir Share in Total Debt

Farm Size Category wise Debt 1997 (As n 2008(As in| 2008 Growth
(Rs. Crore) December June- Amount as| Rate
1997) August multiple of | (Percent per
2008) 1997 year)
amount
Debt of maginal and small farm$ 1229.58 3495.26 2.84 10.46

at current prices

Debt of maginal and small 1229.58 1590.34 1.29 2.48
farms at constant prices
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Debt of medium and big 4471.33 26653.81 5.96 18.53

farms at current prices

Debt of medium and big farms| 4471.33 12127.48 2.71 9.97

at constant prices

Marginal and small farms share¢  21.57 11.59 (Percent (Percent

in total farm debt (Percent) points)- change
9.98 46.27

Medium and big farms share 78.43 88.41 9.98 12.73

in total farm debt (Percent)

Notes: 1. Source of Farm Debt Estimates: H.S. $ie(1997, 2008)
2. Farm debt amount for 2008 does not include mortgage debt because it could
not be apportioned between the two farm size classes owing to small number
of sample observations.

V. GROWTH OF DEBT BURDEN

The increase in the absolute amount of farm debt per se does not convey much
information on the increase or decrease of burden of debt on the farm €edjoin
comparison with farmés income and value of assets does the farm debt amount reveals
the direction and extent of change in the burden of debt on the pea$hstiyurden of
farm debt on the farm sector can be estimated in a number of ways that are alternatives as
well as complements of each othEne indicators of debt burden used in this study are
detailed in table 4, and can be divided into two categories. In the first set (serial number 3
to 5) the amount of farm debt is compared with value of assets and income of Punjab
farmers, and in the second set (serial numbers 6 to 9) the annual intergstarhéarm
debt is compared with dédrent indicators of repaying capacity of the farmers. It may be
noted that between 1997 and 2008 farm debt as proportion otdetC®mestic Product
SNSDP) originating in agriculture increased by 16.26 percent points; from 67.60 percent in
1997 to 83.86 percent in 2008. In simple percent terms this is an increase of 24.55 percent
in this proportion. Farm debt as proportion of the value of Machinery owned by farmers
rose from 15.04 percent to 52.88 percent i.e. by 37.84 percent points over these 10 years.
Similarly, farm debt as a proportion of the total value of land owned by farmers rose by
0.70 percent points (from 3.31 percent to 4.01 percent) over this period, despite the steep
rise in farm land prices in the state in recent years. So in terms of each of these three
{/rc/d_li_cgtors dedbt burden on Punjab farm sector has increased substantially during the post

.T.O. period.

The comparison of annual interest @eon farm debt with repaying capacity of
the farm sector (serial number 6 to 9, table 4) also reveals considerable increase in debt
burden on the Punjab farm sector over this pefiibd.annual interest chge on farm debt
increased from 10.96 percent of NSDP (Agriculture) in 1997 to 14.44 percent in 2008; an
increase of 3.48 in percent points, and 31.75 percent in standard percent terms. Similarly
annual interest chge on debt as proportion of annual rental surplus of farm land increased
from 21.48 percent in 1997 to 33.15 percent in 2008; an increase of 54.33 percent in this
proportion in 10 years following th&. T.O. membership. So, in whatever way one compares
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the conclusion is almost the same; that interest burden of farm debt on Punjab farmers has
gone up substantially over the 1997-2008 period.

Table- 4

Change in Burden of Farm Debt Over 1997-2008

Sr. | Indicators of Debt Burden Value of Indicator in Change in
No. 1997 2008 indicator
(2008 value
as multiple
of 1997
value)
1. Debt per farm household at constant 0.52 1.39 2.67
prices (Rs. lakh)
2. Debt per operated acre at constant prige$721 13062 2.68
(Rupees)
3. Debt as percent of NSDP originating 67.60 83.86 16.26*
in agriculture
4. Debt as percent of value of machinery | 15.04 52.88 37.84*
and tubewells owned by farmers
5. Debt as percent of value of farm land | 3.31 4.01 0.70*
owned by farmers
6. Annual interest chge of farm debt at 1102.78 2512.33 2.28
constant prices (Rs. crore)
7. Annual interest chge of farm debt as 10.96 14.44 3.48*
percent of NSDP originating in agricultyre
8. Annual interest chge of farm debt per | 1074 2263 2.1
operated acre at constant prices (Rupges)
9. Annual interest chge of farm debt as 21.48 33.15 11.67*

percent of cash rent per acre

Notes: 1. Source of Farm Debt Estimates: H.S. $fie¢1997, 2008)

2. Price per acre of farm land prevailing in sample villages is used to
compute the value of farm land owned by farmers.

3. Cash rent per acre prevailing in the sample villages is used for figures
reported in row 9.

4. *indicates change in terms of percent points.
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VI. FROM DEBT BURDEN TO DEBT TRAP

The substantial increase in burden of farm debt indicated by comparison of 1997
and 2008 debt pictures (table 4) does not reveal the full story of the severity of debt burden
on Punjab peasantx more detailed disaggregated (according to debt burden) analysis of
2008 debt survey data (table 5) showed considerable variation in debt burden among the
sample farmsThe severity of debt burden on a farm family was assessed by comparing the
annual interest chge on its debt amount with the annual rental surplus of its owned land.
The average cash rent per acre prevailing in the sample villages was used as a rough and
ready measure of surplus revenue generated from farming after meeting material costs of
production, wages of hired labour and imputed wages of family lalbouay be mentioned
that owned land, rather than operated area, is the relevant factor for this plingosash
rent of leased in area goes to the leasing out household, and if the farmer has leased out
some of his owned area than he gets the cash rent for it. So the total cash rent equivalent of
the owned area gives a fairly good estimate of the surplus revenue generated by a farmer
after meeting the material costs of production, wages of hired labour and imputed wages of
family labour The rental surplus thus defined is the notional maximum amount a farmer
can spare to meet the annual interestgghan his loan. In fact, in most cases, this maximum
amount cannot be spared (or saved) because in that case family consumption expenditure
has to be kept down at the level of imputed wages of family labour; a veculdifif not
an impossible feat. If the annual interest geasn the loan amount is more than the rental
surplus of the owned area, then some of the interest will remain unpaid and get added to the
principal amount even if the indebted farmer pays the entire rental surplus to the credit
provider In such a case the loan amount will go on inflating over time, and the chance of
the loan being paid back out of savings from current farm income will be almost nil. Such
a farmer cannot extricate himself from debt without selling some land. Such farmers are
virtuallz_in debt trap out of which they cannot get out without selling some of their owned

[

land.This is the definition of debt trap used to identify the debt trapped farmers.
Table-5
Distribution of Farms By Debt Burden

Debt Amount Per Number of Farms Mean Amount of | Amount

OwnedAcre Owned Debt Per |of Debt

(Rupees) Number Proportion | Area Farm Per

(Acres) (Rs. lakh) [Owned

Acre
(Rupees)

80 thousand &bove 51 17.00 4.69 5.99 127709

60 to 80 thousand 32 10.67 8.04 5.73 71228

40 to 60 thousand 60 20.00 7.60 3.85 50651

20 to 40 thousand 74 24.67 9.24 2.71 2931

Upto 20 thousand 72 24.00 10.97 1.18 10778

Nil 11 3.67 9.27 - -

All Farms 300 100.00 8.42 4.37 51858

Source H.S. Shegill: Growth of Farm Debt in Punjab: 1997 to 2008, IDC,
Chandigarh, January 2010
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To identify the debt trapped farmers the benchmark loan amount per owned acre
was estimated on the basis of average cash rent per acre prevailing in the sample villages
and the rate of interest usually oped by Commissiodgents and Money Lenders in
these villages. It worked out to Rs.80 thousand per owned acre. So all those farmers who
owe Rs.80 thousand or more per owned acre were deemed to be in d&hetdistribution
of farms by debt amount per owned acre given in table 5 reveals that 17 percent of sample
farmers were in debt trap in this sense, and another 10.67 percent were on the doors of debt
trap because their debt amount per owned acre was between Rs.60 to Rs.80 thibasand.
debt burden on these 27.67 percent farmers is very severe indeed. On the average a debt
trapped farmer owes a total amount of Rs.5.99 lakh; which comes to Rs.1.28 lakh per acre
of his owned land. Most of the debt trapped farms (92.13 percent of all debt trapped farms)
belong to maginal, small and medium farm size categories (table 6). Out of these three
farm size classes, the mgaral and small farms are more seriously involved; almost 40
percent of mainal and 31 percent of small farms being in debt {faese debt trapped
farms cannot extricate themselves from indebtedness through theirforts; éowsoever
hard they work and tighten their belihey have to, sooner or lattesell some of their
owned land to liquidate their debt, unless some debt relief measure is provided by the state
to extricate them from the debt trap.

Table-6
Farms in Debt Trap: Farm Size Wise Distribution

(Debt PerOwnedAcre Rs.80Thousand andAbove)

Farm Size Class |Number | Number | Percent | Share of | Debt Debt
of Samplg of of Farms| Size Clas$ Amount | Amount
Farms Farms of Size | in Debt Per Per
in Debt | Class Trapped | Farm Owned
Trap in Debt | Farms (Rs. Acre
Trap of Sate lakh) (Rs.
(Percent) lakh)
Marginal upto 2.5 | 38 15 39.47 29.41 2.70 2.21
Small 2.5 t0 5.0 51 16 31.37 31.37 4.82 1.35
Medium 5.0 to 10.0| 100 16 16.00 31.37 7.56 1.16
Big 10.0 to 25.0 80 4 5.00 7.84 16.77 1.12
Large 25.0 &Above| 31 - - - - -
All Farms 300 51 17.00 100.00 |4.37 1.28

Source: H.S. Shagill, Growth of Farm Debt in Punjab: 1996 2008, IDC, Chandigarh, January

2010.
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VII. CHANGE IN SUPPLY SIDE OF FARM DEBT

The liberalization and privatization of the economy impacted the farm credit market
through many dferent channelsThe interest rate and other credit subsidies to the farm
sector were reduced, and the public sector credit agencies (Commercial Banks and
Cooperative Credit Institutions) were asked to gradually shift to provision of farm credit
on a cost déctive and competitive basikhe two public sector credit agencies, Commercial
Banks and Cooperative Credit Institutions, respondddrdiitly to this change in policy
regime.The Commercial Banks responded by introducing new farm credit products and
aggressive but farmer friendly marketing practiddse Cooperative Credit Institutions,
on the otherlanguished as the government started reducing its patronage and support and
competition in the farm credit market increas€de change in the share of main credit
agencies in farm debt in Punjab over the 1997-2008 period is pictured by information
displayed in table 7. In absolute terms all the three main credit agencies owned in 2008 a
much bigger amount of farm debt based assets compared to 1997. But their share in farm
debt has undgpone visible change in the course of these ten y&hesmost conspicuous
change is in the share of Cooperative Credit Institutions; their share in farm debt declined
from 27.14 percent in 1997 to 18.91 percent in 2008 change indicates a fall of 8.23
percent points, and of 30.32 percent in standard percent change terms in their share of farm
debt.The share of Commissidgents and Money Lenders in farm debt also declined, but
only maginally by 2.96 percent points or 6.32 percent in standard percent {Enms.
Commercial Banks, on the other hand, have increased their share in farm debt substantially;
by 12.36 percent points or by 63.65 percent in standard percent terms. Halespée of
the big increase in the share of Commercial Banks in farm debt, Comnfgsiats and
Money Lenders still remain (in 2008) thedast single farm credit agency in terms of
amount of farm debt and share in total farm dElé new liberlised economic environment
and the policy changes accompanying it, seems to have hit the CooperativA@redies
quite hard and these institutions find itfaifilt to withstand the intense competition in
farm credit market both from Commercial Banks as well as Commiggjents.The
Commercial Banks, howevdras shown considerable resilience in adapting to change in
policy regime and have been successful in increasing their share in farm debt.

Table-7
Change in Shae of Main Credit Agencies in Farm Debt Overl997-2008

(Amount in Rs. Crore at Current Prices)

Credit Agency 1997 2008 Change

Over 1997-2008
Amount: 2008
as Multiple of

1997 Shag:

Change in

Percent Points
CommissiorAgents & | Amount 2640.52 13179.09 4.99
Money Lenders Share (%) 46.32 43.36 (-) 2.96
Commercial Banks Amount 1106.95 9659.81 8.73

Share (%) 19.42 31.78 12.36
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Cooperative Credit Amount 1547.42 5748.85 372
Institutions Share (%) 27.14 18.91 (-) 8.23
Others Amount 406.02 1806.37 4.45
Share (%) 7.12 5.95 (-)1.17
All Amount 5700.91 30394.12 5.33
Share (%) 100.00 100.00 -

Source: H.S. Shgill (1997 and 2008)
CONCLUSIONS

The paradigm shift to liberalization and globalization impacted wheat and rice
farming in Punjab very severely owing to its highly commercialized and specialized
characterThe unfavourable turn in economics of wheat and rice production and continuous
failure of cotton crop for many years resulted in increased indebtedness of Punjab peasantry
In the poswWV.T.O. period (1997 to 2008) total farm debt in the state more than doubled in
real terms; and outstanding loan amount quadrupled in real terms over the same period.
The annual interest chgr on farm debt now eats up almost one-third of the entire rental
surplus generated by Punjab agricultlifee increased burden of debt has pushed about 17
percent of state farmers into a virtual debt trap in the sense that they are not in a position to
pay even the annual interest aon their loans out of current farm income. Sooner or
later, they have to sell some of their farm land to extricate themselves from the debt trap.
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To Understand Obviousness

VladlenV. Kravchenko*

Abstract

The Paper is devoted to theoptem of discovering and description of the
essence of development (evolution) of outthings. On the basis of
analysis of typical examples @fn the daily outine and social life of a
man, on the examples of “inanimate” and “living” naejrthe generalized
description of the way of evolution has been shown, conclusion as to
directivity of development of natuand society has been made, the essence
of this “motion-development” has beeemealed, description of the model

of development (evolution) has been given.For investigation of the
mentioned question philosophical categories “content-forne amainly
used. The msented model (formulationgftects the essence ofopess

(of development, of evolution) in the form of agass itself: movement,
evolution of content comestr thiough a chain (a sequence) of changing
forms in the diection of finding of the pithiest form for its (contept’
expression. In limiting case (in utmost “transition”) it means “evolution
of content” in the diection of comprhension and expssion of the
“content-itself-in-evolution”. The given description of essence of evolution
is identical to formulation of principle of “self-motion”, “self-evolution”.

Whether it hast’ever arisen up for you, gentle regderdesire to understand -
what happens with you, what moves by you when saparing for tomorrow undertakings
you collect your thoughts and think over your steps, think over your behbneup a
storyline (plotline), try to foresee scenario of development of tomorrow events? How is it
possible to describe this preparation process most fully and exactly?

We dare suppose, that in such moments you are moved by nothing else than
aspiration (tendency) of “the I” (your “the Ego”), of your “inner content (pithiness)” in
order to find appropriate (most acceptable for tomorrow) form of expression of your pithy
aspirations, which (namely form) would be afterwards realized as the plan or clear sequence
of operations in your head or on papérthat, you are actually eager that your thoughts
would be implemented, your aim would be attained and your pithy intentions
(contemplations, expectations) would gain a previously planned form in ré&aliteven
if you dont mean to participate in substantial events and merely have an idea, for instance,
to go shopping — you are still engaged in exactly that, what has been just spoken about, i.e.
you “activate”, induce your “covering form (shell)” to undertake actions “in pursuit of”
your inner (conceivable) aspirations in order to put this “activity” into renewed “shape”,
that is “to clothe” these mental aspirations in a new “form”, corresponding to them.

Sr. Research Engineer & Program Manager (Retd), Scientific Research InstAwtatmin Technology
Ukraine.
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Every day each moment millions of people are busy at the same — consciously or
unconsciously they are engaged (involved) in a process of pursuit, they (with their “forms”)
participate in chase of their “content” (running away from them) in a hope, in aspiration to
clothe this “content” in the proper new “form”, befitting to the current (or perspective)
moment.And independently of that these people (mechanicablyysically
psychophysically) move in various directions, exercise various actions (lying, sitting,
standing, while running etc.), accomplishfelient acts, — the essence (the core) of their
aspiration, motion, existence is “taming” of their indefatigable, restless, “pithy the 1" by
investing, dressing him up in accordingly new and more “suitable” “form” for this new
“content”.

Entered byAristotle and improved by Hegel categorical apparatus ideally befits
(suits) for description of similar “human” procedures.

This apparatus, from which in this case we may need mainly concepts “content”
and “form”, gives us an idea, in particyldrat boundary line for “content—form” concepts
is extraordinarily (extremely) movable and very illusive: being or appearing there and then
as a completely shallow (vapid, insipid) “form”, here and now it seems already to be a
“form more rich in content” (“more pithy form”), which continuing (proceeding) to move
and develop, more and more “reminds” the actually headily “developing content”. Regarding
usage of concepts “content—form” for description of corresponding “human” processes it
is possible to see, that in the course of their motion the “content” changes the “forms” of
the development (i.e. it evolves, it “morphs”), “outgrowing” them so heattibt the
impression is, that it is steadily late “to get a form” and at times continues its motion as
“naked”, “unshaped”, “unformed propeontent”.

In actual fact, as creators of categories specify on thats artillusion, since
“content” can not show up and exist out of “form”, can not move otherwise, than “through
(via) a form”. Merely “forms” become diérent — more flexible, more “movable”, more
“pithy” and more “elusive” for consciousness... Not entering into contradiction with this
statement and using the mode (method, technique) of limiting (utmost, eventual) transition
which is applied by mathematicians when searching for limits, it is still possible in our
opinion, to see and discover that direction and that limit to which the described motion of
“content” aspires (trends):

An “eventual point”, “ultimate goal”, “destination” and also “the sense” of motion
of “content” is comprehension (uptake, absorption) by it of “praigetf-in-motion”.

As it's seen from formulation above, such a limit can be determined foytmatly
undoubtedly in principle, it is not achievable (attainable) really
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Further we will try to show (demonstrate) that in foundation of all:

A). Human (including social) motions, aspirations (tendencies), motives —i.e. motions,
changes at the level of “human and social nature”;

B). Motions, transformations (of kinds and forms) at the level of “wildlife”, “alive
nature”;
Q). Changes, motions, transformations at the level of “inanimate matter (nature)” —

in fact, the uniform process of motion of “content” through a, rolain, line,
sequence of improving “forms”, moving (travelling) in the direction of search, finding and
expression of “content” with more and more perfect (optimal) “form” Aesl this process
can be eventually “in limiting (utmost) transition” described by the next categorical
(conceptual) model:

A motion (evolution) of the “content” comes true in the direction of comprehension,
absorption, expression of the “content-in-motion” (“content-in-evolution”).

We'll designate (denote) this model (formulation) by a symbol “@” for ease of
further reference.

1. As interpreting proof of correctness of this position (definition) in regard to the
level of “human and social nature” (level A) we’ll take for example development of events,
coming true literally on our eyes.

The way of communication and exchange with information between people at the
first half of 18-th century and earlier was limited to communication vis-a-vis and by
epistolary genre, which was grounded mainly on a mechanical method of delivery of these
information (knowledge, data). Pithy (rich in content) resource of humanity (as well as
level of civilization with its material culture) has been described at that time by the volume
of information and knowledge, which has been forming and becoming property of some
associations of people maximum with a speed of horse run between post-focsesng
to this, intensity (rate) of changes of the form of civilization at those times was extremely
low (food, clothes, footweadwellings, tools and method of production at that level were
scanty primitive and unchanging actually during the protracted enough periods). Invention
of method of data transferring by means of electric wire communication, and afterwards,
by means of electromagnetic waves (appearance of telephone, radio-telegraph, and, then,
television) at first accompanied and afterwards assisted the industrial boom of the past
century (rate of information streams transmission cardinally changed form of existence of
civilization). And, finally, informative explosion of the end of the last century - beginning
of the present centyrgontinually introduces amendments, substantially modifying human
being and thinking within extraordinarily short intervals of time. Now it is possible to
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suppose only —which a jump in community development is prepared to mankind by “virtual
space” of the Internet with its computer technologies.

You can ague that a man is provided with “consciousness” (“thinking”) that allows
him to accumulate and transfer knowledge, to draw up plans, prognoses, anticipate the
future and change the forms of his existence in accordance with these prognoses and that is
why, you will say all the above stated is obvious. In other words gifisily enough to see
correctness (truth) and practicability of formulation “@” at the level of “human and social
nature”, but which attitude toward the described model of moving of “pithy information”
have levels B and C?

2. How to see analogical (identical) type and character of process, for example, at the
level of inanimate “wildlife” (“alive nature”)AMe shall look through the most widespread

and obvious examples of “content-form” motion and transformations at the level B.
Shellfishes with their shells of spiral kind are perhaps the most evident standards (specimens)
of “content-form” transformations in the course of motion and development (evolution) of
“pithy constituent” at the level of “living nature”.

Mirror (reflection) symmetry of alive creatures also personifies by itself nothing
else than “content-form” interaction of two parts, two opposite constituents of the whole
organism during all life cycle of individual (it concerns insects, reptiles, fishes, birds, animals
et cetera)The “mirrorreflected” parts of @anism of individual execute (exercise) through
the process of life both “especially form(al)” or “more pithy” functions alternately

Co-operation of individuad’ mirror halves accompanies a growth and pubescence
of “content” (i.e. accumulation of its capacity) up to the moment of transmission of this
accumulated volume (bulk) in a “convolute”, “compressed” mode to the breed (posterity
new generation). Furthefcontent-form” transformations accompany the process of
connubium, impregnation of egg, origin of new phase of “pithy unit” and continuation of
its further motion in the same direction, but on new stage. More vividly (clearly) this
process is presented by the well-known examples of metamorphosis of insects (butterfly -

egg - caterpillar - pupa - butterfly).

It is possible to reveal, trace and describe regarding the entire animal world
(including a man) the “content-form” transformations in the most generalized (common)
view: interaction of “content-form” as relations of (between) “male-female”, connubium,
impregnation of ovule and birth of new “pithy link” as posteritiius, reproduction of
new individual is continuation of “content-form” relations on the next similar coil (level).
Meanwhile, eating (and assimilation) of living “forms” by one another in process of life
cycle of individual and enriching (“feeding”) by that a “processing content” also make the
core of “content-form” transformations at this level.
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At that, development of each more shallow fragment (component part) of this
process, in turn, can be examined from positions of relations of similar parts (for instance,
“content-form” co-operation of spiral branches over the life cycle of molecule of
DNA).Analogical character of transformations within the frames of vegetable world may
be demonstrated by a cyclic motion in a chain of “plant-fruit-seed-a new plant-" or by
external view and internal structure of trees, leaves, fruits (that is illustrated by Fig.1).

movinag

Form

moving

Content

moving

Leaf

Fig.1

3. Itis still more dificult to see the similar transformations at the level C of “inanimate
matter (nature)”, since periods of such transformations (coils) stretch, at times, not merely
on centuries, but on millions and milliards of years.
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It is known that nonuniform sun heating offdient areas of earth surface causes
moving of the air masses (winds, hurricanes, tornado et cetera). Even, if oftendif
reasons of changes (fallouts, earthquakes, consequences of thunderstorm phenomena et
cetera) are not taken into account, then displacement of the air masses anyway changes a
surface relief (form of land surface). Iffedts on the change of surface heating terms,
which, in turn, have an influence on intensity of heating of air and make alterations in
character of moving of the masses of thiis The last, again, &fcts surface relief and
causes change of picture (diagram) of surface heating. In such a way by means of
accumulation of certain local changes (even exceptifegtsfof tectonic and volcanic
nature) diferent areas with various climatic zones can appear on the earth siliface.
modified land form (relief) starts at once newly to absorb sunbeams and newly assimilate
their power (enay) content. It is expressed in the change of heat emission, and,
consequentlyin changing degree and intensity of heating of air above a sufiagdast
circumstance, in turn, causes the change (relatively to previous) of character of motion of
the masses of air above the same surface and, accordiitdythe new changes of surface
relief (form). Thus, the new form of surface, as though, follows changing of heat-power
content of air environment. Many times repeated changes within a long period of time
eventually lead to radical “pithy” transformations, — that is to the avalanche-type following
of “form” towards changes, what implies (means) at last a qualitative leap and passing
(transfer) to the new cardinally changed “form” with the new volume of the accumulated
“content”.As a result it can be a perfect destruction of prior “form” and replacement of it
for a new one or such “form” modification that facilitates even more intensive following of
“form” towards further changes.

Now we’ll complicate prior example. Interaction of surfaces ofedént water
bodies (rivers, lakes, seas, oceans, etc.) with the heated air and sunny radiation conduces to
evaporation of superficial layers of water mirrors, which rising above earth are cooling
down by atmosphere and form the clouds of aquatic si&ire further lifting and cooling
water vapours condense and condensing moisture returns eventually on earth as fallouts
(rains, showers, hail, snoviljhis circumstance causes change of outlines of banks (coasts),
areas of water surfaces, depth of reservoirs, speed and volumes of soil transfer,by water
appearance of new water bodies, and, consequeistiange of terms, character and intensity
of the subsequent stage of water evaporafitiarnation (to say more preciselyparallel-
serial” action) of the modes of water evaporation and fallouts leads at times to the substantial
changes of relief (forms) of the earth surface areas and changing of climaticTiargs.
“form” constantly as though, pulls up to “content” of occurring changes. Even not accounting
influence of tectonic-volcanic “activity” and any other space influences (except the action
of solar radiation), it is possible to see that above described “content-form” interaction is
expressed in substantial modifications of “forms” (change of local surface areas and
displacement of climatic zones) following “pithy layers” (heating - vapouring up - falling
out).

Now we shall add one more co-factor to the examined process. It is known that
formation of clouds is sometimes accompanied by their polarization (i.e. by an accumulation
in the cloud of electric chges of one signAs a result of approach and collision (contact)
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of the polar chayed clouds with one another or with earth the powerful electric dgehar
(lightnings) take place (occur), which cause at times huge changes in an environment and
induce to appearance of new forrkso it can happen under reason of change of surface
relief due to fires, and also because of formation of new quality chemical compounds of
elements (from composition of the eastltrust, waterair, etc.) under ééct of high
temperature in the local place of electric disghakrisen compounds of elements, absorbing
new “pithy” changes in themselves, assist accumulations of further “content” in new
gualitative “forms”. Quite possible, just the same electric diggsated, in scientists’
opinion, to conditioning for the origin of prototypes of forms more “movable”, more flexible
and adjusted to absorption and accumulation of further changes, i.e. “proto alive” forms,
and afterwards, protoplasmA. “form” here persistently follows the “pithy changes” of
surrounding space, bringing in, in turn, its contribution to the volume of “pithy
accumulations”, caused by this motion. In the end, it can result in drastic alterations of
“pithy character” such as cataclysms and saltatory origin of cardinally new “foAns”.

that, not only the outlines (relief) of previous forms of locality and climatic terms could
change, but also compounds of elements with the changed and extraordinary chemical
compositions could appe&nd they in turn could result in the origin of new more “flexible

and movable” (that is more “pithy”) structures and forms.

[We should notice that stated in this clause examples are examined by us under
assumption (stipulation) of lack of any elements of “wildli#&/ailability of “alive forms”
undoubtedly would accelerate the investigated “content-form” transitions, what takes place
in reality at present evolution stage].

All natural cyclic phenomena (for example, changing of seasons: spring-summer
autumn-winter) — are nothing else than spiral-shaped ascent of “content” by the renewed
“forms”, i.e. exposing of such a movement in the direction of absorption and comprehension
of “changing content” by the “changing content” itself.

Interaction of electric chges and phenomenon of electromagnetic nature also
conceal evolution of “content-form” relations inside.

To similar type of transitions, evidentlyis necessary to take still unstudied enough
successive (serial) interlinkage (interengagement) of “elements” (fire-earth-auatand
“types of interactions” (gravitational-electromagnetic-strong-weak-).

And, finally, let us try now to recreate by strength (tension) of imagination the
most fundamental coil of evolution, the most “overall” coil of spiral, which we still can
only imagine to ourselves.
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From a moment of Big Bang as some “singularity”, some “pro-origin” — that is,
from a conditional beginning which we yet can onlfoaf to think of, motion of the
mentioned above “activity” (“content”) comes via next “intermediate forms”: nebula,
galaxies, staplanetary systems, separate planets at last. Form-building (forming) of these
objects proceeds until noBtarry sky is in fact a “longitudinal-transversal-depth” section
or cut of “forms-tracks” of parallel-serial motion of “contert’crowd of worlds, hanging
above us, is intermediate “layers-stages-levels-forms” through which the “pithy activity”
has been passing (transferring that, conditionally-eventual link of this “pithy activity”
in the person of us (humanity) also is just “intermediate form” of realization of this “activity”
which after the stages-phases of “non-alive” forms, described above, got yet through the
stages of forms more “movable” — “alive-biological” — and furtheralive-thinking-
animated”.Today we can clearly find and feel ourselves in a role of “pithy molluscan
shellfish” being in the “shell” of this comprehensively (uniformly) “receding form” -
UniverseWe, as the “richest in content link” (“most pithy form”) from those forms currently
known to us for certain, try to grasp, get to kndW with “content” that “chainlet” of
“forms”, which were “passed” by us up till now since the times of Big BAnotyally, we
as a new “pithy origin”, trying to “lock” this coil, do “twist” it again, but yet at a new level.

At that, in equal degree we have no reasons to assert either that pithy motion finished by us
(by humanity and that we, humanitgre a crown of the whole evolution) or that motion of
“activity” had not taken place before time of the so-called Big Bang.

* * *

The described “activity” is inherent to all levels without exception; it is “through”
and “universal”’ And the name of this “through activity” is model “@".

“Pithy in content” accumulations promote the change of “intensity” of “content”
tendency to return back “to-it-own-itself-at-new-level” or in other words, the change of
“curvature” of spiral coil of evolution. One level of evolutionfdis from the other one
mainly by the values of these two parameters (intensity and curvature).

Independently of that we become aware of it or not — as people, a dog wants it or
not - as animal, an ant aims at it — as insect, a, rd@yan, mountain, planet Earth, the
Milky Way or visible (conceivable) by us Universe “know” about it or not — all the
enumerated is involved in movement (process) described by the above-mentioned
formulation “@”. Any infinitely complex systems, phenomena, processes can be
decomposed (disassembled) on constituents and universal “content-form” transformations
of the described orientation, which can be distinguished and seen there.
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Each system or element represents the result-derivation of process of dialectical

interaction of two origins, i.e. of two sides-constituents of the same (of one integer).

A manis a “spiral”, a dog is a “spiral”, an ant is a “spiral”, Galaxy is a “spiral” and
Universe is a “spiral”. More preciselgach of the mentioned “elements” (stages) of evolution
is the chain of “content-form” transformations, essence of which is “grasped” and represented

by formulation “@".

And, finally, the core of the expounded process of evolution (as well as “conceptual”
formulation itself) can be visually (approximately) represented by the image of three-

dimensional hollow spiral, as it is illustrated by Fig.2.

Movement (Tendency) of Movement (Tendency) of

Content Form

Fig.2

The “mechanism” of development (both directed “vectorial” motion and
nondirectional “scalar” change) can be described as “absorption by its-own-itself” and
“revival of its-own-itself-altered”, as “snowballing”, as “out-of-its-own-itself-making”.
Formulation “@” is in fact description of the principle of “self-motion”, of “self-evolution”.
Thus, for understanding of essence of evolution and development of whatever anything the
necessity of search of “prime cause” (“original chaos”, “the beginning”) and external
incentive force comes to naught (drops out, falls awBlyat's why there is no need in

seeking out the figure of Creator or Dengigiias a reason of “prime impulse” and “curator”
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of subsequent changes. Realization of this circumstance is in particular the key to resolution
(settlement) and removal of religious contradictions which, as we already can sée now
increasingly frequency become a stumbling-stone on the way of more close co-operation of
people Another look at ourselves and surroundings can be useful and needed for finding a
new impulse of development.

Undoubtedlythe expounded conception requires verification and confirmation by
more numbers of examples and interpretations, than we presented here. But since then a
penetrating man will be able to discover and search for similar examples without our

assistance.




Superstition and Syncetism: Setbacks tcAuthentic
Christian Practice in Africa
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Abstract

Atypical Sub-SaharaAfrican is often described by figners as
‘incurably religious”. Thee is some tith in that description.
However this samecognized tendency isgponsible for @dulity
prevalent in the continent, manifestedtingh superstitious beliefs
and the various forms of attending syetism. Both superstition
and syncetism have jointly infected authentieligious
commitment to Christianity or Islam iAfrica. This paper
undettakes to expose and aéds the various nuances of such
superstitious beliefs and syetism. It will trace the origin and
evolution of such tendencies, highlighting how such constitute a
problem to legitimate Christian commitment and practice. Our
methodology is critically explorative and exposytor

Intr oduction

A glance at some of the most common superstitious beliefs and practices from
around the world reveals that while some people follow them meticulously and religiously
others dismiss them as sheer irrationality and hence deplorable. Hoavevtiing remains
certain: there is no culture without its impending superstitions and no amount of sermonizing
or education has been able to relief those who are well entrenched in them from the
contagious pangs of these eroded religious beliefs. It is exactly thisthiat Naik (2010)
has poignantly difmed.

Over a period of time, superstitions haweted themselves firmly in our socjety

so much so that it is \tirally impossible for the person to igeathem. They have
made a place for themselves in all the walks of life, including politics and sports.
Politicians resoting to the astlogical predictions is not at all ra. On the other
hand, examples of superstitions in dpanclude cricketers caying a coloed
handkechief in their pocket, or soccer players putting their right foot first when
they enter the field. Such superstitious practicesfannd all over the worlaAnd
some people just cdarseem to swive without them..

It has been observed howeptrat whenever and wherever there are superstitions,
such are bound to intermarry with other ‘orthodox’ creeds thereby resulting in syncretism.

*Department of Religious and Culturaliies University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria.
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That is how both superstitions and syncretism become inextricably associated and are always
found togetheras we will see in awhile.

What is Superstition?

Superstition has full meaning and significance within the religious setiimg)is
because it is within such a context that it constitutes a deviation, a derailment or a
contamination of the &tial system of belief recognized and upheld as authentic by that
particular religion. For superstition to occur there must be at least two separate religious
contexts or better still two distinct creedal systems: the one, flodall§ accepted;
recognized as authentic and the other the setting from which it is exported before being
espousedThe superstitious belief is a strangan intrudernot recognized and therefore
unwelcomed by the generality of its new context. For this reason, superstitions are never
superstitious for those upholding them and within the context where they holdPatay
otherwise, superstition is only superstitious for those who do not believe in them, those
who do not accept them. It is within afdifent creedal system that superstitions constitute
an aberration, because they do not augur well with the whole set-up of the new context. It
must be mentioned here that superstitious beliefs are only espoused by some members of
the new religious context to which they are introduced and never Byhaldisparity is
what stands superstition out, as out of pl@bet is why superstition is considered a pollution
within its new creedal setting. It does this by introducing some strange and obnoxious
doctrines and beliefs that are contrary to sorfieially held doctrinal and dogmatic strata
of that religion.

Superstition can then be conceived as the belief that particular events happen in a
way that cannot be explained by reason or scieasitally superstitions are the beliefs
which are not at all backed by science, and far from ratiorialibhijit Naik (2010).This
point is important, because religion itself as we know must be reasonable. Hence superstition
towing the line of unreasonableness is sometimes described as an attitude of ‘jumping
where there are no huddles’. Superstitious believers obviously would prefer mysterious or
semi magical explanations to scientific ones, even in cases where the latter are the most
obvious and the most plausiblhe superstitious fulfills this attitude sometimes assigned
to deism: Credo quia abswlum”- “I believe because it is absurdihis means that the
only reason persuading one to embrace a particular creed is because the said creed is far
from being clear and meaningful. It is absurd; meaning that it is opaque to reason. In a
sense, the superstitious gives in not because of conviction, but because he has no choice
since the issue is beyond the explanatory aptitude of résstimoh observes, this involves
trusting the truth of something simply because it cannot be rationally or empirically
supported.

This type of evaluation (superstitious) augurs badly véltigious faith. For as the
saying goes, “only a believer can see a blackdldrin the dark.” For people who

buy such opinion, faith is darkness while knowledge is light. Implied in this statement
is that thee is not an iota of rationality when it comes to issueglifious belief.

Faith, theefore accoding to this frame of mind, would imply a ooation of the
illogical — the absud; the defeat of the intellect, leading to the embrace of the
absud as the only alternativeCredo quia absurdum est. (2008: 107).
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Throwing more light on the above adagaeto quia abswium est,would expose
the precarious situation of the superstitious. For him, reason has to be relegated to the
background in its act of intellection because it is powerless before the immense mystery
surrounding the divine-human relationship in the world and so can no longer pursue its
guestAs a result, reason must shy away; it must surrender to faith, the principle of intellectual
failure, for reason would not want to meddle with the ‘absutttie intellectually unclear
Whenever and wherever a particular ‘faith’ fits the above description, the religious theory
called fideism or credulity is inevitabl&his is because following R. Smart “fideism is a
view that our knowledge of religious reality is not, cannot be and ought not to be based
upon rational or natural evidence, but solely on faith.” (1X6¢ording to Karl Rahner et
al superstition is an irrational cult of God appearing in a pattern unworthy of God, expressing
confidence in formulae and rites which attempt to force SasiSistance in order to predict
the future. As such, it is a semi-religious veneration of real or imaginary powers in the
place of God(458).Most often, superstitions constitute a form of degeneration of religion.
It involves practices of dubious value and dubious authentibitymeans of which
practitioners may make their living. It may involve the manufacture and sales of various
items claimed to possess infused spiritual powers. But in reality it is a misplaced or confused
value.That is why as Naik (2010) states belpitis only accepted by the credulous or the
gullible.

Basically these beliefs and practiceseaillogical assumptions based on one
particular incident, and followed by the gullible. For instance a cricketer who
casually caried a red handkezhief in his pocket and played a magnificent innings
that day is bound to believe that the good luck wasidint upon him by this wer
handkechief, and thegfore carry it in his pocket evgrtime he goes out to bat.

Ancient Romans identified superstition with all forms of exaggerated or extravagant
religion. Christian theology recognizes in it, the fact of attaching a religious significance to
what should not or in fact does not merit such a regard. It then warns that Christians should
beware because superstition leads to a veritable degeneration of piety which may appear
externally the most corre@ouyer (610)A superstitious person considers the world as
shrouded in unexplainable or impenetrable mysteries. For instaA&ecen worldview
it is believed that ghosts and spirits share the universe with humans and therefore keep
tormenting them at will with unexplainable though irksome experiences. Most events, even
those with possible ordinary rational explanations with no mysterious nuances, are attributed
to spiritual demonic forces or ghosts. If someone slums and dies of heart attack he would
be said to have been knockefilmf a ghost, even if medical findings from autopsy proves
the contrarylf the roof of a building caves in, an enemy would take the blame instead of
the architectThat was exactly the issue | raised in my paper: “Death is not Natural: the
African Story” critically exploring and deploring the wrong attitudeAdficans towards
death. According to theAfrican viewpoint, people do not die; they are killed. (Umoh,
2012:1-13)

Superstition is an archaic manner of viewing the universe and of interpreting its
occurrences. Itis pre-scientific, unscientific and anti-scientific in charatiieris because
the world of strict and universal laws discovered by science since its inception in the
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seventeenth century has no place for the capricious interference of the supernatural in
natural eventsThe world portrayed by science is no longer the haunting-pitch of alien
spirits, but a system of components operating in accordance with ineluctable laws of
mechanicslt is no longer a vision of the planet governed and controlled by ghosts and
spirits; instead it is a universe governed by scientific laws accessible to and controllable by
the scientific communityAnd that is the world we religious men and women find ourselves
today Hence a superstitious believer today is eag@xious and fearful of occult forces
believed to be constantly menacing the univeféat is why superstitious believers are
immersed in a religion of fear and inauthentic faith.

Superstitions in theory and Practice

Abhijit Naik (2010) has made reference to a certain superstitious practice that |
believe exists in all cultures. Every time you sneeze, someone around you utters ‘God
bless’or ‘gesundheitin German, meaning ‘good healtlr as among th&nnangs south-
south of Nigeria: “Nwafia Nsa oh!” meaning ‘may God forbie&thThis common incident,
irrespective of which region one finds oneself started in the 16th century in Europe, wherein
it was believed the person throws the evil spirits within his body out whenever he sneezes.
“Most of these superstitious beliefs are backed by some illogical knowledge, and spread by
gullible people,” says Naik.

The Al Jazeera television network had an emission showing a documentary of
extremely brutal acts, believed to be an outcome of superstitious beliahbaniaA
certain Dr Leonard Kubi was shown occupied with the rescue of seriously mutilated albinos,
whose body parts, mostly arms, were choppgdraf sold to witch doctors for superstitious
rituals. According to a popular and longstanding superstitious belief in the region, body
parts of young albinos are used by witch doctors for rituals meant to bring prosperity and
good fortuneThat led to a frantic hunt for albinos for parts; in fact but for the quick
intervention of the government, albinos were fast becoming endangered gypearessted
witch doctor equally confessed that about half the population of prophets and pastors in the
area consulted him to obtain powers for their various church ministries. From this, one can
see how superstitious beliefs flow very naturally into syncrefiddazeera, 1September
2012.

There are stories of people scavenging for used menstrual sanitary pads in Nigeria
for ritual purposesThis is another event resulting from superstitious belief in the
efficaciousness of menses in traditional ritudlse fact reported here below by Henry
Umabhi in one of the Nigerian dailies says it all.

Are you a woman, who disposes her merdpads in the garbage bin®l could
be a victim of ritualists scavenging for such things. Investigations lexealed
that ritualists ae on the powl looking for womes’sanitay padsAfemale student
in girls’ special science school in the South East told epotter that scavengers
of sanitay pads wes caught in the hostel dumpsite while gathering sapipads.
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Accoding to hertwo ladies wes caught with a bag of used menstrpads at the
hostel dumpsiteg(5)

Among theAnnangs of southern Nigeria, traditional herbalists and doctors well
talented in their trade must demand items for sacrifice in addition to medical bills. Such
could be live animals - goat, tortoise, or fowl. For them this would constitute a seal of
authentication of their talentEheir practice is therefore more of physical healing achieved
through spiritual means thallestern medicinelhat is why all traditional doctors in the
region were equally priestBhis is also an indication that traditional medicine is not scientific
but cultic. Such a tendency is a return to the total mix-up prevalent in the past when every
type of knowledge was either religion or nothing. But as we k@reek philosophy had
already dealt a fatal blow to that tendency of dumping all forms of knowledge tqdsther
assigning dilerent departments to t&frent bodies of wisdom.

In the same region &nnangland, one wishing to be enlisted as a member of a
hunting expedition group has to be ceremonially and ritually initidiedugh apparently
not a religious group, hunters musfesfsacrifices in order to get protected against the
spirits of their slaughtered booti@hey have their norms and regulations which are cultic
in nature and therefore known only to initiated members. One of such norms is that no
hunter should be called by name during any their game as such would reveal the true
identity of the individual. Such would expose the lives of colleagues to danger as the
spirits of slaughtered animals can haunt those whose true identities are Khasis.an
offshoot of the traditional belief among tA@nangs, highlighted by Umoh (2009:71)
contending that ong’entire personal identity and destiny are contained irs orahe.
Anyone who knows my name has me at his beck; he can do anything he wants with my
person, for my name is my personhoblde background to the above hunting norm is also
the belief among th&nnangs that animals have souls or constitute habitats as it were, for
man'’s second soul called the ‘bush sodlherefore before entering the bush for their
expedition, hunters must line up at the edge of the road for a brief peaglrcarrying a
handful of sandThen at a signal they would intone this incantation together: “All you evil
forces in the bush, we command you: quit the bush as we enter and re-enter as soon as we
depart.”At the end of this short ritual, they would all throw the sand into the bush in unison
before penetrating into the dark green vegetations of the tropics. Here one can see an
ordinary hunting hobby blended with religion and fear — evidence that superstition always
gives rise to syncretism.

In other parts of Nigeria, there is a practice similar to that of cricketers carrying
coloured handkerchief in their pocket. It concerns a superstitious belief prevalent also in
many other parts dffrica, concerning palm fronds. Palm fronds are believed to wérd of
evils and to keep evil spirits at bare. Umoh, quotvgenagha has this to say:

In this respect, they (palmdnds) have ptective powers. Hence whoever or
whatever is transpaing corpses, which arbelieved to attract all st of spirit,
had to be potected with yellow palms. This practice still lingers on today in most
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parts of Nigeria as vehicles aafing humanemains ag potected with palm énds.
This is also meant to signify the sadness of deatl{2007:8).

Recentlythere was a row at an airport between some relatives and the crew members
of a certain airline transporting the remains of their dear one to Nigeria from abhead.
family, not being contented with attaching palm fronds to thén;adttempted to attach
some to the wings of the aircraft transporting the remains in order to protect the plane
against ghosts and other evil forces in mid®iis would ensure the plane against being
brought down by malevolent spirits attracted by the cofigss was really pure syncretism;
the peak of a crash of two cultures: the scientific and the traditional, pre-scientific and
superstitious cultureghe above in dééct shows that the superstitious is really a rotten
apple in the religious barrel.

Syncretism

L. Bouyer (614) derives ‘syncretism’ from the Greek etymomgkrateinmeaning
«pouring together». It is like pouring one type of liquid into another; for instance water
into wine, and thereby obtaining a totallyfdient substance which is neither purely water
nor purely unadulterated or undiluted wine. From this etymological meaning, syncretism
designated “a system or rather a tendency of Hellenistic thought which tended to mix and
to confuse most diversified cults”. It is “a fusion of rituals and doctrinEsé. concept
finds place in almost all modern religions @81cretism is a “blending,” a tampering, a
mixing togetherand a “bringing together of conflicting ideologies into a unity of thought
and/or into a cooperating, harmonious social relationstipgeles (286).

The word syncretism is used to refer to the practice of harmonizing two or more
distinct sets of beliefs to create an entirely new one. Syncretism normally refergitmgmer
beliefs of two or more religious systems in order to come up with a new one, which sometimes
demonstrates thteaits of the systems involvedlhis may also include the fusion of two
contradictory schools of thought. From the sociological point of \@gmcretism is necessary
for the smooth functioning of a society with fdifent backgrounds, as its absence can
disturb the balance of such a sociftgie fact that this concept can bring together two
contradictory thoughts may sound confusing and rightly so. Howtnadris a fact.

Syncretism is predominant when it comes to religions and culAséasr as religion
is concerned, it is a well-known fact that most of the modern religions evolved from various
ancients beliefs; hence the tendency to carry-over and blend with the former creedal milieu.
From the religious perspective then, it is in this blending that is found the adulterating
character of syncretisithis makes syncretism an inauthentic tenet gotten by combining
bits of various creeds, ideologies and views — even contradictory ones — resulting in a
formulation of a doctrine that is completely new and sometimes unidentifiable with any of
its original stufs. Such an espousing is far beyond the scope and in fact a deviation from
the taget of enculturation, which fakfrican Christians involves embracing the Christian
message in afffrican manner (Umoh 2012:5)
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The scenario quoted here below by Ejizu frsiimert K. Obiefuna about the Igbos
of Nigeria, converted to Catholicism, can conveniently be applied to most sub-Saharan
African convertsAccording to Obiefuna, there is no gainsaying the giant strides made by
Christianity inAfrica. But most of these Christians are indulged in beliefs which are tainted
with superstitions and syncretism.

Thousands come to our clehes. Our cathedrals and chapelg éitled to capacity

evely Sunday and during impiant celebrations like haest and bazaar# lot of
people also make huge donations for the upkeep of thelch@till many also

avail themselves of the Sacraments.... But ofterg tienrepotts that practicing
Christians ae equally idol worshippers. They swear on idolscehidden shrines

in their homes. They hide fetishes in their shades in the market stalls and in their
workshops. “Catechists, Seminarians on apostolic work in the towns and villages
are stunned at the degg of idol worship and superstitious practices that still exist
among a people that amostly baptized Catholics.”

In turn, Ehusani has also this all-important contribution to make, namely that
Christian faith imAfrica has sufered a terrible ambivalence in the hand of syncrefidris.
is because the external religious observances of Christians do not match the disparate deeply
rooted traditional beliefs of typicalfricans.

Majority of African Christians live ambivalent spiritual lives; with an exterior
allegiance to the God of Jesus Christ, but with an interior antigpes a mas
profound allegiance to the God of their forbears who lefissed to give way to the
new God. Ther is a wide gap, a split, or is it a dislocation, of mafyicans
recently conveed to Christianityand this phenomenon cries out for attention. So
soon after the “implanting” of Christianity irAfrica, and just as the fergn
missionaries a ariving home and congratulating themselves on the success of
their proselytizing missions, “the love of many has gone co(d39).

Ejizu in his turn decries this degradation in Christian values amdmcans
resulting from syncretism. He observes that at every retreat, Catholics (Christians) bring
out from their homes fetishes and charms of all tyBesording to him, idol worship,
superstitious practices, fear of witchcraft, charms, and all sorts of vain observances are
realities prevalent among our Catholithis in efect attests beyond doubt to the fact that
the indigenous religions remain very much the living faith of nfrigan converts.They
are mixed with newly embraced faiths a former missionary M/estAfrica, Lee Hegeman
affirms, only one out of ten self-named Christians in this region practices true Christianity
Syncretism is therefore well imbeddedAfrica. Hence Umoh (2012a) faims: “Our
religious inclination in this country is very syncretistic.” (90).

Some people call it syretism, but it may be metike dual eligious allegiance,
whele Christianity is practiced in the daytime and occult [practice] is done at
night. Many of the pastors will pach fom the pulpit that this type of thing is
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wrong, but se@tly take patrrin it at night. Thee is the mentalityespecially in
African Initiated Chuches, whes the posperity gospel is pached, that you do
what you’ve got to do to get aheadu¥Yely on the powers available to yowuy
are hopeful that Christ will help, but when he ¢tawme though on Sundayou
may take out a diffent insurance policy at night.”

frjody.com/tag/superstition

This new type of ‘insurance policy’ amounting to syncretism is very rampant
nowadays and very much behind the story belot long agoAloysiusAttah, reported
that a self-proclaimed prophet in Nsukka Local Governrhezd of Enugu State, Nigeria
was pulling the crowd to his newly founded church. His immense achievements were
attributed to superstition and syncretisde held vigils practically every night and people
overcrowded his centre because of “mind-blowing testimonies” from those who had visited
him previously To attract new followers and to keep old ones, the prophet had to blend
rites, rituals and symbols from several sources: many the mainline churches, sects and
traditional religions. He used some religious items that his neophytes were familiar with in
their former respective churches: such as oils, incense, crucifix, and of course the bible. He
adapted his prayers, and rituals to suit as many participants as possible in his arena.

Things assumed a dangeis dimension when theguhet allegedly applied some
Catholic doctrines in his prayers appantly to attract mag peopleHe began his
prayers with the sign of theass, while theasary was also said in evwggathering.
However the style of his vision bught confusion among people, ewtting
rancour and mutual suspicion. People began to see thethers as the soae of
their problems, while some who visited theygret insisted that the names of their
enemies should bevealed to themk-Priests-Forum@yahoogroups.com (2n1

From the above, syncretism cannot but be evident and | am persuaded to agree
with Nnamani (2003) that “All the separatist churches — eveAfiligan sections of the
mission churches — are syncretistMl. their Christian ideas are edited by the religious
ideas they bring with them from their cultural upbringing.” (9)is observation tarries
with the following by J. Omoregbe thafrican religion is still very much a living religion
blended with Christianity and Islam by a vast majority on the continent and thereby giving
vent to syncretism:

Even among thosAfricans who have been context to Christianity or Islam,
very many have noeally abandoned their indigenousligion completelyin times

of difficulties or die need they go back to theirats — to their indigenougligion.
Indeed, vey manyAfrican Christians and Muslims have continued with the practice
of their indigenouseligion along with Christianity or Islam as the case may be,
which means that their “conversion” dm African indigenous Religion to
Christianity or Islam was never totgl63)
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In this light Umoh insists: “I can confidently fafn that theAfrican type of
Christianity is a thorough syncretism, because ideas indiscriminately taken from several
sources are forced together and thereby producing strange doctrines, dogmas, philosophies
or religion, which are neither traditionalBfrican nor African Christianity” Umoh
(2012:14). Ejizu is right in the explanation below:

The eason for the above is not at all flatched As we all ae awae, religious
conversion is such a complex and fluid issue. This isqoudarly true inAfrica,;

with the persistence of vital beliefs among many converts to Christianity and the
tremendousasilience and adaptability of their indigenoedigions, it is extemely
difficult to be categorical about the state efigious conversion of the majority of
Africans. The astonishing stories of phenomenal achievements of the missionary
religions and of haic lives of faith by numeus conves to Christianity or Islam

ought to be taken together with the constant complaints against shallowness of
faith, nominal membership, syetistic practices among a lge segment of the
population of new conves www.afrikaworld.net/afre/conversion.htm

The impact ofWestern civilization in this regard is not overwhelming, because it
has not succeeded to produce pure and auth&fitcan Christians or Muslims totally
liberated from the various forms of superstitious beliefs they bring with them into their
new faith.

When one sees didrican professor of nuclear physics standing naked at

a road junction in the midnight and pulling off the head of a living chicken
while making some incantations to the evil spirits or when one considers
the number of Christians seeking esxiem fom numesus healers in
modernAfrican communities, one would not need to be told again that
science has not succeeded in dealing a fatal blow to the belief in demons.
(Nnamani: 88)

In another development | still remember vividly a serious scandal that broke up
some years ago in a small village of Inen, in the southern part of Nigeria. It concerned this
same phenomenon, syncretism. Much to the surprise of all villagers, an apparently very
faithful Christian was caught in the very act of fetching sand from a fresh grave of a young
man.The sand was for a ritual currently termed “assignment” in some religious quarters.
Various unusual, controversial and often unchristian “assignments” are prescribed to
members by some modern charismatic movements not only within thifrean initiated
churches, but even in some mainline churches. Fetching the red earth from new graves for
certain rituals among members of the group is just one of $hehmain controversy in
the above case was that traditionally anyone found roaming about a new grave was a suspect;
his presence there was to celebrate the death of the victim and such was held responsible
for the demiseTraditionally, this was a very serious matter for villagdise cause of the
scandal in the above particular case was the fact that the person involved was a practicing
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Christian.That ‘assignments a very clear case of superstition and syncretism, a confused
doctrine cross-pollinating two totally d&frent realms of doctrinal beliefs.

African Initiated Chur ches and Pentecostalism

Syncretism can be regarded as a religious prostitution. It has found a fertile ground
with the current new religious movements and PentecostAlsidan Initiated churches.
With such movements syncretism is spreading like wild fire throughout the continent. Having
detached themselves from the mainline churches, these modern sects have been turned into
private businesses by their founders and pasfdith.the proliferation, the founders have
to cope with challenges, competitions and struggle for customers in the religious world
market.They are therefore obliged to advertise their goods befittilagigmpt to outwit
other competitors by attracting and keeping as many clients as poEkiyfescramble for
members by all means; that is by preaching only what they would want t€beaerning
this last, the most often referred to is miracles in connection with wealth, health, power
material well being, including success in marriage, long life, prospbrigaking of age-
long curses and family woes, destruction of sglemies, especially witch@hiese days,
no mention is ever made of heaven and hell. Heaven is either materially here or nowhere.

The proliferation of new religious movements, sects and independent churches in
Africa in general and Nigeria in particular is a fact that cannot escape the notice of any
newcomer to the continent. In Nigeria for example, everywhere is converted to a makeshift
place of worship.

In the little town oAbak inAkwa Ibom State, for example, thare several hundds

of them (sectsplthough the population of theea is not mar than 6000 inhabitants
yet the town could rightly befered to as the seed bed or harbinger of all types of
erratic religious movements. Literallgll the classopoms in primay schools, open
spaces in the filing stations, some lockup estompublic buildings, bus stops,
mechanic shades, drinking parlours and, in some cases, even parloams s of
private houses, etc have been turned intocimes, especially on Sunday&loette,
(36)

The peculiar way in which these New Religious Movements contribute to
superstition and syncretism is fascinating. Motivating factors resulting in the proliferation
of New Religious Movements and subsequently in the increase in syncretism are
multifarious. Howeverthe one that concerns our paper most is the failure by missionaries
of the orthodox mainstream churches to meet the spiritual ne@dsgaains within their
cultural context and ambienthe early Christian missionaries never tédtican cosmology
and world view into consideration while evangelizing. Here | totally agree with Kofi
Appiah-Kubi (1991:148) that the impact of Christian faittAfinica should be received
with mixed feelingsThis is because on the one hand Christianity has opened up the continent
to the rest of the world in terms\festern education and civilization. But on the qtter



Superstition and Syncretism: Setback&uathentic 45
Christian Practice iAfrica

innovation was brought into the continent with no regard foAfnean world view and

custom. Innovators considerAttica atabula rasa a blank slate — on which just anything

could be documented@he outcome was disastrous: poor quality of Christian discipleship
and widespread crises of commitment among peoples. Further consequences reveal that
the innovators hatched out half-baked Christians who are neither truly the foreign Christians
according to their predetermined scheme nor totally their foAfmeran pagans, as they

were usually calledlhis last says it all about the agony of the biafrican continent. It is

“the agony of constantly being described by visitors in our land as being an incurably
religious people and yet as pagans.” Kabpiah Kubi, (167). Hence there is need for
proper enculturation, poignantly described here by Udoette as:

...a serious seah on the parof Africans to accept Christianity and at the same
time maintain their identity a&fricans... the need to attain to spiritual fulfilment
without having to become white men....an attempt to strip Christianity ofatgrior
cloak and make it meaningful and fulfillingAdrican in their socio-cultural milieu.
This means thaAfricans ae not at home with any kind of Christianity that does
not come to grip witkfrican life and poblems. Udoette (38)

It is in attempting to make for this necessity that the mushroom churches, as they
are sometimes called, go beyond the search for cultural identity or enculturation to adulterate
the very essence of the Christian message by embellishing it with superstitious and
syncretistic doctrines his is done in a bit to attract clients. It must be borne in mind that
most of the founders of these movements brokieah the mainstream Christian churches
to establish their ownThey deserted for several reasofistimes it was due to some
disagreement in matters of doctrines, leadership or findinczlast, the economic reason,
seems to constitute the main reason for the endless proliferation of nascent Christian churches
in Africa. This is because most of the New Religious Movements have been established for
purely economic reasoriBhis is implied in this remark by Udoette: “Many Nigerians have
come to see religion as a means of making profit and getting rich quitidgdant upon
this development is the wide range of deceits and falsehood that self-made and self-acclaimed
pastors sell out to the religiously scrupulous Nigerians.” (38). Precisely this is what Obiora
means in the lines below:

Along the line of the soul-winning mission cum supacy stuggle, the issues
have gone beyond theg# to spead pue faith. Political and socio-economic
considerations have all tooefquently been the majoeasons for the chahes
proliferation that haveeceived eligious colouration in ater to bring them to the
fore. They do these, because, they believe their last hopeslgyiom, not in hope

of salvation, heaven or hell, but the hope of acquiring material wealth by capitalising
on the ‘crass ignorance’ of the peop@biora (1).

These new era preachers adopt many strategies and tactics to outwit their rivals.
They excite, attract and draw their clientele mainly from among the youth and the middle-
aged, both employed and unemployed; for the unemployed to help them secure employment
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in Jesus’ name and for the employed to enable them to find promotion in Jesus’ mighty
name — all these in materialistic termhis is syncretism tainting the message of the gospel
with materialism.The founders/leaders are usually charismatic individuals, literate, and
often loud and flamboyant in their life-stylehey adopt very modem methods of preaching
employing electronic gadgets and modern mudieir overall bearing in life is generally
Western-oriented. Some of them employ all kinds of modem means of promotional
advertisement to propagate their message.

With all these, the corruption of the message of Christianity cannot but be obvious;
giving way to newly formulated superstitious doctrines to compliment whatever is retained
of the original teachings of the mother mainline churches from where thegein@r as
F. Obiora questions: “Why the multi-fission of church&s@ these churches not bringing
out elements that are not in consonance and accordance with the orthoda/lbaeséw
teachings have these new churches?Tfgy certainly make sure they deviate from some
teachings of the mainline churches, especially those doctrines that were found burdensome
to accept and what their neophytes would really want to Negoreacher of these nascent
churches preaches eternal life.

Materialistic Salvation

One of the negative contributions of the current new religious movements to
syncretism and superstition is the purely materialistic gospel preached by their men and
women of GodTurning their churches which are already personal pro@esgts or estates,
into commercial entities, founders do their utmost best to advertize their enterprises and
goods in the most attractive and flamboyant fashion that tegayld would want to hear
It is in this way that the authentic Christian message is lost sight of, jeopardized, diluted,
polluted and blended with things that have absolutely nothing to do with the Christian
vocation As we know syncretism is a misappropriation, and therefore an adulteration and
a dilution of the dogmas, doctrines, decrees, tenets and the creedal system of a particular
religion on modifying them for ong’personal motives. In this sense the materialistic
salvation and prosperity gospel in vogue today constitute a sharp and remarkable departure
from the authenticity of the original creed of the mainline churches.

The above departure from the message of salvation characterizes the evangelization
strategies of modern religious movements and nascent churches. Currently there is uproar
about one of the multi-millionaire Nigerian pastors, Mr Oyedepo, dubbed “The
Pastorpreneur” who is a popular preacher of the ‘prosperity gospel’. He is not the only
Nigerian pastor owning more than two private jets, but of late his prosperity gospel has fast
become scandalous. Between 2007 and 2010 he received £794,000 or 73 per cent of the
charitable donations paid out by the Brit\tinners’ Chapel.This was despite claims in
Africa that he is enriching himself at the expense of his devotees.” He has a fleet of not less
than four expensive aircrafts and his congregants are handed payment slips at every gathering
requesting payments by cheque, cash or debit card when they enter kdNdorErs’

Chapel. Geare Arbuthnott,Daily Mail, WednesdayOct 24 2012.
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The epotter (above) saw a payment slip being given toyeperson entering the
church encouraging them to donate money by cheque or cash or to fill in a form
with their debit cad details. The slip said tithes should be paid separately using a
‘Kingdom Investment Booklethd the epotter was informed that payments could
also be made by phon&.pastor told the worshippers: 64 shall be financially
promoted after this seice in Jesushame if you & ready to honour the Ldr
therefoe with all your givings, tithes, your offerings, your kingdom investment,
your sacrifices. Congmgants weg told to fill in their slips and hold them above
their heads while the donations \edrlessed.

The above is, to say the least, the height of syncretism, mixing up the message of
the Christian gospel with material wealth and twisting the Christian message to favour
personal material gainghis turning of God kingdom into a-money - gamble venture has
become superstitious, especially when judged against the background of authentic Christian
message still languishing within the orthodox Christian milidie Sunday Mailalso
reports of a video footage of Mr Oyedepo striking a woman across the face and condemning
her to hell after she had confessed of being a ‘witch for JeBuis .event is believed to
have happened in tWinners’Chapel Super church in Nigeria. In May 2012, the pastor
was sued for £800,000 over the alleged asskhil.is the type of shepherds we have today
and condemned by Cardiaithony Okogie of Laga&rchdiocese, for placing materialism
over and above the Christian mess#@gaong Mr Oyedepa fleet of aircrafts are said to
be a Gulfstream 1 and Gulfstream 4 private jets. It is also claimed that he and his wife,
Faith, travel in expensive Jeeps, flanked by convoys of siren-blaring vehicles. He is the
senior pastor of Faithabernacle: a 50,000-seat auditorium in Lagos Nigeria, reputed to be
the lagest church in the world, and runs a publishing company that distributes books carrying
his message across the world. His other business interests span manufacturing, petrol stations,
bakeries, water purification factories, recruitment, a univen@gtaurants, supermarkets
and real estat@he latest addition is a commercial airline named DomiAioimes.

http://lwww.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2220833/Laughing-private-jet—93m-paateused-
exploiting-British-worshippers.html#ixzz2AEP4el9P

Apart from Pastor Oyedepo, there are some other multi-millionaire pastors
preoccupied with the personal wealth gospels in Nigeria. “Many other Nigerian pastors are
similarly building multi-million dollar empires from their church@&sday pastors fly around
in private jets, drive fancy cars like Daimlers, Porsches and BMWSs, don Rolexes and Patek
Phillipes, and own breathtaking mansions all over the world.”

“Nigeria’s Five Richest Pastors” http//news2.onlinenigeria.com

Concluding Evaluation

A brief tour of our topic has been accomplish&. have come to grip with the
various nuances of superstition and syncretism and their menace to authentic Christian
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practice imAfrica. We have touched on their origin in traditional beliefs and in the mainline
churchesWe have equally met the contributions made by the New Religious Movement
towards superstition and syncretism, especially as regards their materialistic &bbspel.
these and a lot more have constituted a terrible baton in the wheels of authentic Christian
practice.

The magnitude of the success of this devastation lies with the socio-economic

backwardness of moéfricans.These vulnerable creatures become exploited in the very
process of searching for the miracles of better material wellbeing and improved living
conditions.As well observed by M. Bassey in Ukpong (2008): “This movement
(Pentecostalism) especially the Nigerian context, is shown to have appealed to psople’
sense of insecuritanguish and fear caused by crisis of values and identity in contemporary
society and the concomitant ruthless struggle for survival.” (Mii¢. setup is so confusing

that everybodyboth the exploiters and the exploited have lost sight of the true message of
the gospel. In todag’churches, nobody thinks or talks about heaVka.entire Christian
message today is on material success and sedin@ygospel message has become entirely
mundane. But alas the spiritual was the core of the message of Christ to his early followers
and Christians today were to follow suipart from povertymostAfricans are exploited,

led astray and become gullible due to ignorambey appear unwilling to be enlightened
about basic facts of liféAs Rudolf Okonkwo has correctly decried:

The tragedy oAfrica is that it eached the information age without first passing
through the industrial age. In matters tempo#stjca got to the modern age without
passing though the Enlightenment. That is why some people believe that a child
was born holding a mini-Koran in its hand, or that a child came out of the womb
holding a cpss in its hand. Why mini-Koran? Why &ss? Why something we
already know? Why does this kind of phenomenon only happen in societies that
wallow in superstition? If it is a messagerfr God, as some believe, why won’
God use the opportunity to send a definitive manual of life?
ikforum@yahoogroups.com

Thus materialistic salvation preached by new religious movements and the whole

spectrum of superstitious beliefs/syncretism highlighted above, violate this text of the book
of Deuteronomy about the integrity of Gediord: “Listen IsraelAdd nothing to the
commandment and de& that | give you; add nothing, subtract nothir{@eut. 4:1-2; 6-

8). The unalloyed message of Christianity has completely lost its purity directly or indirectly
to superstition and syncretisifihis is because “every word of God proves true; he is a
shield to those who take refuge in hiba not add to his wals, or else he willebuke you,

and you will be found a lidr(Prov 30:5-9). Preachers misappropriate, thwart and distort
the essential message of Christianity adapting it for their own material ftoditbig
question is: where do we go from here?
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Generation to Generation: Peennial Dread and Despairin
Chinua Achebe's Beware, Soul Brother and Olu Oguibe’s A
Gathering Fear.

Sunny Awhefeada*
Abstract

This paper explas the motifs of éad and despair in the pogtr
of two Nigerian writers of diffent generations. It gues that both poets
write against the backdp of an endless context of chaos and disor
occasioned by the caprices of higtofrhe consequences of the frightening
historical condition occasioned by military rule which both poets engage
are manifested in negative connotations which coalesce iet@ddand
despair The older poet is Chinuachebe, while the younger one is Olu
Oguibe.Achebes Bewae, Soul Bother and Oguibs’A Gathering Fear
are examined in this discourse as works of défergenerational
alignments, but beholden to the same historical temperament. What both
works foeground is the enenched and unending condition of national
disillusionment which is sustained by @enial chaos.

A recurring motif in the evaluation of Nigerian literature is the wisteecurring
disillusionment with the natiog’fractured experienc&his is so because the milieu from
which the writets imagination derives validation is fraught with experiences which inhere
in the tragic since the circumstances of history appear to have been unkind to Nigsria.
is reflected in the gravitas encountered in the natibt@rature. Nigeri& literary history
can be negotiated in three broad phases which are the pre-colonial, colonial and post-
independence. Each of the phases throws up inadequacies that ought to have been remedied
in the course of time. Howevdnstead of being ameliorated the disruptions continue to
deepen and create complex and often multiple national maladies. It is therefore plausible
for ChinuaAchebe (1975) to say that “the creative writer in independent Nigeria found
himself with a newterrifying problem on his hands” (82).

The Nigerian writells consciousness, like that of his otA&ican counterparts, is
troubled and informed by complex and unending national malddiesrealization enabled
Ngugi waThiong'O (1989) to declare that “[t]he present predicamendédrafa are often
not a matter of personal choice: they arise from an historical situationkiiy.condition
of perpetual national chaos manifests in argdgspair and dread which constitute significant
metaphors across phases and generations of Nigerian writings. If the writings mirroring the
pre-colonial epoch throw up vistas of communal, individual as well as existential
predicaments, those of the colonial encounter foreground the tragic clash which ensued as
a result of the imperial onslaught which colonialism turned out to be. Howmeoze
excruciating is the post-independence era which was mistakenly envisaged as presaging
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relief for the people fractured consciousness. Rather than privilege respite for the embattled
masses, independence inflamed the pains already inflicted by the imperative of colonialism.

The twin phenomena from which much of the motifs of Nigerian literature derive
their watershed are military rule and the Nigerian GNdr that lasted for thirty months.
Both incidents are interwoven as they constitute the dismal fallouts of the collapse of civil
and moral authority which eventually undermined civil rule as documented in Chinua
Achebes A Man of the Peoplelhe era of martial rule which this novel inaugurates fast
tracked a chain of cataclysmic events whichCldPk’s playOzidiallegorizesA significant
index of military rule in Nigeria was the civil war which is e motif of Clark’s The
Casualtieslt is also given substantial ventilation in Christopher Okighabyrinths.Both
phenomena; military rule and civil waronstitute the most engaged strains in the stream of
Nigerian literature.

This discourse locatéghebes war time collection of poetBewae, Soul Bother
and Olu Oguibes A Gathering Fearas works provoked by the maladies of military
dictatorship Achebe remains a significant writer of the first generation in the same way
Oguibe can be said to be a representative if not pioneering voice of the third generation of
writers in Nigeria.The time span between the inauguration of both generations is some
three decade¥Vhile Achebes earliest literary outing was around Nigesiaidependence,
1958 to early 1960s, Oguilsgdoetry announced its grim presence between 1988 and 1992.
It is noteworthy to mention that boichebe and Oguibe are Igbo, the ethnic group that
was the most physically and psychologically bruised by military rule and the civil war
Both writers are also associated with Nigexif'st post-independence university located
at Nsukka. Like many other Nigerian writefgshebe and Oguibe also took the path that
led into exile.

There is no doubt thatchebe and Oguibe belong tofdifent generations, but they
are bound by a historical continuum defined by perennial tragic dislocations. Both writers
dedicated their creative eigggs to the compelling issues of the day — the civil war and the
malaise of military rule. Hence both poetry collections reflect the prevailing issues of the
era that engendered them. J#ligbasiere (2000) justifies this tendency as follows:

The writers should be more concerned with
contemporary socio-political issues and problems
which are pressing and require immediate
attention. Preventing the present day societies
from collapsing is more important than digging

upAfrican’s past glories. (72).

As earlier hintedAchebes Bewae, Soul Bother henceforthBewae..., derives
from the gory thirty month civil warand it was for a very long time his only volume of
poetry until 2004 when he publish€@llected Poemdn Bewae, Achebe navigates the
many bloody incidents occasioned by the.Wae sense of loss, death, destitution, hunger
and grief all contribute to the collecti@nthrenodic tone. OguiteA Gathering Feay
henceforthA Gathering...js also rendered in a threnodic voice that has known the strains
of war in all its bloody and destructive ramifications. Both collections are dedicated to
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women who are the major victims of the kind of crises poeticized in the many of the
poemsAchebes is to his mothemwhile Oguibes is toAmam and her brothedoshua.

Bewake... begins quite symbolically with the poem aptly titled “The First Shot”.
The brief poem which memorializes the commencement of the war reads thus:

That lone rifle-shot anonymous

in the dark striding chest-high

through a nervous suburb at the break

of our season of thunders will yet

steep its flight and lodge

more firmly than the greater noises

ahead in the forehead of memdBewae......7)

The quoted lines capture the beginning of armed hostilfttesfirst shot that was
fired in the war remains anonymous in the anralsthen it is significant as it presages a
“season of thunders” which is the massive destruction that the war turned ouTte be.
allusion to “thunder” draws attention to Christopher Okighbd&ployment of the same
metaphor in his poems in “PathsTdfunder” where he envisioned the tornadoes that the
civil war engendered. In the third line, “nervous suburb” anticipates the physical and
psychological shock caused by the gun shot. Bernth Lindfors (2007) puts the general
situation in focus thus:

Themes of madness, terror and social dislocation
served to underscore the fragility of human
civilizations, particularly when subjected to the
kind of irreversible devastation wrought by
calculated brutality (26).

More of such would follow to heighten the fear of the victimsAl@athering...
the opening poem is not about whut the brutalization it depicts is no less frightening
than that of a war situation. Some of the lines below portray the bloody act vividly:

So, they sought him out
And whipped him raw
And hounded him

Into the woods
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They clobbered him

And clobbered him

Till he was one with the sand

They wiped the blood from their hands
And mopped the sweat from their brows
And built a monument from their clubs
Over the spot{ A Gathering.....9-10)

The poem foregrounds the merciless elimination of a symbol of conscience, and
probably a redemptive element. Beyond this, is the possible interpretation of it being
tantamount to the dimming of hofiéhe enormity of the bloody act versified in the stanzas
guoted above compels even the reader to feel some vicarious replitsafort put into
the destruction of the victim demonstrates the destructive gusto that characterizes post-
independence Nigeri&iolence has been one of Nigesiaindoing be it in time of war or
peace. It is at times not clear whether the nation is perpetually at war or not.

The bloody deed recounted in the poem engenders a soothing retributiMeeact.
last three stanzas encapsulate the haunting punishment for the doers of the deed:

The voice sprouted again and

Crawled into their skulls and began to howl,
His voice walked ahead and came behind
And rocked the earth like a storm.

They did not return

The voice survives...A(Gathering..10)

The voice survives like an undying abstraction to torment the conspirators cum
killers. The pervasiveness of the torment is overwhelming. Such is the power of conscience
or the spirit of good deeds which will always triumph over eMiis belief rests on a
universal template that good will always outlast evil.

In “Refugee Mother and ChildAchebe presents the most vulnerable victims of
conflict; women and childrerhe poem opens with an allusion to the Madonna figure
thus:

No Madonna and child could touch

that picture of a moth&s tenderness
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for a son she soon would have toger Bewak....8)

The impression in the foregoing lines is that of a grdat&bn between a mother
and her child. But soon, the mother “would have t@éot her son because of the
consequences of war whiglthebe couches as follows:

The air was heavy with odours

With washed-out ribs and dried-up

Bottoms struggling in laboured

Steps behind blown empty bellies.Befvake.... 8)

The depiction of hungedisease and imminent death evokes a sense of an ever
present foreboding occasioned by widre grim reality of the situation is pronounced in
the emaciated children with flatulent stomach and dry flat buttdtlesdread and existential
sentence which war privileges is further reflected below:

...................................... she held

a ghost smile between her teeth

and in her eyes the ghost of a mother
pride as she combined the rust coloured
hair left on his skull and then....
singing in her eyes —began carefully
to part it... In another life this

act of no consequence before his
breakfast and school; now she

did it like putting flowers

on a tiny graveBewae..., 8)

Depicted in the above is the gory tragedy of war on the domesticTretoting
mother in all tenderness takes her time to make up her dyingls®anfortunate strain in
this poem is that the event which should have been part of preparation for school in saner
time and clime turns out to be preparation for the hunting presence of “ghost” as death
becomes a common decinrathebes deployment of imagery presents the chittéplorable
condition as that of disease which was occasioned by lack of good nutrition in war time.

A more dreadful tone is encountered in OgutiEam bound to this land by blood”,
where the two opening lines say: “I am bound to this land by blood/thby my vision is
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blurred” (11). The circumstance leading to this grim declaration is linked to the war
schematized iAchebes collection. Oguibe was born three years before theamadrlike
Achebe, he is Igho who were the major victims of the iMans one encounters how the
psychological dect of the war runs in Oguilg’'consciousness more than that of his
contemporaries from other parts of Nigefiiae poem reels bfmore echoes of pains:

I have cried so often with broken men

And peered into a million faces blank

Faces without bodies, bodies without faces

The owners of nothing breakers of stone

The owners who are owned | have know themAalG@athering

The unfortunate situation turns the persona into the figure of a “weeping Jeremiah”.
He goes on to introduce a proletariat angle to the poem by re-creatingfénmgudf the
victims which has made them become “ghosts” people without identifiable human features
like faces and bodie3he paradox of the last line in the stanza quoted above points at a
people under socio-economic thralldom and grossly exploited by inhuman makters.
unrelenting echoes of pain underscore the magnitude of the pitiable condition:

| have heard the wailing of a million

| have stood in the crowd where men

Mixed their sweat and wiped blood

From their brows cursing silently

| bear the mark of the masses on my brévGathering...11)

The proletariat slant is further reinforced in the lines abdwe. sufering and

hardship lead to “wailing”, and even drawing blood as sweat is not commensurate to the
degree of inhuman experience the masses are subjecidretpoint here is that violence

and blood become recurring sights not just in,Wwat even in supposed peace time. More
evidence of this are presented as follows:

And if | sing not of roses and rivers
It's because | see rivers of blood
| look through the holler of the crowd

And | see blood on the ground
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| see blood on the rock slabs

I look over the mangrove swamp

And | walk through fields of groundnut

And | see nothing but blood

| see blood in the face of the farmer

On the palm of the school child

| see blood on the statue

Of the Immaculate MotherA(Gathering....12)

The presence of blood is pervasive, and it reminds one of the submission by the
late Afro-Beat musician FelAnikulakpo-Kuti that the regular trademark of military rule
in Nigeria was “sorrowtears and blood”. It is the prevalence of violence that has made
blood a ubiquitous phenomenon. Hence it becomes a fit, though sad, motif for poetry
Therefore, instead of poeticizing roses and rivers, the poet foregrounds the gory condition
which spilt blood on the ground, on rock slabs, in groundnut fields and in the mangrove.
The pervasiveness captures thdedént geographical description of the various regions
that make up Nigeria. Quite pathetically too, is the “blood on the statue/Of the Immaculate
Mother”, an allusion to the mother of Jesus Chiisiis is spiritual desecration which
underscores the boundlessness of the carnage ravaging the land.

In “Christmas in Biafra (1969)Achebe mirrors the din and tragedy of war in the
expectant ambience of the Christmas season. Instead of bliss and peace one encounters:

This sunken-eyed moment wobbling

down the rocky steepness on broken

bones slowly fearfully to hideous

concourse of gathering sorrows in the valley
would yet become in another year a lost
Christmas irretrievable in the heights

Its exploding inferno.... Rewae....9)

The dominant imagery in the above lines is that of dispa@rfusion, sadness
and destruction which run antithetical to the defining mood of Chris#fesvivid in the
lines is the picture of an emaciated fellow with sunken eyes, wobbling to join a group
overwhelmed by sorrow in the vallelyor this group, the moment of Christmas with its
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festivity and joy is lost to the inferno triggered by the war But elsewhere without the
blazing fury of the war people enjoy the period of Christriias. poet recounts this thus:
........... To death-cells
of that moment came faraway sounds of other
men’s carols floating on crackling waves
mocking usWith regret? Hope? LongingBéwake...9)

The consciousness of the celebration of Christmas elsewhere evdkesndif
emotions in the victims of the wathese emotions range from regret, hope and longing. In
spite of this, some of those trapped in the war zone attempt to create a scene akin to that of
Christmas as follows:

Beyond the hospital gate

the good nuns had set up a manger

of palms to house a fine plaster cast scene at Bethlehem.
The Holy family was central, serene, the child
Jesus plump wise-looking and rose-checked; one
Of the magic in keeping with legend

a black Othello in sumptuous robes. Other
figures of men and angels stood

at well appointed distances from

the heart of the divine miracle

and the usual animals gazed on

in holy wonder... Bewae....9)

The nuns’ attempt is a parody of the aura of Christmas. But the painful reality of
the attempt is the seeming beauty which contrasts sharply with the ugliness Dhevar
soothing representations in the above lines such as “the good nuns”,. “fine plaster cast”,
“Holy family”, “Jesus plump wise-looking and rose-cheeked”, “,men and angels”, etc,
heighten the contrast between the ideals of Christmas and the reality of the war as recorded
below:

poorer than the poor worshippers
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before her who had paid their homage
........................................ She only

crossed herself and prayed open-eyed. Her
infant son, flat like a deal lizard

on her shoulder his arms and legs
cauterized by famine was a miracle

of its own kind. Lage sunken eyes

stricken past boredom to a flat
unrecognizing glairiness moped faraway
motionless across her shouldBewae...10)

These lines capture the enormity of the destruction, especially human devaluation
through sufiering caused by warhe victims are pauperized, yet they cling on to spirituality
from which they derive a sense of hope. In this poem, attention is paid to thes/axim’

“flat like a dead lizard” as a result famiréhe pity inducing imagery of the son reduced to
a living dead moping, unrecognizing and motionless on the msthbkoulder contrasts
those of the preceding stanza created by the aura of Jesus Christ.

In Oguibes “TheTriumphant Entry”, a long poem in sequences anchored on a title
that is a biblical allusion, one encounters various manifestations of dread and dégpair
persona admits:

| hear the sound of bayonet
Through the marrow of the womb

The king has not come on the back of a mule

The king has come with a split-tooth grin
The king comes ridding on the bones of

men.(AGathering.....14)
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Oguibe recreates the violence prone phenomenon of militaryTh#eemegence
of a military ruler is usually through violence which he also uses to sustain himself in
power This was the vogue in the 1980s and 1990s in Nigeria when one military strong man
after the other seized or attempted to seize the reins of pbiweedominance of violence
during military dictatorship is further accentuated in the second sequence thus; “blessed is
the mortar/and the councils of waihis recalls the Christian beatitudes. Howewdrile
the beatitudes seek to create an ideal realm, Ogudoem opens up a terrifying spectrum
of the uses to which violence is put. Other echoes of martial engagement are found in the
third sequence in varying degrees as the poet continues his mimicry of the beatitudes. Hear
him:

Bless the bleeding child
And his broken father

Bless the fleeing and the fled

The prisoner and his stain

Blessed is the poet and his gun

The splinters of his bins

Blessed are his woeg\(Gathering....16)

In Oguibes collection, as iMchebes, there is pervasive brutality in which even
“the child” is not exemptedlhere is confusion, pain and disorder existing in a context of
violence defined by its bloodiness. In all this, there are people trying to flee from the war
zone as well as those entrapped as prisohleedast stanza strikes a familiar note regarding
the poet tuned soldie€Christopher Okigbo who died while fighting during the Nigerian
civil war.

The destructive propensity of war is limitless as it is manifested in various ways.
This is reflected i\chebes “Air Raid” rendered below:

It comes so quickly

the bird of death

from evil forests of Soviet technology
A man crossing the road

to greet a friend

is much too slow
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His friend cut in halves
has other worries now
than a friendly handshake
at noon. Bewae....1)

The second stanza depicts how ubiquitous the destruction of human life is in war
time. The simple and friendly encounter of a handshake with a friend ends up in death as
one of the friends gets killed by a jet bombBdre metaphor “bird of death” refers to the
deadly jet bomber while the succeeding line tells of its country of production which is the
then Soviet Union now defuncthe covert implication of this poem can be interpreted to
mean that death is pervasive in war; not only at the war front or battle field, but even in the
perceived safety of the home far from the hurly-burly of war

In continuing his depiction of the tragic subjugation inherent in the era of military
dictatorship Oguibe in the poem “who would listen to the Poet” writes of the trauma the
dictator unleashes on the people:

He raises his hands

and the people prostrate

He brings down his hand

and their cries fill the earthA Gathering ....21)

Every action of the dictator causes the people distfésspeoples prostration is
a mark of their inhuman subjugation which has confined them to servithée. cries
which fill the earth emanate from the untoldfeuhg and hardship imposed by the ruler
More vistas of his repressive tendencies are below:

Kabiyesi!

Guardian of the House

Swathing savage in green felt cap

Strong one whose face is mild like a clsld’

Yet his heart is hard like a stonewall

The jackal that laughed his way into the flock Gathering....21)

The reference to Kabiyesi which is the equivalent of an absolute mon¥mtuba
traditional political system situates the dictator in the perspective of a déspaymbol
“green felt cap” depicts him as a military rul€ther markers of his draconian stance
include expressions such as “savage”, “strong one”, “stone wall”, etc. He is also referred to
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as “The Jackal”, a wild animal that feeds on decaying flEsis. negativism underscores
how loathsome the ruler preoccupations aralso the psychological #iction visited on
the people through terror are highlighted in the following lines:

Fear and terror clear your path

We watch from afar

Great leader of men

Who dares defy your cordon of dog#PGathering ....22)

The people stand in trepidation of the ruler who dominates them through fear and
terror. In holding fast to powethe dictator surrounds himself with soldiers whom the poet
refers to as dogs.

In the third sequence of the poem, the persona recounts an incident that took place
during the Nigerian civil wain the first stanza, his referencdyalodefinds a parallel in
Nigeria’s first lady in the late 1980%he second stanza recounting the war event reads:

| remember that day how

In a village by the River

Men were rounded up like roosters

And slaughtered in the square.....

Her own father was among thei Gathering ....23)

The event took place in Okpanam, a town in Delta State situated near the River
Niger. The federal soldiers deceived the indigenes of Okpanam that the war had ended, so
the people came out in great numbers upon which the men were all shot at an@ihalied.
incident happened in 1969 during the heat of the Tvae father of the first lady described
aslyalodewas one of those killed in that massacre.

The fourth sequence of the poem further heightens the depravity of th&orter
of the relevant stanzas are reproduced below:

There is hunger in the land
Cries of anguish fill the House
Atunda is poised behind the Rock

Amidst the howls of anger
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The king and his men feast

And who can save the drunk?.

The dazzle of power

Blinds the warlords

For who dares defy

The radiance of the king?

Who dares raise a finger

Against the giants@A Gathering...26).

There is profound foreboding in the land owing to hungeguish and the chaos
that is imminent. Nevertheless, the ruler remains insensitive and continues his drunken
revelry with his cohortsThe insensitivity inherent in those who abuse political power
whom the poet describes asdwérds” plays out to the fullest.

In spite of the wds cataclysmic proportiodchebe carries out an introspection
which configures a future after the conflict. In “Beware, Soul Brother”, the poem from
which the collection derives its title, the poet cautions:

Brother of this hard patrimony on which
you will walk again when the song

Is finished and dancers disperse;
remember also your children

for they in their time will want

a place for their feet when

they come of age and the dance

of the future is born

for them.(Bewae....20)

The Nigerian civil war was an internecine conflict between dissenting sides that
were once one natioAchebes visionary thrust sees a future when both sides will be one
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again. He also alludes to the need for a consideration of the children of the future. Certainly
the war will not be forevehence the need to spare a thought for the future.

Oguibe in “AGathering Fear” the collectiantitle poem envisages a grave end for
the polity His grim vision derives from the unending socio-political ch@ibs.significant
features of this ominous ending will be manifested in cycles the way the elemental forces
operate. Hear the persosaevere voice:

I have known this harshness

Threatening the very breath of earth

These clouds now hurrying back

Heralding the clap of thunddA Gathering....31)

The tendency towards chaos and destruction is not new to the persona. It has become
a perennial phenomendivhat is insinuated in the stanza is the magnitude of the impending
disaster which is of a frightening proportion. But, then as noted earlier the destructive
crisis is not newlt happened during the civil war as recreatetinebesBewae...Oguibe,
like many of his contemporaries, bears the psychological scars of thEhegrersona in
the poem intones:

We have walked this path before

Memory lies ahead wriggling in her pain
The nightmare has only begun

And my fear returns to m@ Gathering .... 31)

In the foregoing lines are the graphic memorials ensuing from the carnage that the
Nigerian civil war turned out to b&he privileging of the war memorials is necessasy
Ogaga Okuyade (2008) puts it to “allow us to understand and to perceive the devastating
blow of the way’ (130). The loss of human lives, exile, widowhood, desolate towns and
villages, among other vistas of that bloody experience remain the hallmark of the war
Hence the persormtautionary stance as follows:

Let him watch these seasons

Let him tread softy

Into this dance

Of masqueraddA Gathering ...32)

The caution is a preventive step that should stem the drift to anomy and prevent the
gory incidents which manifested during the civil vildris preventive caution is what many
African writers have proposed. Ngugi Whiong'O (1981) remarks that:
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The writer responded to the decay by appealing to the
conscience of the new class. If only they would listen!

If only they would see the error of their ways! He pleaded,
lamented, threatened, painted the picture of disaster

ahead, talked of the fire next time”.

Thus far this exploration has been on the recurring motifs of dread and despair
occasioned by a hostile ambienthe mood of fear is inspired by the grimness of military
rule which held Nigeria by the jugular for years. Part of its consequences was the Nigerian
civil war of 1967 — 1970The war traumatized the populace no end and its echoes still
instill a considerable level of dread in the popular consciousiéssthe war successive
military administrations especially in the 1980s and 1990s unleashed a reign of terror on
the populaceAll the indices of draconian engagements were let loose on a hapless nation.
Thus, there were moments when it seemed that the nation was perpetually ifThigses.
engendered the notion of perennial dread and de$phile Achebes Bewak..springs
from the throes of the war which J.0.J. NwachukwAgbada (1993) says “is still very
fresh in everybodg mind” (86), Oguibes. A Gathering... derives from the aura of fear
induced by the drift into anarchy and at the same time drawing insights from reverberations
of the civil war Both poetsAchebe and Oguibe, belong tofdifent generations, but their
poetry is anchored on the same defining sign post of post-colonial Nigeria which is
disillusionment.
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Electoral Politics of Haryana: Enumerating the
Basic Characteristics

Sunil Devi*
Abstract

This paper is about the electoral politics of Haryana. The politics
of the state, which is located in theogimity of national capital,
appears to be constituted by peculiar characteristic festlike

any other state .During four decades of its electoral history the
state has not been able to develop the attributes of aeaher
party system one can associate with. It seems that it is not the
ideology which is important for the political alignments but the
personality cult along with caste cleavage, rural- urban divide
that plays a majorale. The state has not experienced a stable
party system aparfrom the lack of a cohent paty system. The
paper is a modest attempt to draw attention to the basic
characteristics of Haryana electoral politics.

Intr oduction

Haryana was carved out on the linguistic basis after bifurcation of Punjab state on
Is*November 1966 under the State RgmiizatiomAct of 1956.The Hindi-speaking eastern
region of Punjab state was declared as Haryana Prant and Punjabi speaking western portion
remained as Punjab. Chandigarh was declared as Uaiotory and served as the capital
of both the statés

Social Demography

Majority population of the state is rural and the society is caste-ridtenstate
population consists of two categories namelyAgeacultural and Non-agricultural divide.
The agriculturalists caste constitutes thgést group in Haryana sociegs it comprises
about 55 percent of its total population. Jats are tlyesarcaste in this segmeihey
constitute more than 20 percent of the population of the state. Other major castes in this
group areAhirs 5 percent, Gujjars 3 percent, and Rajputs 4 percent (according to Census
2001). Of the noragriculturistcases, Punjabis are also in a considerable strefigdly.
constitute 7 percent of total population and are too perceived as a caste group of the non-
agriculturist castes. Besides, the state has about 4.6 percent Muslim and 5.8 percent Sikh
population? The total Sikh population in the state iglkelly concentrated in areas contiguous
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to Punjab.Besides, more than two-thirds of Muslim population is concentrated in a single
pocket in southern Haryana called Mewat.Some Muslim presence is also in Chhachharuli
in Yamunanagar and Panigathe scheduled castes constituted 19.03 per cent of the total
population in Haryana in as per 2001 census. 37 castes come under the category of SC in
Haryana and chamars are the most numerous, Balmikis, Dhanaks, Mazhabi and Khatiks
are the other constituent groups in the category

Political Geography and Regional Division of the State

The state has five Rajya Sabha seats, 10 Parliamentary aAdsg@@nbly
constituencies. Out of which 2 Parliamentary andd4sembly constituencies are reserved
for Scheduled castéddaryana has 21 districts and four administrative regions, although
the complete compartmentalization is not possible. Four administrative regions are as
following:

Rohtak
Ambala
Hisar

Gurgaon

1.Rohtak Region - Jat Belt: This region or division consists of Rohtak, Sonipat, Panipat,
Karnal and Jhajjar (Jatland) districts. Jats familes of Sir Chhotu Ram and Chaudhary Ranbir
Singh Hooda are dominant in this administrative region.

2. Ambala Region i.e. Urban Region:- This region or division consists éfmbala,
Kurukshetra, Panchkul&famunanagar and Kaithal districtEhe second belt or
administrative region consists of the advanced areas along with grand trunk road (GT road)
from Ambala to Faridabad, parts of Karnal. In terms of caste configuration it consists of
Banias, Brahmins, Roréhirs, Sikhs and refugees from Panjab (Pakistan).

3. Hisar Region: This region or division consists of His&hiwani, Fatehabad, Jind and
Sirsa districtsThe third belt or administrative region known as Mewat in which 62 percent
of population is composed of MuslimEhe Muslim dominated constituencies are located

in Faridabad and Ggaon districts. Late Chaudhary Devi Lal‘'s family dominated Sirsa
area while Hisar remains under the influence of Bhajan Lal and Mani Ram Godara and
their families dominated the region. Besides Mewat area being dominated by Meo families
of Tayyab Hussain and Khurshidhmed.

4. Gurgaon Region: The regions or divisions consist of Faridabad, Palwalg&anm,
Mewat, Mahendeyarh and Rewari district3.he fourth belt or administrative region is
known asAhirwal dominated byAhirs or Yadavas are a middle level agricultural caste,
which dominates in thAhirwal region.The belt comprises Rewari, Mahengh and
parts of Gugaon districts Rao Birender Singh was the dominant leader o this region.
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In almost all the states, there are historically constituted social, cultural, economic
and political reigns on the sociological basis. It is the administrative regions that have
emeged as electoral regions in Haryana as their own right, closely identifiable with a
particular community leader and his family rather than with a pertwe would see, all
these clusters /Zones/electoral belts /administrative regidiessdifom each other in one
way or another in terms of electoral politics, although the complete compartmentalization
is not possible.

Electoral Politics in Haryana andM ajor Determinant Factors

There are certain peculiar characteristic features of Haryana electoral politics which
distinguish it from the other North Indian statEkese features includes lack of coherent
and stable party system, weak support base of BJP in Haryana, adhocism in state party
system or lack of stable opposition to Congress, lack of strong regional idkaityof
contiguous and meaningful electoral regions, lack of assertion of weaker sections of the
society dominance of middle class peasantry in the post-Mandal era and concept of
Panchayati candidates. .

During four decades of its electoral histdhe state has not developed the attributes
of a coherent party system one can associates with due to personalized base of party politics.
In Haryana, be it the electorate or the politicians, it seems that none of them are committed
to a particular party as Haryana was a part of Punjab and political parties of Punjab lacked
strong base in Haryana. Electorates in Haryana are like gladiators, they lack a developed
political culture in terms of their political choices andili@tions to different political
parties.They have two set of choices separate for national and $tagestate has not
experienced a stable party competition and a long term stable alignment of voters to their
particular parties despite the high rate of electoral participation. Politicians in Haryana
look for gains and it seems that nearness to the seat of power matters for them more than
anything else. Besides, before 1980s no political party has strong social base in Haryana.
So, both voters and politicians kept on changing théiiagifons. Role of caste and kinship
ties along with rural and urban cleavages are the deciding factors for the electoral behavior
of people in Haryana.

Congress has been a weak force in the region since pre-independence period.
Although Congress came in power in the state earlier and came later on too but it has never
enjoyed the preponderance as it did in other states during pre-1967 period. If one came out
to find a reason according to Prem Chaudhasydtie to legacy of Sir Chhotu Ram’
Unionist partywhich had a pro-British outlook kept the Haryana alienated from mainstream
political culture and resulted in lacking of a strong ideological bakis.is against this
backdrop that in Haryana, people keep changing the political loyalties fédiadi@fs in
every election. Since #'not peculiar to Haryana as people especially Jats are changing
their political alignments in Rajasthan and Punjab too.

Apart from the lack of a coherent party system, anti-incumbency factor has been
very strong in politics of Haryana. Congress is the only party which has formed consecutive
governments twice. In words of Pratap Bhanu Mehta, anti-incumbency factor can be
explained in two contexts, first people expect a lot from the government and secondly they
expect very less and can easiljoad the cost of changing leadership time and &gain
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Since for the people of Haryana identity politics matter much than political fBintg can
also be explained in terms of negative vote in the sense that people are not left with another
option but to choose one).

Since, for the people of Haryana identity politics matters more than political party
It seems thaltt’s not the ideology which is important for their political alignments but the
personality cult along with caste cleavage, rural urban divide etc. Besides, Haryana politics
has given new magnitude to the politics of factionalism as considered the cradle of politics
of Aya Ram -Gaya Ram In politics despite its being universal phenoyezd from lack
of a coherent party system; anti-incumbency factor has been very strong in politics of
HaryanaThere are certain defining features of Haryana electoral politiesSignificance
of personality cult along with social cleavages based on caste and kinship. For voters in
Haryana caste and personality matters a lot while deciding its electoral choice.

Factionalism

The politics of defection has always remained a defining feature of electoral politics
in HaryanaAlthough, it is a universal phenomena in Indian politics, but Haryana politics
has given new magnitude to the politics of factionalism, and the state is widely considered
as the cradle of politics #fya Ram Gaya RaniAfter the reoganization of the state in
1966, the then Congress President of Punjab Bhagwat Dayal Sharma was made its Chief
Minister. Soon after the first assembly elections of state held in March 1967, B.D Sharma
became the Chief Ministewhile selecting the Council of Ministers, although, Congress
high command tried to provide fair representation to almost all dominant castes but their
leaders like Chaudhary Devi Lal (a Jat), Rao Birender SingAl{ahand Chand Ram (a
Scheduled Caste) were neglected. So, they defected from Congress and formed United
Front.Their defection led to the fall of 13 days old B.D. Sharma headed Congress government
and Rao Birender Singh became the Chief Minister from the United Front. Rao Birender
Singh also has to submit his resignation twice in the eight months rule. During November
1967 defections and countgefections took place almost everyday

Rao Birender Singh (Haryanashal Party leader) led government also developed
cracks very soon when Devi Lal led faction defected from the government and joined B.D.
Sharma led group in thefeft to ensure the downfall of R&government, as he dropped
Devi Lal's main supporters Chand Ram and Mani Ram Godhara from his Cabinet. Politics
of defections ultimately led to the imposition of President Rule &h\&e®/ember 1967 as
a result of dismissal of Ragovernment

The game of defection was not oMéwas there to stajpuring mid-term assembly
elections of 1968, Congress again won the elections. But that time Congress high command
appointed a relatively new Jat leader Bansi Lal as the new Chief MirgskerSharma
along with his 15 supporters defected from Bansid givernment, which forced him to
form a lage size Cabinét Besides, in 1977, when Janata party won with a landslide
majority, the Chief Minister Devi Lal was asked twice to seek the vote of confid&nce.
Above all, during 1980 Haryana state politics set new paradigms to defection phenomenon
of electoral politics due to overnight defection of Bhajan Lal led Janata party government
to Congress party in 1980.
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Even during February 2005 and 2088sembly polls factionalism was on the
forefront especially in Congress. Every district was having its own Chief Ministerial
candidate After 2009 assembly polls five of HIC MLAs defected to Congress
unconditionally and helped it to form government on its ¥wirhe politics ofAya Ram
and Gaya Ram was initially seen as corrupt practice and mere electoral opportunism for
gaining ofice. In the opinion of the defectors, this was in fact not mere opportunism, but
the course of electoral politics taking its natural shape in Haryana pdlittthere seemed
nothing wrong in it, if everybody wanted its share in political cake in terms of representation
especially in Haryan#.

Caste factor

Caste cleavage is a dominant factor in the politics of Haryana, which is comparable
with Bihar'® Caste configurations have always played a key role in dictating and defining
Haryana politics. Right from ticket distribution to casting of crew for canvassing to allocation
of portfolios, caste patterns have defined the designs of political maafigng caste
cleavage, there afgricultural and Non-Agricultural Divide and Jat versus non Jat divide
which is part and parcel of a broader process known as electoral politics process. Even
within agriculturist casteslats are the most dominant caste, both in social and political
arena.

The significance of caste as a determinant factor in the electoral choice makes it
imperative for parties to assess caste patterns before deciding a cardidaseof the
factor caste groups drive a harddsin!’ Then there are sub-caste khaps who wield a lot
of influence among the Jats and voting patterns hence have a bearing on electoral decisions.

Not surprising, there are a sizeable number of assembly seats that see a particular
community getting tickets in elections after elections. For instance, in 73 general category
assembly constituencies in the state, the Jats usually have been candidates for all the parties
in the fray for 25 to 35 constituency including Pai, Naultha, Kiloi, Meham, Badli, Naggal,
Bahadugarh, Kilana, Badhra, Rohat, Julana, Narwana, Uchhana kalan, [Dat&rm,

Loharu, Bhattu Kalan, Ghirai,Dharba Kalan, and Raéiir candidates have been preferred

in Jatusana, Rewatteli, Salhawas and Mahend@rh constituencies. Meo candidates
have been put up from Nuh, Ferozpur Jhifkeeguru and HathinThe Ror candidates have
been contesting from Nilokheri and Pundri, the Gujjars from Mewla Maharajpur and
Samalakha and at times from Narnaul and Sohna as well.

The Rajput candidates have been contesting from Gharaunda and at times from
Rajaund constituencies, whereas, the Brahmin candidates have been contesting from
Yamunanagar and Bhiwaiiihe urban constituencies of Jind, Rohtak, Panipat, Sirsa, Karnal,
Sonipat Gugaon and Hansi are normally reserved for Punjabis and Banias. Results buttress
the rationale behind caste based distribution of tickets, though there have been exceptions
when a minority candidate has scraped through due to division in dominant caste votes or
of coming together of sundry minoriti€&There was a time when Jats constituting one
fourth of the stats’ population in the state exploited the number to genas a powerful
political entity which they continue to be but not solely on the basis of numbers. Haryanavi
society which is highly divided also have certain other divisions too, which defines the
politics of the staté®
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1. Agricultural and Non-Agricultural Cleavages

In agrarian socio - economic environment of Punjab and Haryana, the socio -politi-
cal and cultural trends were and continued to be determined by land owning classes com-
monly known as Zamindar§$he word Zamindar in Punjab and Haryana implies for any
land owner i.e. it implies for all the land holders, whether big or sitadl British admin-
istration have provided constitutional basis for this usage andyertae scope of the
definition in 1900 by the enactment of the Purjdibnation ofLandAct which created
statutory casteism by designating certain castagasultural tribesAs a result, the word
Zamindar also came to stand for a member of any statutory caste. In the region, these
zamindars comprised of the Jats, Rajputs, Pathans, Sayyeds, @hjja;sBilochs, Rors,
Moghals,Malis, Bgas,Sainis,Chauhans,Arains,Gaud Brahmins and Quféshis.

TheAgricultural andNon-agricultural divide is mainly seen as a contribution or
legacy of Sir Chhotu Ram and his Unionist Pavthich mobilized peasantrynitially,
peasant castes (especially the Jats) have been I8thdysSir Chhotu RamAfter
reoiganization of State, these peasant classes initially had supported the Congress because
they lack a viable alternative than Congress. By theganee of Lok Dal during 88'and
its leader Chaudhary Devi Lal in context of protest against Rajiv- Longhedrd 2
through Haryana Sangarsh Smiti in the name of Nyaydh , the peasant class got an
alternative and start supporting it which led to the decline of Congress. In Haryana, almost
every caste has its own set pattern of voting behaviour and politiitatiahs. A good
example can be the slogan “Jat Ke Beti Jat Ko and Jébtéalat Ko” signifies that a voter
in Haryana is a first member of a particular class than anythingelse.

Dominance of middle class peasantry is a distinct feature of politics of Haryana.
Peasant castes have always been dominant in the state because they constitute majority
population. Caste configuration always has played an important role in politics of India.
Before 1967 there were upper caste who dominants the political #¢e1el967 there
were middle level castes but during the decade of 1990s and onwathis ttirn of lower
castes which have assumed the central role and inisveommon scenario in politics of
India both at national level as well as state level. But when one talks about the politics of
Haryana, caste configuration here representsferelift kind of compilation. In the state
there are no sharp lines between upper caste and lower middle castes.

It has been observed that the dominance of agriculturist castes elites in power
structure of the state since its inception and even before could be attributed to their economic
power numerical strength, demographic distribution, political awareness and social status
in rural caste hierarchyConsequentlytheir dominant position in village social power
structure has bestowed them with the capacity to exert influence upon the decision-making
process to promote their own interests.

2. Jat and Non Jat Cleavage
Jats are the most dominant caste in the state, although are scattered throughout the

state but their main concentration is in the districts of HRahtak and Kaithal, the area
referred as Jatland. Jats are politically dominant and their dominance is very firm which



Electoral Politics of Haryana: Enumerating the 73
Basic Characteristics

was established mainly due to the ownership of Idi concept of Dominant caste
described by M.N. Srinivas suits well to the Jats of Haryana in the given context, as they
are numerically and economically stronger than any other caste and also live up to another
criterion of the dominance i.e. position in the social hierarchy as they do not correspond to
a low ritual status?

So, the dominance of Jat factor can be explained in their numerical strength, as
they constitute 20 percent of total population and also being thestaowner of the
agricultural landThis caste has provided the state with maximum number of the Chief
Ministers and MLAs.Along with their numerical strength and land ownership they are the
biggest beneficiaries of the Green Revolution and implementation of the land rdforms.
was in this backdrop that middle class peasantry rejected to accept the Brahmanical
superiority and project and perceive themselves as superior to every caste in the village
hierarchy Due to the weak position of Brahmins and the subsequent lesser influence of
brahmanical Hinduism the peasant castes came to dominate the social life of the region.
The remark in 1901 census that “there is no caste abové Jatfains its significance in
the perception and in realitgven today in the peopdelives.

The peasant castes have an allegiance to jats except Rajputs who follbevedtdif
social ethos in social and economic relationstipsut from numerical predominance jats
also held the bulk of agricultural land as proprietétscombination of factors like
landownership, relative prosperity and the extensive political mobilization in the pre-
independence period helped the peasantry in general and jats in particulargimgmaer
the part of ruling eliteThe word jat to be used interchangeably as Zamindar in common
parlance which is again a very wide category consistirigrdiit peasant castes Jat along
with Rors ,Ahirs, Gujjars and other peasant castes which have a status equality ( roti-beti
ka rista¥® in the sense that they eat and smoke collectivblgve shaped a distinct
dominant peasant culturéhe acceptance of this culture as popular culture accorded it a
dominant positionThus, multiplicity of factors has operated in favor of Jats which have
accorded them advantageous position vis-a-vis other social groups/castes.

The politics of state is never characterized with upper caste dominance of Brahmins
and RajputsAnd whatever status the Brahmins enjoyed earlier went down further with the
spread ofArya Samaj Movement among Jats during 1920s, which took away from
Brahminical rootsAgriculturalist castes have adopted the strategy of enterifeyetit
political parties in general and Congress in particudrich have enabled them to gain
dominance in power structure. It has been further observed that these castes during pre-
reoganization period have been satisfied with one or two seats in Punjab government/
cabinet have started struggling to attain the number one position in every sphere especially
after the formation of state. Infect, the political game gi'Ram-Gaya Ranalong with
drama of defections and countifections can be explained in the light of this struggle of
caste forces to occupy maximum share of political polslectoral politics in Haryana has
remained centered around the sloganagricultural versus Non-Agricultural and Jats
versus non-Jat§Vhile the Jats can take pride in stalwarts like Sir Chhotu Ram, Ch. Devi
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Lal, Bansi Lal and of course Bhupinder Singh Hooda is there. Only non-Jat who stands up

to their stature was the three time Chief Minister Bhajan Lal.

Haryanavi societywhich is highly divided also have certain other divisions, which
defines the politics of the state. Strong egeace of Bhajan Lal (a Bishnoi), provide Haryana
with Jat versus Non Jat divid&he Congress high command decision regarding the
appointment of its Chief Ministerial candidate during the 2005 assembly elections, was
the ample proof of the fact that how deterministic role Jats played in the polilatarfd
As Congress do not want to loose its newly acquired support basis from its traditional and

bastion (Peasants)

Chief Ministers of Haryana (Caste wise view)

Tablel:1

Name Party Tenure Caste
B.D.Sharma INC [.11.1966 - 23.3. 1967 BRAHMIN
RaoBirender Singh| VHP 24.3.1967- 2011967 AHIR
Bansi Lal INC 22.5.1968-30.1.1975 JAT
Banarsi Das Gupta] INC 1.12.1975-30.4.1977 BANIA
Devi Lal JP 22.6.1977-28.6.1979 JAT
Bhajan Lal JP 29.6.1979-5.7.1985 BISHNOI
Bansi Lal INC 5.7.1985-19.6.1987 JAT

Devi Lal LOK DAL 17.7.1987-2.12.1989 JAT

O.P Chautala JD 2.12.1989-22.5.1990 JAT
B.D.Gupta JD 22.5.1990-12.7.1990 BANIA
O.RP Chautala JD 12.7.1990-17.7.1990 JAT
Bhajan Lal INC 23.7.1991-9.5.1996 BISHNOI
Bansi Lal HVP 11.5.1996-23.7.1999 JAT

O.P Chautala INLD 24.7.1999-5.3.2005 JAT
B.S.Hooda INC 5.3.2005- onwards JAT

SourceVivek Yaday (2003),'Haryana: Social Coalitions, Political Strategisirnal of Indian
School of Political Economyanuary-June, p.149.
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During 4 decades of electoral politics, out of 17 Chief Ministers, the state has
witnessed since its inception, 13 have been a Jats. Besides, non-Jat Chief Ministers of the
state hardly have completed their term, Bhajan Lal being a significant exception who
remained the Chief Minister forllyears, despite coming from a small community of
Bishnois, primarily confined to some pockets in Higaatehabad and Sirsa. Bhajan Lal
was successful in cashing on an anti-Jat sentiments and rallying non-Jats around him. No
surprise then that he and his family have won fAdampur segment repeatedly despite
Jats being the dominant caste in Higsides, after Bansi Lal, B.S. Hooda is the only
Chief Minister holding the dice for two consecutive terms. Besides, the famous Lal era of
Haryana politics has finally come to an end with the death of Bhajan Lal the last leader of
the trio i.e. Devi Lal, Bansi Lal and Bhajan LAt.present B.S. Hooda and OGhautala
are the major Jat leaders representing two main parties of the state.

Absence of Mandalization orAmbedkarization

Scholars are of the view that the assertion of dormant identities, which has been a
defining feature of Indian politics during the decade of 19968’one of the aspect which
distinguishes the politics of Haryana especially when compared with its neighbouring states
namely Uttar Pradesh and Bihar as it has been absent in the state. Despite the sizeable
population of scheduled castes i.e.19.75, according to Census 1991, they are not dominant
in the state, especially when compared with the peasant middle ddstgsoportion of
SC ‘s in Jhajjar district is about 17.77 per cérarge majority of them i.e. 82.29 per cent
lived in rural area®

Fewer Dalits in Haryana have owned lafis.compared to the national average of
28.17 per cent only1186 per cent of them were registered as cultivators in 1981. By 1991,
this figure further came down to 8.07 perc€tinderstandablyeven those who own land
are owners of small and nggmal holdingsA large majority of them are landless and work
as agricultural labourers. Invariabthey are also indebted to their upper caste employer
farmersThough, older structures of dependemstich as thgjmanisystem, have declined,
but their dependence on the locally dominant castes still has not seen any radicai®change.

Notwithstanding the overall mginal status of the Dalits population in Haryana,
there have been some important changks.reservation policy has helped some of them
to move into secure jobAt the village level also, their representation in Panchayati Raj
Institutions as a result of P3ConstitutionalAmendmentAct (1992) has given them a
sense of importance. Using these new opportunities, some of them have been able to move
out of the villages. Howevgunnlike neighbouring Punjab or Uttar Pradesh, Dalits of Haryana
do not have any history of social mobility or political assertion during the pre-independence
period.The area around Jhajjar was particularly urdareloped until the separate state of
Haryana was formed in 1966here were few opportunities of employment outside the
villages.

Reformist movements like taya Samaj too did virtually nothing for them. Unlike
in Punjab where thArya Samajis opened schools for Dalit children, firga Samaj
movement in Haryana almost completely remained afaat &ost of those, who espoused
the cause oArya Samaj in the area, were among the Jat peasatoyhad an experience
of working with the Indian army or could get some education/employment outside the
villages.
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For long Schedule Castes (SC) has been considered the vote-bank of congress but
the elite of SC's has been persuaded by other political partieBtepare sharply divided
and demographically disperseflithough, their numerical strength is dg@ enough to
exercise considerable political clout and can influence the decision making at various
occasions in the political process. Howewtre to certain socio-economic forces they are
not able to do the same. Socially and politically they arayimalized and are prone to
exploitation and discrimination, from so called upper castes especially the middle class
peasantryEven though state of things have changed over the last four or five decades and
it was not easy to take dalit voters for granted, rural life in most pockets of Haryana continues
to be visibly Jat dominated. Ethnic identities are more complex in the state due to stratified
nature of caste system with its castes and sub-castes.

BSPdoes not make very much presence in politics of the state andthaven’
been able to mobilize and protect the interests of Dalits. It lacks strong leadership in
the Haryana, which is very important for proper mobilization of these castes. Even
though things have changed over the last four or five decades and it was not easy to
take Dalit voters for granted, rural life in most pockets of rural Haryana continues to
be visibly Jat dominated.

Though Dalit politics continues to be rather weak in the region the BSP has
hardly been able to make its presence felt in the state pdlitieB8SRcurrently has
one MLA (Deputy Speaker) in the state assembly and also had one MLA in the last
assembly too. Besides, in 1998 it was able to get one of its candidates elected to
Parliament as well. Howevghe party has been able to perform well only in those
constituencies where Jat domination is comparatively weak.it seems that BSP
is more interested in its electoral gains rather than providing a qualitative change to
their lives?® BSPneeds to opt for a more rigorous approddie backward castes
here as elsewhere are landless, oppressed gatidbattack by the privileged sections
of society along with machinery of state. In a way one can say that the state of
Haryana has not experienced wNaigendraYadav calls the second democratic
upsuge or the impact of Mandal commission on the politics.

The power politics in Haryana has been dominated by certain famhiese
who came to dominate the political space in Haryana were mostly the ones who
became prominent at the time of advenfinfa Samaj movement in Haryana and
had participated in freedom moveméthough the families of Bansi Lal and Bhajan
Lal are the exception as they came into prominence only after the formation of the
state® The central factor responsible for the rise of these families to political
prominence is the caste as all of them except Bhajan Lal belong to Jat community
Besides, all of them came from rural background except Bhagwat Dyal Sharma. Jat
hegemony hardly left any space for the upper castes to play any significant role in
state politics*

There arise an important question, why could not even a single family of
SC's or BC's, the second fgrst community of the state after Jats, attain the status
of a noted family of Haryana, provided there being senior leaders from these
communities and some of them being the contemporaries of thesédoalNone of
the Dalit leaders could make it to top position of the Chief Ministezn though,
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they had long political careers, had been the members of both thAsstatebl
and Parliament and also became cabinet ministers both in the centre and in the state.

Besides, these senior politicians, there are other politicians from the community
who could not even attain the status of strong Dalit leaders. Except Ch. Dalbir Singh,
whose next generation is in politics, hone other single leader could gain prominence in the
politics of the staté These leaders have the credentials of elite education and long political
experience. Howevethey also reached at the top position in pargjanization but for a
short while. But none of them had been in position to seize top position in the state or
dominate state politics.

Low Electoral Participation of Women

As far as the participation of women in Haryana politics is concerned, they play a
very limited role in the political arenAll the political parties favored the cause of women
in politics but as voters and not as contestartts. participation of women iAssembly
elections has increased in a significant way over the years, in spite of the reluctance of
political parties to allot them party ticket due to perceived notion of lack of “winnability”
of female candidates.

Only few women from politically influential families and those having linkages
with influential political leaders at the national and state level could manage to get party
tickets3® Therefore, a significant number of women contest election as independent
candidatesThe number of female as independent candidates kept on increasing continuously

The role of women in other activities such as canvassing, addressing public meetings
have also been very nmanal. More interestingly the pre-condition for women to get
registered as voters in considered marriage in most of the families. It is strange that after
getting married suddenly the male members of family realized the she also needs the
representation in political terms (the voting right) but before marriage there was no need
for that even if she was more than 18 years alr&ady

The share of women in HaryaAasembly during 1968-1996 has been from 4.44
per cent to 8.64 per cerithe data on assembly elections show that there has been
considerable rise in the number of contestafur the legislative assemblsight from
1967. Besides, the participation of women in voting has registered a marked increase. But
still they continued to vote in accordance with the direction given by the male heads of
their families due to lack of their political articulation and economic subordination in
Haryanas male dominated societlfurther political parties have begun to highlight the
female problems in their election manifestoes and in election campaigns because they have
come recognize the need to woo female voters.

Haryanvi women are least politicized and mobilized in substantial terms. However
it is hoped that in the due course of time the changes in the socio-political structure of
society will take place and more and more women will compete with men to find a space
for themselves in political arena. Emancipatoifpre$ on the part of government can not
be efective and adequate unless and until women themselves become more conscious and
aware of their rights and entitlements. Education can play a vital role in bringing desirable
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gualitative changes among them and make them well equipped in terms of knowledge and
capacity

Rural-Urban Cleavage

Itis difficult to divide the entire state into geographically contiguous and politically
meaningful regions. So, while using the constituency level caste break-up of population,
scholars of electoral politics have divided the state into four electoral regjioese
regions have been used by the scholars to analyze the patterns of voting behaviour

These regions are:

1. Rural —Jat
2. Rural-South
3. Rural-North
4. Urban

The RuralJat region comprises about 35 assembly constituencies with high
concentration of Jats. Even though Jats being the most dominant caste of the state, scattered
throughout the entire region, but, theigamumber is found in the districts of Bhiwani,

Jind, Sonipat, Rohtak, Jhajjar and HisEre area is popularly known as JatlaAgart

from this so-called Jatland, several tehsils and villages are being dominated by this caste
throughout the state. It was traditionally considered an anti-Congress bastion but the situation
is no more sam&.Congress has done well in the state before 1977 than in 1991, again in
Lok Sabha polls of 2004, assembly polls of February 2005 and Lok Sabha polls of 2009
too. These majorities of Congress, however ,can be explained either as a result of anti
incumbencydue to misrule of a particular government or the absence of viable alternative
and also in terms of the Congress state leadersigplyacoming from the rural Jat
community of the state. During pre-independence period Jats have been led by Unionist
Party of Sir Chhotu Ram and afterwards by Lok Dal under the leadership of Ch. Devi Lal.
This belt is very much conscious in terms of political participation and has provided
leadership to the state since pre-independence’tlays.

The second region or Rural South comprises of 15 assembly constituencies has a
concentration ofhirs and Meos with some constituencies with the significant number of
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other castes like Gujjar§he region popularly known @dhirwal is dominated byAhirs or
Yadavs are a middle level agricultural caste, which dominates Ahthegal region.

The belt comprises Rewari, Mahengieth and parts of Ggaon districtsThe

Ahirs are the main landowning caste along with being the dominant caste of the region,
though recently been declared as a backward CHséAhirs of the state have the equal
social status as enjoyed by Jats, Gujjars, Meos or the MudlinesMeo dominated
constituencies are located in Faridabad andj&am districtsThe region known as Mewat,

in which 62 percent of population is composed of Muslims, touches the boundaries of
neighboring states of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasiieair voting choice is determined mainly

by their internal factional ailments. Since electoral preferences are prone to change.

The RuralNorth or the third region consists of 23 assembly constituencies and has
a relatively higher concentration of scheduled caste population. In some constituencies
there is significant number of Sikhs. Besides, there are castes like Rajputs, Rors which are
also influential in the region. Rors is a peasant caste.

The fourth administrative region tirban region consists of the advanced areas
along with Grandrunk Road fromAmbala to Faridabad, parts of Karnal. In terms of caste
configuration or social demography consists of Banias, Brahmins, &urs, Sikhs and
refugees from Panjab (Pakistan). It is traditionally a pro Congress bastion.

In a way all these regions dér from each other in one way or anotheiterms of
rural-urban cleavage, the state have regional patterns of voting for instance, Congress
draws important support from both rural and urban areas but it always draw more support
from urban areas as compared to rural areas as its urban vote is always higher by three
percent from its rural vote. INLD's case isfdifent as along with its noteworthy presence
in both urban and rural Haryana, it draws more support from rural‘dfeafar as BJRs
concerned it has its base mainly in urban areas and draws its support from upper castes.
Although, in Haryana there is lack of strong sense of party identification but amongst the
available political outfits INLD or Lok Dal is considered pro-rural, pro-Jat and pro-poor
party and Jats are considered are its main supporters. Since the recent trends are somewhat
different that people especially Jats are changing their alignments- INLD always gets more
support from rural areas. Jat identity reigns supreme in the state. Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) is essentially a regional political formation of the landowning Jats of Haryana and
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supported by them. So, the Congress from the urban area and BJP are considered mainly
upper caste and pro-urban party

Conclusion

To sum up, it could be aptly said that factionalism, low level of political identification
in terms of alignment both on the part of politicians and electorates, caste cleavage in terms
of agriculture-non-agricultural cleavage, jat —non jat cleavage, apart from regional pattern
of voting in terms of rural and urban cleavage are the factors which have shaped the polity
of the state sincel967.Besides, absence of substantial political assertion of dalits and low
level of political eficacy among female, are the other defining features of Haryana politics.
Although things regarding core support base and followings of the political parties have
changed a lot over the years. Since, it is important to note that in Lok Sabha polls of 2004
and 2009 along with February 2005 assentbbngress has drawn its support across cutting
the boundaries of caste cleavage, rural - urban and agricultural and non — agricultural
divisions and not only from the non jats and upper castes from urban areas. Similarly
INLD is no more able to keep its rural jat support base iraqiolitics is about continuities
and discontinuities and nothing is permanent.
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Determinants of and Decision -Making PocessAmong
Single-Child Families

Bindu Dogra*

Abstract

The face of an average family has changed over the last few decades.
Currently the pictue of a typical family is varied. The g families of
century ago ae rare today birth rate is declining and single-child families

are coming up in lage numberA few decades back, for majority of people
one child norm appead to be too radical and if at all thewee some
cases of single-child families, these egeerout of the physical incapacity

of the couples or some maritabimems. Thus it was completely involugtar

But the last few decades have withessedwigig peference for single-

child families especially in urban eas. Emagence of such aénd is
definitely influencing the definition of familstructure of household and
kinship network at lage. The pesent studyexamines the determinants
and types of single-child families. voluntay and involuntay. Along

with this, an attempt has been made to understand the decision making
process and social pssue involved in the emgence of voluntarsingle-

child families. Theesults disclose that out of diverse factors that determine
the size of single-child famjlfinancial rason emered as the most
significant one. The findings also indicate a closkationship between
marital power stacture and decision making on fiity behaviours.The
present study should be seen aessgnting a glimpse of the Indian
demographic change in which some sections of the society have become
pioneers by limiting their family size to an extre end and thus enabling
others to follow their lead.

A couple or a single parent having only one biological child in lifetime is a single-
child family. Earlier one-child norm was too radical and egest completely due to
involuntary reasons like infertility or marital problems. But present-day couples are
voluntarily opting for single-child family due to diverse reasons, like socio-economic
development, new ideologies and attitudEse last decade and a half has withessed a
growing preference for single-child families.

Such families are becoming increasingly popular in developed countries. Single-
child family is the fastest growing family in the U.S and in most parts ofMbstern
Europe, (Jderies, 2001 According tothe Ofice for National Statistic United Kingdom
(2013), in 1996 there were 3.1 million only-child families, rising to 3.7 million in 2012.
The patterns of fertility in di&€rent countries also indicate that intention to have one child

*Assistant ProfesspbDepartment of SociologCM DAV College, Chandigarh.
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is becoming more common among women in developed countries like France, Germany
Italy, Spain, Portugafjustria, HungaryBulgaria, Czech Republic, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania
and Slovenia (Grigoriadis, 200@ffice for National Statistics, 200@earce et al., 1999).

In India, despite rapid population growth, there are a few regions that have been showing a
sharp decline in fertility rate since 198@&cording to 201 Census of India, the below
replacement total fertility rate has been attained by stateglikiéyra Pradesh (1.9), Delhi
(1.9), Himachal Pradesh (1.9), Karnataka (2.0), Kerala (1.7), Maharashtra (1.9), Punjab
(1.9), Tamil Nadu (1.7) andVest Bengal (1.9)The possibility is that in another 10-12
years with current fertility rates, India will achieve the replacement level fertility rate of
2.1. It is believed that this fertility decline may result in the gmece of single-child
families at lage in IndiaAlthough in Indian context, no national level data are available
about one-child families, yet a few studies indicate the ganee of this trend\miteshwar

& Kaur, 2006;Kusumlata, 1987Rao & Somsyajulu1999,Sharma & Sharma, 2010
Emengence of such a trend will definitely influence the social structure of our society

CAUSES OFSINGLE-CHILD F AMIL Y

Single-child families are rising in the urban areas, especially among the educated
upper and middle sections of the sociétyistence of single-child family has been related
with involuntary and voluntary reasons. Involuntary reasons are allied with the rising
infertility-rate among urban couples due to diverse reasons like work-related stress, long
working hours, fast pace of urban life, obesiicrease in sexually transmitted diseases,
poor nutrition and environmental pollution. On the other hand ga lammber of couples
are acquiring this family size voluntarily due to diverse socio-economic reasons like job
insecurity high child-rearing price, inflation, career commitment, lack of support system,
instability of family institution, for the enhancement of living standard and sex preference
etc.

In India, the increase in the number of single-child families is an upcoming
trend. Through present studgn efort has been made to highlight an unexplored
area of concern for demographers, family sociologists and policy makers.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Sociologists and psychologists have developderdift theoretical frame-works
for viewing single-child family Each of these perspectives brings together a particular
cluster of interrelated ideas and concepts about this faribwever only those frameworks
that have been used to examine single-child family in the present study are highlighted
here. In the study undertaken, a combination of exchange theory and power theory has
been employed as discussed below:

Power Theory

Power in marriage has been defined and measured in variousTWayfist and
most common definition of power is the ability of one person to get another to do what she
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or he wants even in the face of resistance. It is the potential ability of one partner to influence
the behaviour of the othePower in marriage refers to the way in which husbands and
wives actually deal with each othBrower to make decisions in the family may be influenced

by the prescribed pattern of authority in the society like ours. In the patriarchal system,
husbands derive a measure of assertiveness from the social norms and the wives a
corresponding measure of deference. But there are variations among couples with respect
to the power they wield in family decision- making which suggests that there must be some
other ‘sourceof marital power besides the prescribed authority patBlond & Wolfe

(1960), have suggested that power in the marriage results from the contribution of resources
by an individualThese can be in the form of education, income, and occupational status.

The spouse who contributes the most will have the greater decision making @ower
similar lines fertility related decision-making is also intensely influenced by this power
patterns.

Social ExchangeTheory

The assumptions of this theory are that individuals are rational and their behaviour
reflects decisions based on a balance of costs and rewards. Exchange theorist (Nye, 1979;
Thabaut &Kelley, 1959) assume that fertility is the result of rational decisions reflecting
the comparison level of alternatives or the balance of perceived costs and rewards of child-
bearing compared to alternate activities. It suggests that people look at child-bearing as a
series of consecutive choices as a process where couples make a decision to have the first
child, and depending on that experience and subsequent changes in their circumstances,
they decide whether to have another child or fibtis, previous child rearing alsdexdts
the likelihood as to one will have another child or not.

The exchange model with cost and reward concept has been used to study the
determinants of this family size. Like, gainfully employed couples evaluate the cost of
child-bearing in term of ‘time’ spent on child rearing and if the cost is high they do not go
in for the second child. Similarleducation decreases the rewards of children fieyiog
women more alternative interest outside the fariilgmens labor force participation can
also increase the cost of child-bearing and encourages her to limit the family size to only
one child.

OBJECTIVES

In the present stugdwan attempt has beemade to understarttie determinants of
single-child families in the light of exchange perspectMeng with this, class point of
view has been used to study the types of single child families i.e. voluntary and involuntary
An attempt has also been made to understand the decision making process and social pressure
involved in the emeyence of voluntary single child families with the help of Power theory
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METHODOLOGY

The research design for the present study was explar@teyerm ‘Single-Child
Family’ has been operationalized for the present stlidyomprises families having a
conjugating couple, with only one biological child who has reached the age of 10 years or
more.The present study was conducted at Chandigéaunit of analysis was the couple
having single-child (mother and father). For the purpose of selecting the cases, snow balling
technique was usetdihe sample comprised 105 single-child coupleguota sample was
drawn, information from 35 single-child couples from three classes, each i.e.mjujute
and lowerclass was collected. Initially class was determined on the basis of their living
arrangements. Later on, classes were rearranged on the basis of education, occupation, and
income of the mothers and fathers, to demarcate their socialdtles®distributed sample
according to social-class came to be 31 single-child couples from-tbags;, 41 from
middle-class and 33 from the uppsassAn interview schedule was the main tool used
for the collection of data. For the analysis of data, chi square test was applied. For the
present studya combination of exchange theory and power theory was used.

RESULTS

The concept of social class is indispensable for understanding the single-child
family as the review of the literature indicates that small family norm, with one or two
children, is more prevalent in the urban upper and middle-classes all over the world.
Researchers like Narayana (199Bpgjaretnam & Deshpandd994), have studied
relationship between class background and the family size. It is stated that small family
size is more popular among the upper and the middle classes. Bavel i28i0&ins that
family size limitation is one of the strategies that are employed by the parents to invest
more resources in fewerfepring in order to help them achieve a better position in the
social-class hierarchyrhus, it is assumed that the structure of the family is sometimes
created by the forces external to it, that is,ppsitioning in the social structufigherefore,
analysis of types of single-child families in terms of social-class is significant and
appropriate.

Types of Single Child-Families

A few researchers have shown that people with higher income and higher
occupational background have low fertility or small family size(Haines, 1992, Skirbekk,
2008). In the upper social class, increasing consumption aspirations and wealthier reference
groups imply higher opportunity costs of childbearing and reduced fettktipes (1992)
reports that fertility decline has been led by the middle and wghpesesThese classes
have apparently acted as leaders in modifying the most basic human activity that is
reproduction.While recognizing this trend, Bavel (2006), alsguas that attaining status
rather than maintaining status has motivated the middle-class to limit their fektity
reports that those who reduce their fertility most, have the strongest chances of increasing
their class status. Moreovea few researchers like Narayana (1998), Rajarethnam &
Deshpand€1994), have established negative relationship between small family size and
lower-class
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Keeping such views in mind, the social-class background of the couples with
reference to their single-child family type was studied. In the present sicgl-class
has been collectively formulated for mothers and fathers and they are treated as couples.

Table 1.1: Distribution showing association between types of single-child family and social-
class of espondents

Class Upper Middle Lower Total
Voluntary 23 31 6 60
69.7% 75.6% 19.4% 57.1%
Involuntary 10 10 25 45
30.3% 24.4% 80.6% 42.9%
Total 33 41 31 105
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Couples= = 25.90, df-2, P < 0.01 highly significant.

In the present study0 couples opted for single-child family voluntarily and 45
reported that they acquired this family size involuntafilye results imable 1.1 display
that a considerable proportion of the couples belonging to the upper and middle-class had
opted for single-child family voluntarily i.e.69.7 per cent and 75.6 per cent, respectively
Inversely , the number of voluntary cases among the lolass couples was only 19.4 per
cent and the remaining 80 per cent had acquired single-child family involuntarily

Such findings indicate that voluntary single-child family is more prevalent among
couples hailing from the upper and the middle-class. In the {olass, single-child family
has emaged involuntarilyThe results are quite similar to the findings of Bavel (2006) and
Skirbekk (2008). It can be suggested that in the present stunégence of the voluntary
single-child family among middle-class couples reflects their increasing consumption
aspirations, high cost of child bearing and wealthier reference group which motivates them
to limit their family size. Moreoverequally high number of voluntary cases among the
upperclass respondents can also be attributed to individualistic aspirations over familial
obligations Analysis of the data shows chi-square value 25.90 at df-2. It was found to be
highly significant. It reflects significant association between the social-class and the types
of single-child family

Determinants of Single-Child Family

The assumption of social-exchange perspective is that, the individuals are rational and
their behaviour reflects decisions based on a rational balance of costs and rewards. Exchange
theorist (Nye, 1979Thabaut &Kelley, 1959) have assumed that fertility is the result of
rational decisions, reflecting the comparison level of alternatives or the balance of observed
costs and rewards of childbearing compared to alternate activities. It suggests that people
look at child bearing as a series of consecutive choi@stao & Ronald1983) have
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postulated that there are direct economic costs and benefits of having childreliemand

for children is afiected by few principal factors like, the costs with regard to time, income,
wealth, preferences and nornW§ith modernization, the costs (economic and time) of
children increase, the benefits decrease and preferences and norms change. Money is used
for the purchase of consumer goods of existing child rather than for having and raising
more children. Itis very much likely that under these circumstances couples make a decision
to have the first child and depending on that experience or due to subsequent changes in
their circumstances, they decide not to have another édlditionally, womens labor

force participation has also found to be negatively associated with child bearing.
(Lightbourne et al., 1982; Sweet,1982)hen women compare choices for investment and
reward, they may see career and child bearing as alternafikescareer provides
economically and psychologically rewarding alternative to child bearing.

According to Davis (1985), one child is the cheapest option for those wishing to
experience parenthood. He advocates that parents of one child are able to put maximum
input into bringing up their child and the child does not have to compete for parental time
with any siblings.

In the present stugdyespondents mentioned various determinants like satisfaction
with one child, ill health of the father or motheconomic reasons, long and skewed working
hours, presence of male child, lack of support system and married later in life etc for
having single-child family

Figure 1.2 Determinants of single-child family

Note- multiple choices were given to the respondents.

The data contained in figure 1.2 show that out dédiit determinants, economic
reason has emged as the most significant one, both among mothers and fathers.
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were 56.2 per cent of the mothers and 60 per cent of the fathers who mentioned economic
reason as the main determinant for limiting their family Sib@se respondents, who were
facing the issue of infertilityalso mentioned that due to expensive infertility treatment
they had opted for single-child family involuntarily the present studyhere were 31
single-child families who belonged to the lowsass and 25 had acquired this family size
involuntarily.

The second most important factor for limiting their family size was the satisfaction
with one child as 43.8 per cent of the mothers and 48.6 per cent of the fathers mentioned it.
According to Lesthaeghe (1995), changing values among the educated and urban dwellers
are basically responsible for this.

Getting married late has enged as the third major reason among 39 per cent
mothers and 31.4 per cent fathers, as a determinant for limiting their family size. Similar
observation was reported by Karen (1984). Health problem was another reason, mentioned
by 35.2 per cent of the mothers and 19 per cent of the fathleese were 29.5 per cent of
the mothers and 21.9 per cent of the fathers who reported long and skewed working hours,
as the cause for limiting their family size. Lack of support system was also reported by 27.6
per cent of the mothers and 24.7 per cent of the fathers as a determinant of single-child
family. Itis important to note that the presence of male child, as a determinant, was reported
only by 21 per cent of the mothers and 18.1 per cent of the fathers. In the presetitstudy
sex ratio favors the male chiléA majority of voluntary single-child families with male
child, hailed from the upper and middle-class. Despite this, only few respondents had cited
presence of male child, as a reason for arresting their family size. Educated people can
manipulate the responses according to the sosi@ngferenceThey provide socially
desirable statementshe findings imply that in the present studgonomic reasons and
satisfaction with one child, have erged as predominant factors that determine the reasons
for the existence of single-child family

DECISION MAKING PROCESS REGARDING SINGLE-CHILD F AMIL Y

Emengence of the single-child family is directly related with the decision-making
process regarding the fertility of a couple, which can take placdexrtedif phases or may
change over time, (Mgan, 1982)Virtually in every decision-making activity within a
family, the concept of power is involved. Power in conjugal relations may be defined as the
potential ability of one partner to influence the behaviour of the .othiermanifested in
the ability of any one partner to make decisiorisating the family as wholeB{ood &

Wolfe, 1960). Power to make decisions in the family may be influenced by the prescribed
pattern of authority in the society like in the patriarchal system of ours, where husbands
derive a measure of assertiveness from the social norms and the wives a corresponding
measure of deference. But there are variation among couples with respect to the power
they wield in family decision making which suggests that there must be some other ‘source’
of marital power besides the prescribed authority pattern.

In this regardBlood & Wolfe (1960) have gued that power between husbands
and wives is based on the relative resources that each contributes to thdikannigome,
occupational prestige, and educational attainment etc. Greater the indésidsalirces in
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these three areas, the greater are his /her perceived power within the Kéondgver

plenty of empirical evidence is available which suggests a close relationship between marital
power structure and fertility decision-making both in terms of family size and contraceptive
acceptance (Cadwell et al.,1988; Dodoo, 1988)effort has been made to comprehend

the decision-making process of couples having single-child through power.theory

Main Decision Maker

Patriarchal nature of social system and specific political, socio-economic contexts
give men more power as compared to women, in fertility decisions. Moré&taldivell et
al. (1988) have observed that in India, women are not in a position to make unilateral
decisions about their reproductive prioriti€be desire of the husband and his kinsmen are
dominant in predicting the coupgebehaviour when the number of living children is small,
while the females desire becomes dominant as the number of children incréasggempt
was made to know as to who took the decision to acquire single-child family and association
with social classThe responses were classified into three categories fathers, mothers and

both (which includes mutual decision taken by both fathers and mothers).

Tablel.3: Distribution showing association between main decision makand social

class
Decision Upper Middle Lower
maker Mother Father Mother Father Mother Father
N.A 10 10 10 10 25 25
30.3% 30.3% 24.4% 24.49 80.69 80.6%
Fathers 8 7 12 11 3 2
24.2% 21.2% 29.3% 26.8% 9.7% 6.5%
Mothers 2 3 3 3 1 1
6.1% 9.1% 7.3% 7.3% 3.2% 3.2%
Both 13 13 16 17 2 3
39.4% 39.4% 39.0% 41.5%| 6.5% 9.7%
Total 33 33 41 41 31 31
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.09% 100.0% 100.0%

Note: N.A. - NotApplicable

Mother respondents= 26.477, df- 6, P < 0.01 highly significant.

Father respondents=26.285, df- 6, P < 0.01 highly significant.
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Since there were 45 involuntary single-child families in the present, shadgfore,
their responses have been put in ‘not applicatdégory There were 60 couples in the
sample who reported that they had taken this decision volunfarigng them, a majority
of those who reported a mutual decision in favour of one child, belonged to the upper and
the middle-class backgroundsis can be related with the high level of education prevalent
among the respondents hailing from these claddese were a notable proportion of
cases where the decision was taken by the fatherskbmlyever in negligible cases, the
decision in favour of single-child family was taken by the mothers. It is important to mention
that there is a variation in the responses of fathers and mothers in all the Glasses-
square value for the mothers was 26.477 at df-6 and for father it was 26.285 at df-2. Both
the values were found to be highly significant at 1 per cent level of confidéhas,
statistical analysis suggests a highly significant association between the main decision
maker and their class background.

In our societythere are hidden power mechanisms that favour men and give them
more power to take unilateral fertility decisions. Howeiethe present sample considerable
numbers of mutual decisions among voluntary single-child families, indicate a shift in the
power structure of the traditional husband and wife relationship. Now this relationship is
moving towards equalitarian terms and educated urban women are actively participating in
fertility related decisions.

Time When DecisionWas Taken

According to Udry (1983), single-child family can egethrough dierent ways.
Like, some couples will have a preference for a particular number of children before they
start childbearing, others will make decisions consecutively as their family grows, some
will revise their intentions over time in response to the experience of parenthood or other
circumstances and yet others will have indecisive intentions over the entire reproductive
life course.Therefore, not only who takes the decision but when the decision is taken, is
equally importantThe time when couple decides in favour of single-child family or decides
not to have the second child is very crucial for determining the type of single-child.family
The responses in this regard were classified into three main categories. First category is
‘immediately after marriage’ second category is ‘after the birth of first child’ and third
category is ‘after the child attained 5 years of age’.

Table 1.4: Distribution showing association between timing of decision in favowf
the single-child family and social class

Timing of Upper Middle Lower
decision
Mother Father Mother Father Mother Father
N.A 10 10 10 10 25 25
30.3% 30.3% 24.3% 24.3% 80.6% 80.6%
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Immediately 5 7 7 9 1 2
after marriage
15.2% 21.2% | 17.2%2 22.0% 3.2% 6.5%
After the birth 3 5 9 13 3 1
of first child
9.1% 15.2% 22.0% 31.7% | 9.7% 3.2%
After the child 15 11 15 9 2 3
attained 5 years
of age. 45.4% 33.3% 36.5% 22.0% | 6.5% 9.7%
Total 33 33 41 41 31 31
100.0%| 100.09 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Note: N.A. - NotApplicable
Mother respondent# = 29.410, df- 6, P < 0.01 highly significant.

Father respondentd&= 29.971, df- 6, P < 0.01 highly significant.

Those respondents, who acquired single-child family involuniandye been
included in ‘not applicableategoryTable 1.4 reflects that in all the three classes, a majority
of the respondents decided in favour of single-child when their first child attained the age
of five years and abov@&hey had decided in favour of this family size after experiencing
parenthood for some time. Such findings reflect that they have decided in favour of one
child after examining the costs and rewards of child bearing and rearing with alternate
activities. Only a few respondents admitted that they decided in favour of single-child
family at the very initial stage of planning their fam#ynong them, the representation of
the fathers was slightly higher as compared to the mothers in all the three diasses.
findings exhibit that fathers in comparison to mothers had clear intentions to acquire this
family size even before they had experienced parentifondng those who decided in
favour of single-child family immediately after the birth of their child, the representation
of middle-class mothers and fathers was highest i.e. 22 per cent and 31.7 per cent,
respectively followed by the uppeclass respondents and least in the leglass.The
findings substantiate with the results of Udry (1983he chi-square value for mother
respondents was 29.410 at df-6 and for father respondents it was 29.971 at df-6. Both the
values were found to be highly significant at 1 per cent level of confid€hese findings
re-confirm that there is a clear and strong association between the timing of decision in
favour of the single-child family and the class background of the respondents

Social Pressues

A few studies acknowledge the relevance of social interactions or social networks
on fertility behaviourKohler (2000) has analysed how communication pattern in social
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network influences the fertility-rate. Hegares that social network provides material
resources, exerts social pressure and provides various forms of social support to the couples
which result in high fertility-rate. Greif (2002), on the other hand, has observed that economic
development decreases thieef of social pressure on fertility-decisiomberefore, fertility-

rate is influenced not only by individual preference but also by the social pressure which
varies according to the socio-cultural condition of the sodietyultures that value family

and children, single-child family is not considered an appropriate familyT™ieesocial
pressure to achieve ideal family size and composition is immense, especially on the woman
to be accepted and integrated into the marital fardmlyhis regard, an attempt has been
made to understand the relationship between social pressures that couples felt for having
single-children, and social class.

Table 1.5: Distribution showing association between social @sue and social class

Social Upper Middle Lower
pressue
Mother | Father Mother Father Mother Father

Yes 24 22 33 28 31 31

72.7% 66.7% 80.5% 68.3% | 100.0% 100.00%
No 9 11 8 13

0 0

27.3% 33.3% 19.5% 31.7%
Total 33 33 41 41 31 31

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Mother respondent$= 9.309, df- 2, P < 0.01 highly significant.

Father respondents 13.060, df- 2, P < 0.01 highly significant.

Table 1.5 shows that more mothers in comparison to fathers reported that they
were being pressurized on this issue. It may be due to the fact that fertility is more often
associated with women than més. a result, mothers faced more social pressure in this
regard. Class-wise analysis has revealed that a considerable proportion of the respondents
from upper and middle-class experienced social pressure to alter their existing family size.
The social pressure was more visible on mothers than fathers in these two Tlsges.
were repeatedly advised by their social network that single-child family is not an ideal
family size. Only 27.3 per cent of the mothers and 33.3 per cent of the fathers from the
upperclass reported that they did not feel any social pressure in this regard. Similar response
was given by 19.5 per cent of the mothers and 31.7 per cent of the fathers belonging to the
middle-class. Howevein the lowerclass all the mothers and the fathers reported that they
were under constant pressure by their significant others, regarding their family size. Chi-
square value for both mothers and fathers was found to be highly significant at 1 per cent
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level of confidencelhe data suggest that a significant association exists between the social
pressure felt by the couples regarding single-child faraitg their class background

Conclusion

The results disclose that out diversefactors that determine the size of single-
child family, financial reason emged as the most significant factoEconomic reason
was reported by a majority of the mothers and fathers hailing from the middle-class
background, which compelled them to opt for single-child family voluntdrityan be best
explained in terms of exchange perspectile couples in the middle-class family value
the presence of child and they want to provide the best of the facilities to the child but not
at the cost of their own comfort and happiness. Comparison of perceived costs and rewards
of child bearing with costs and rewards of individual freedom and a desire to move up in
the social ladder force these couples to opt for single-child families voluntarily
considerable proportion of the lowelass couples had acquired single-child family
involuntarily due to infertility and poor healthor a couple belonging to the loweass,
expensive infertility treatment is beyond reathus, economic constraints compel them
not to go in for expensive infertility treatment and remain single-child family

It is important to mention that the presence of a male child as a reason for having
single-child family was not admitted by the respondents, as a significant determinant in the
present studyPeople have a tendency to give socially desirable answers in order to save
them from social stigma.

A little more than half of the respondents, who had opted for single-child family
voluntary proclaimed that it was a mutual decision. Such findings indicate that despite
being in a patriarchal societyothers are actively participating and using their reproductive
rights. Educational and economic status of these mothers is mainly responsible for their
equalitarian statusThese findings support theower theory which indicates a close
relationship between marital power structure and fertility decision makiogever a
majority of the single-child parents decided in favour of single-child family after
experiencing and examining the costs and rewards involved in the caring and rearing of the
first child. These findings support the exchange theory which assumes that fertility decisions
are rational in nature. It involves evaluation of the available alternatives thraadgmnae
of costs and rewardSocial pressure was evident on single-child parents in all the three
classes. But as compared to the mothers, lesser number of fathers recounted social pressure
to alter their present family size.

The present study should be seen as presenting a glimpse of the Indian demographic
change in which some sections of the society have become pioneers by limiting their family
size to an extreme end and thus enabling others to follow theifleiadstudy can help the
couples and the policy makers in maximizing the options, enhancing the advantages and
controlling the disadvantages of the single-child family
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Burnout and Work Engagement among Colleg@eachers

Savneet*

Abstract

Teacher quality is vital to student achievement. Do teachers make a
difference in studend’ learning? Thex are many answers to this
question. It has been examined by educationists, psychologists,
scientists, policy makers, and aits. The impact of teachers is not
only confined to the classoms-it occurs in various settings in life.
Keeping this in mind thiseseach paper has been planned. This study
was conducted on 250 college teacheosrfithe tri city comprising
Chandigah, Panchkula and SAS Nag#&rata wee collected fom an
equal number of males and females. This paper also aims to identify
strategies to prvent Burnout and pmote Vidrk Engagement both at

the personal and gianizational levels. Results of the study indicate
that thee are no gender diffences on these two impant variables

of work life and thex exists a negativeekationship between Burnout
and Wrk Engagement among college teachers. Depersonalization
does not have anglation with Vérk Engagement and its dimensions.

Teaching is a profession for a passionate person who must be prepared to
overcome a multitude of challenges in order to encourage a high level of learning
among studentsTeaching indeed is a stressful profession; teachers are showing
symptoms of burnout, which is directly or indirectlyfedting their teaching
performanceAs is often perceived that teachers are not satisfied with their jobs.
Research has provduiat the majority of teachers are not necessarily anxious, stressed,
unmotivated, or burnt-outFarber 1984).The vast majority of teachers are content
and enthusiastic and find their work rewarding and satisfyliogunderstand all
these contradictions the present study aimed to explore the relationship of Burnout
andWork Engagement.

Good teachers are those who are skilful in developing understanding of the
world in which an individual lives, insightful with respect to the ways and means of
stimulating intellectual appetites, and capable of patience, understanding,
nourishingsincere feelings for others pavingf the way for an enlightened and
productive society
* Assistant ProfesspfPsychology), GGSCW5ector26, Chandigarh
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BURNOUT

Burnout is described as a state of depletion of a peysesburces and emgr
resulting in apathetic and impassive behaviour towards others, having dysfunctional
repercussions on the individual and adversect on oganizations.

Freudenbeger (1977), described Burnout as physical and Emotional
Exhaustion resulting from excessive demands onggnstrength or resources. He
said that when frustration, tension or anxiety persist or increase, stress develops into
a syndrome labeled as Burnout. He also noted that sometimes burnt-out people do
not see themselves as cynical and depresBeely find fault with everything and
everyone around them, complaining about thgaaization and reacting critically to
whatever is suggested by others.

The manifestation of Burnout is characterized by three components, Emotional
Exhaustion, Depersonalization and Feeling of Reduced Persacroamplishment
on the job (Maslach and Jackson, 1981).

l. Emotional Exhaustion

Emotional Exhaustion is a state caused by excessive psychological and
emotional demands, feelings of depression, helplessness, hopelessness and thoughts
about suicide.

Il. Depersonalization

Depersonalization refers to treating people like objects and is often reflected
in the use of object labels rather than personal names, when referring to clients.
Depersonalization is characterized by the development of negative attitude towards
one self, towards work and towards life.

I"i. Reduced PersonaAccomplishment

The demotivating éécts of the feeling of inéitacy are evident from research
on learned helplessness, which show that people in situation, whants efpeatedly
fail to produce positive result§.hese people developed symptoms of stress and
depression, when they no longer believed that their actions can and mdkeeandd,
they quit trying.

TEACHER BURNOUT

Though teaching is called as labor of love until ntwe realities of classroom
life have made teaching a stressful professiana consequence, many teachers are
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finding that their feelings about themselves, their students and their profession as
more negative than they were initiallyhese teachers are susceptible to developing
chronic feelings of emotional exhaustion and fatigue, negative attitudes towards their
students and a reduced personal accomplishment in the job. It is rather frightening to
think that many teachers are wasting themselves, spending their lifetimes in doing
something which has no meaning for them, which gives them no sense of satisfaction
and personal worth. In psychological terms such type of teachers are called burnt
out teachers.

Teacher Burnout has an additional impact on the sqarethat the teaché&r
state of mental health has a direct influence on the educational process. How the
teacher instructs has more relevance than what is tafigleacher who is low on
morale, high on frustration and is detached from the students obviously is not able to
be efective in the classroom. Burnout is not a trivial problem but an important
barometer of a major social dysfunction in the work place.

Clouse andVhitekar (1981) pointed out three stages of teacher burnout:
Stage 1- Loss of Enthusiasm

Most teachers enter the profession with a sincere desire to help the stiithents.
enegy levels may be high, ideals strong, value systems decent, sense of motivation
high and they nurse an inner hope that something positive can be done about the
students. Howevemwhen their expectations are not met, their enthusiasm falters.

Stage 2- Frustration

Frustration is one of the earliest signs of burnout. Lowered teacher morale at
this point increases the frustration and burnout level.

Stage 3- Alienation

Alienation of a professional from the work environment may be viewed as a
response or result of powerlessness, frustration and loss of meaningsnaamle’
Alienation is associated with detachment, withdrawal and isolation within the work
environmentA teacher at this stage may view students as impersonal objects, may
not be available when the students need help or even refuse to helplthemna
teacher who is undgoing Burnout would perceive a lack of enthusiasm, lowered
sense of morale and high levels of frustration, a sense of detachment and would
withdraw from work.

An early study of teacher burnout (Gold, 1985) reported that burnt-out teachers
had described themselves as “empfienated, wasted, let down and even used-up”.
The Gold study described Burnout itself as “the end product of stress”.
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According toFarber (1991), Burnout is the result of a long period of stress.
Stress comes from the perception of a teacher that the resources available to deal
with the stress are not adequakeacher Burnout may be caused by various factors
like excessive work, lack of administrative support, inadequate salaries, disciplinary
problems, lack of student interest, overcrowded classroomsicdify in
advancement, conflict in job perceptions and public criticism of teachers and their
work.

For many teachers career development is often accompanied by a progressive
sense of inconsequentiality (Farpb@®91). Many teachers in late to mid-careers
become disenchanted or rgaralize themselves from learning, no longer holding
the good for their pupils as a high priorifyor many teachers low self-esteem and
shame (not achieving desired results) are directly correlated with less variety of
teaching approaches and thus less connection with the students’ learning needs.

When the stressors (demands from the job) outweigh the resources available
to deal with the demands then the teachers experience Burh@athers must face
a classroom full of students every danegotiate potentially stressful interactions
with parents, administrators, counselors, and other teachers, contend with relatively
low pay and shrinking school budgets, and ensure students meet increasingly strict
standards of accountability (Klusmann et al., 2008).

WORK ENGAGEMENT

Positive psychology studies human strengths and optimal functioning, instead
of the traditional four Ds: Disease, Damage, Disgrded Disability which is the
switch from Job Burnout t8ork Engagement (Maslach et al., 2001).

Everyday connotations of Engagement refer to involvement, commitment,
passion, enthusiasm, absorption, focusddrefand enagy. In a similar vein, the
Merriam-Webster dictionary (2009) describes Engagement as “emotional involvement
or commitment” and as “the state of being in gear”.

Work Engagement has been picked up by various and quiferdiit
theoretical frameworks in literature, notably Burnout and time. Some of the research
defined ‘Engagement’ as the theoretical antithesis of Burnout (Halbesleben, 2003;
Montgomery et al., 2003). Burnout has become an important aspect for workers
worldwide. Burnout and its supposed corollary Engagement have been found to act
as mediators in most of the relationships between workplace variables.

Work Engagement thrives in settings that demonstrate strong connections
between corporate and individual valuathoughWork Engagement is a personal
experience of individual employees, it does not occur in isolation. Xanthopoulou et
al. (2009) in their diary study revealed that daily job resources generate positive
emotions that, in turn, have a positive impact on employees’ personal resources.
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The first scholar who conceptualized engagement at work was Kahn (1990),
who described it as the, “harnessing ojamization members” selves to their work
roles: in engagement, people employ and express themselves physiogiitively
emotionally and mentally during role performances”. In other words, engaged
employees put a lot of f&irt into their work because they identify with it.

Work engagement includes behavioural-aeyetic(vigor), an emotional
(dedication), and a cognitive(absorption) compon¥®igour reflects the readiness
to devote dbrt in ones work, an exhibition of high levels of eggrwhile working
and the tendency to remain resolute in the face of tafikudty or failure.

Dedication refers to a strong identification with osevork and encompasses
feelings of enthusiasm, inspiration, pride, and challenge.

Absorption is characterized by being completely immersed in ®mark, in
a manner that time appears to pass rapidly and one finddiduttifto disengage
oneself from work.

AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND RELEVANCE OF THE STUDY

This study aimed to provide insight into how aspects of college teachers’ work can
lead to negative psychological outcomes such as burnout and psychological distress as
well as positive outcomes such as work engagement.

Burnout andWork Engagement are multi-factorial concepts composed of
factors within the individual and specific factors in the work place. Burnout is the
negative end of the continuum whereagamizational commitment, work
engagement and job satisfaction are the positive aspects of work management.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The main objectives of the present study were:

1) To study the degree of prevalence of Burnout\almdk Engagement among
college teachers.

2) To study gender diérences in BurnoutVork Engagement among college
teachers.
HYPOTHESES

Based on the review of literature the following hypotheses were proposed:
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1) Burnout and its dimensions are expected to be negatively relatério
Engagement and its dimensions.

2) Gender diferences were expected in BurnoWork Engagement and their
dimensions.

METHOD

DESIGN

The present study was designed to study the relationship of Burnout and
Work Engagement among college teachers.

For this purpose, 250 college teachers (125 males and 125 females) in the
age range of 35-45 years were taken. Male and female groups of teachers
were compared on Maslach Burnout Inventdfprk Engagement Scale.

For measuring Burnouand its dimensions viz. Emotional Exhaustion,
Depersonalization, and Reduced Persofatomplishment Maslach Burnout
inventory devised by Maslach et al. (1996) was used.

Work Engagemenand its dimensions vi¥igor, Dedication and\bsorption
were assessed by usiMéprk Engagement Scale by Schaufeli et al. (2002).

SAMPLE

The subjects comprised of 250 college teachers selected randequgl
number of male and female teacher®\ofk and Science stream were selected from
colleges of tri-city within the age range of 35-45 years.

Inclusion criteria:

All the teachers were regular teachers who had a minimum of five years of
teaching experience.

These teachers belonged to middle and upper middle classes.

No co morbidity or any mental disorder was found among these college
teachers.
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TESTSAND TOOLS

The following standardized tests and tools were used:
1. Maslach Burnout InventorfMaslach et al., 1996).
2. Work Engagement Scale (Schaufeli et al., 2002).

General information schedule was also administered to gather information
about the demographic variables viz age, sex, educational qualifications, marital
status, number of children, hobbies, belief in God, stressors and ways to deal with
them etc.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TESTS
1) Maslach Burnout Inventory (Maslach et al.,1996)

This test was developed by Maslach to measure Burnout which is a
psychological syndrome of Emotional Exhaustion, Depersonalization and Reduced
PersonalAccomplishment.There are 22 items, which are divided into three sub-
scales of Emotional Exhaustion, Depersonalization and Reduced Personal
AccomplishmentThe items were answered in terms of the frequency with which
the respondent experienced these feelings on Likert scale ranging from Strongly
Disagree (0) to Strongligree (5).

Emotional Exhaustion pertains to the feelings when an individual looses
his/her emotional forces and is no longer able to maintain emotional relations with
others.

The second dimension of Burnout is Depersonalizafidris parameter of
attrition pertains to non sentimental and rude responses to visitors and co-workers.
Individual’s sufering from attrition syndrome has negative and reproachful feelings
and outlook towards others.

Reduced Personadccomplishment refers to individua'negative
understanding of their vocationalfefts, and the feeling that there is no progress in
the work and their work &frts do not yield positive results.

The reliability co-eficient by Cronbacls co-eficient alpha was .90 for
Emotional Exhaustion, .79 for Depersonalization and .71 for Reduced Personal
Accomplishment.
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Work Engagement Scale (Schaufeli et al.,2002)

Teachelrs Work Engagement in this research was measured using/ahle
Engagement scale developed by Schaufeli et al. (200#%. measure is a three
factor scale consisting of 17 items aiming to measure the three dimensidfoskof
EngagementVigor (6 items), Dedication (5 items) aAtbsorption (6 items)All the
items were anchored in a seven point Likert-type scale ranging from 0 (Never) to 6

(Always).Vigor is characterized by high levels of egyeand mental resilience while
working, the willingness to investfeft in ones work and persistence in the face of
difficulty. Dedication is ona’ sense of significance, enthusiasm, inspiration, pride
and challenge.Absorption refers to the state in which one is highly concentrated
and happily engrossed in his/her work so that he/she feels time passes quickly and it
is difficult to detach from work.

The reliability and the factorial validity of the scale are good (Schaufeli et al.,
2002 and Bakker2002). Cronback’alpha values varied between.75 and.90.

PROCEDURE

All the respondents were selected randomly and contacted persdrmadiy
were requested to volunteer for testing the questionaire scha@th@éeaespondents
were then given the questionnaires in a booklet form and were requested to respond
to them truthfully according to given instructionBhey were assured that information
obtained would be kept confidential and the results would be used for research purpose
only.

The testing of questionaire was started by firstly asking the participants to
fill in the general information schedule and then requested to respond to the tests
one after the other until all tests and all questions had been respontibd testing
of questionaire was conducted personally in 3-4 sittiAdisthe respondents were
given instructions to each questionnaire as specified in the respective manual, as
follows.

SCORING AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Scoring for all the given tests was done as per the instructions provided in
the scoring manuals of the testtie scores were then subjected to various statistical
treatments and analysis. Descriptive Statistics, t-tests, Correlations and were carried

out to analyze the data as per the objectives of the .study
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RESULTS

Means and Standard Deviations for the three groups: male teachers, female teachers
and theTotal Sample offeachers were calculated.

t-ratios

Table-1

Means, Standard Deviations and t-ratios Comparing Male and Femal€eachers

S. No[Names of the variables Male Teachers FemaleTeachers
(n=125) (n=125) t-ratios

Mean SD Mean SD

1. Emotional 12.34 5.68 12.03 5.05. 44
Exhaustion

2. Depersonalization 5.93 2.85 5.34 2.84 1.62

3 Reduced Personal 10.49 5.04 9.69 3.21 1.49
Accomplishment

4 Burnout 28.75 8.81 27.06 8.24 1.56

5 Vigor 24.38 5.28 23.91 5.79 .67

6 Dedication 23.90 5.17 24.22 5.84 A4

7 Absorption 25.14 6.21 24.65 6.21 .63

8 Work Engagement 73.29 14.75 72.78 15.87 .26

t-ratios were calculated to find out the significance ofedénces comparing male
and female teacher§he comparison revealed no t-ratios to be significant, meaning
that no significant dferences existed between males and females on Burnout and
its dimensions as well as &dork Engagement and its dimensions.

Schaufeli et al. (2006Eported that relationships betwéark Engagement
and gender were weak but equivocal. In&lstralian, Canadian, and French samples,
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no gender dierences were observed. On the other hand, in the Belgian, German,
Finnish, and Norwegian samples, males scored slightly higher on the three
engagement dimensions than females.

The analysis and maintenance of the mental health of female teachers in
colleges in China was done by Zhang and Miao (2006gy found thateachers,
when grouped on the basis of genadéowed no significant dérence in their burnout
tendencies. Both male and female teachers were at equal risk andusned out
they did not show any marked fiifence in their state.

Basikin (2007¥oundno significant diferences iWork Engagement between male
and female teacherg/hile female teachers felt secure with the low income and enjoyed
their teaching position due to their limited financial necesgityvided additional financial
support to the familymale teachers had to find other jobs to provide for the faffrtily
responsibility to do the duty of the other job(s) took a certain amount of tifod, aid
enegy of male teachers from the teaching profession. Male teachers, therefore, were poten-
tially less engaged in their teaching work. Data on the engagement of junior secondary
school English teachers, howewvil a diferent storyThere was no significant contribu-
tion of gender on the ddrences iWork Engagement among the teachers.

Correlational Analysis

Correlational analysis was done to study the relationship of Burnout and its
dimensions viz. Emotional Exhaustion, Depersonalization and Reduced Personal
AccomplishmentWork Engagement and its dimensions wzgor, Dedication and
Absorption.

Tables 2 to 4 show the inteorrelations matrices for all the three groups.

The results of intecorrelation indicate thafotal Burnout emeyed to have
significant negative relation with all the dimensiond\ark engagement among the total
sample, male and female teachers.

Results of intecorrelation also indicate that Emotional Exhaustion getkrto
have significant negative relation with all the dimensiord/ofk engagement among the
total sample and male teachers.

The results further revealed that Depersonalization was found to be significantly
and negatively related tigor among the total sample and males. It was found to be
negatively related wittWork Engagement among the total sample of teachers and with
Absorption among males.

For Reduced Persorfatcomplishment there enggd significant negative relation
with all the dimensions alMork Engagement among the total sample and female teachers.
For male teachers it was found to be significantly relatedb®sorption andwork
Engagement.
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Table-2
Inter-correlation Matrix for the Total Sample (n-250)
S. No. Names of theVariables 1 2 5 6 7 8
1 Emotional Exhaustion - 0.33 0.07 0.77-0.18 -0.21 -0.15 -0.21
2 Depersonalization - 018 0.63-0.14 -0.1 -0.12 -0.14
3 Reduced PersonAtcomplishment 0.60 -0.23 -0.22 -0.18 -0.24
4 Burnout - -0.28 -0.27 -0.22 -0.30
5 Vigor - 0.66 0.61 0.85
6 Dedication - 0.65 0.87
7 Absorption - 0.87
8 Work Engagement -
Value of correlation significant at .05 level =.13
Value of correlation significant at .01 level =.17
Table-3
Inter-correlation Matrix for Male Teachers (n=125)

S. No.Names of theVariables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 Emotional Exhaustion - 0.26 -0 0.72 -0.27 -0.28 -0.23 -0.29
2 Depersonalization - 0.12 0.56 -0.17 -0.07 -0.17 -0.16
3 Reduced PersonAtcomplishment - 0.60 -0.16 -0.14 -0.17 -0.17
4 Burnout - -0.32 -0.28 -0.30 -0.34
5 Vigor - 068 065 0.86
6 Dedication - 0.68 0.87
7 Absorption - 0.89
8 Work Engagement -

Value of correlation significant at .05 level =.17
Value of correlation significant at .01 level =.22
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Table-4

Inter-correlation Matrix for FemaleTeachers (n=125)

S. No.Names of theVariables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 Emotional Exhaustion - 0.41 0.21 0.83 -0.1 -0.14 -0.05 -0.12
2 Depersonalization - 028 0.71 -0.13 -0.11 -0.06 -0.13
3 Reduced PersonAtcomplishment - 062 -0.37 -0.36 -0.22 -0.38
4 Burnout - -0.25 -0.27 -0.14 -0.27
5 Vigor - 0.64 0.56 0.84
6 Dedication - 0.64 0.88
7 Absorption - 0.84

8 Work Engagement -

Value of correlation significant at .05 level =.17
Value of correlation significant at .01 level =.22

The results of the present study are in line with the previous studies done in this
field.

According toAllinder, (1994)highly engaged teachers tended to exhibit greater
levels of planning and ganization and greater enthusiasm for teachiergchers with
high personal ditacy and high teaching fidacy increased end-of-year goals more
often for their students and teachers with high persofiabef/ significantly affected
greater growth among their students.

Goddard et al. (200Dpined that teachers high orfiehcy were more engaged
in their work and developed a trusting relationship with parents and studéete
relationships included feelings of benevolence, reliahibtympetence, honestsnd
openness in general fe€tive teachers trusted that their students possessed an openness
to learn and the capability to succeed. Similar to teachers with a high senSeaaf/ef
teachers who trusted students and parents were more likely to set high but achievable
expectations for their students

Bakker etal., (2007 their study on Finnish teachers found that job resources
act as buers and diminish the negative relationship between pupil misbehavior and
work Engagement. in addition, they found that job resources particularly influence
Work Engagement when teachers are confronted with high levels of pupil conduct.
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Lath (2010) conducted a study on 100 teachers to study the causes of
Occupational Stress. It was found that role ifisigncy and role ambiguity were
the main reasons for stre§gachers also faced high amounts of stress during teaching
and handling student3.he results of the study also revealed that private school
teachers were more prone to stress as compared to teachers of government schools.

According toPhilipp and Schu“pbach (2010) a great number of teachers found
teaching fulfilling and were dedicated to it, but others felt emotionally exhausted,
indicated that the interaction with pupils to be emotionally demanding. Emotional
labor was shown to play an important role for the health of teachers. In a full two-
wave longitudinal study over the period of 1 yethe efect of emotional labor on
emotional exhaustion and dedication of 102 teachers was investifjassthers who
were able to influence their emotions to feel the emotion appropriate in a situation
(so called deep acting) felt significantly less emotionally exhausted after one year
From this result, deep acting characterized as health-beneficial. Once teachers felt
emotionally exhausted, they used more surface acting. More dedicated teachers did
neither engage more in deep acting nor in surface acting .This indicated that those
teachers who were dedicated to teaching seemed less likely to act.

Demerouti et al. (2012) opined thathen employees experiencédw at
work, they were more vigorous (and less exhausted) at the end of the day when they
detached from work in the evening compared with days when they failed to detach.
The study tracked 83 participantdio completed daily surveys over four consecutive
days. Results of multi level analyses indicated that sohagacteristics of flow
such as absorption and enjoyment, were significantly associated witljyeafeer
work. Recovery at work and detachment from work moderated the relationship
between flow (specifically the enjoyment component) and after worlggner

If teachers are stressed or burnt out, the aforementioned qualities will be
affected and the students in particular and the society in general will be deprived of
those characteristics that are required for a successful and bright firhee.
educational institutions must continuously monitor the factors which may have
adverse déct on the dectiveness of teachers and take remedial actions to improve
learning (Nazeem and Nazi2008).

Overall, the findings suggest two ways to addrefsctifeness among college
teachers: reducing job demands associated with burnout and increasing of job resources
associated with work engagemeAt.dual focus on reducing burnout and increasing
engagement appears likely to have the strongest impact on reducing psychological distress.

Implications for reseach and practice

While work factors explained more than half the variance in burnout and work
engagement, future research could investigate a wider range of variables including individual
differences such as personalitg we know from practice, it can happen that teachers who
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get up tired in the morning, feel exhausted and have to find courage and strength to go to
their work and even wonder why they chose for this work, somehow regain thejy ener
and dedication during the day and hence remain engBgedcluding both positive and
negative outcomes this study has provided a momaplete picture of the relationships
between work characteristics and mental health. Building a sense of positive challenge at
work could involve ensuring that work is meaningful.
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Significance of Fleedom Fiom the Known in
J. Krishnamurti’ s Philosophy

Anamika Girdhar*

Jiddu Krishnamurti is one of the modern Indian thinkers who brought philosophy
from closets and libraries to make it live among people through his talks, interviews, books
and question-answer sessions. It is a philosophy of freedom, as most philosophy is, but
differing in being a philosophy of freedom from the known, the static. He is one of the
modern anti-intellectualists as Henri Bson is but is more radical than the creative
evolutionist, more revolutionary than the existentialists. He feels that today mankind is
technologically very advanced; it has reached the moon and is still moving.fGdlerce
and technology have created a world of comforts. But human beings, who have achieved
extraordinary technological advancement, have remained psychologicalardly the
same, more or less, for the last forty thousand y€hisis the problem which J.Krishnamurti
wants us to ponder ovaie have changed our outer world but why have we not brought
about a radical change in our own psychological realm? Have we never cared for it or are
our methods faulty?

J. Krishnamurti has a very precise answer to this problem. His whole philosophy is
concerned about making mankind hapBut this happiness is not of the utilitarian kind
nor it is individualistic, but it is the happiness that comes when we have achieved total
freedom — freedom from the known. It is the state of love for all, without any attachment.

J. Krishnamurti says that we have never cared to look inwaklgenerally try to
change the outward realm of things to solve our problems. Morewedry to take the
help of someone else such as a guru, a teacher or a philosopher to solve our problems,
whereas the real solutions lie in looking inwardly and solving our problems ourselves
without any other persasmhelp.There is no trodden path. He says that truth is a pathless
land. One has to change himself/herself inwarstlythat one can have a holistic view of
life. This appears contradictor®n the one hand, he says that everyone has to search his/
her way on its own; on the other hand he suggests theBarathis contradiction is resolved
when we realize that inward change cannot be brought about by thear{Daerlas to
live with the experience of inwardness. Krishnamurti again and again warns his audience
not to follow him blindly Krishnamurti is only giving a method, but when one starts
following it, when one acts on it, it will be a new wdyys/her own wayEach persos’
experience is diérent, at the same time it is universal also because we all are human
beings. Krishnamurts method and philosophy is threefold. Firstilye focus of J.
Krishnamurtis method is the inner self of marhe inner self of man is the centre of
Krishnamurtis thoughtAccording to him it is vital that we understand ourselves completely
but in enquiring into ourselves we are not to isolate ourselves from the rest of the world.
Human being throughout the world are caught up in the same daily problems as we are, so
in enquiring into ourselves we are not being in the least neurotic because therdésamdif
between the individual and the collectiveperson is not isolated from the socidtle
*Associate Professpbepartment of Philosophiurukshetra UniversityKurukshetra
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says, “lI must become aware of the total field of my own self, which is the consciousness of
the individual and the societlt is only then, when the mind goes beyond this individual
and social consciousness that | can become a light to myself that never gd&ecoantily

one does not have to change oneself by reformings amays, but just by observing the
working of its own mind without passing any judgment, just by living the experience without
praise or blame. He calls it choice less awarefdgs.means that in order to understand
oneself one has to observe oneself, see what is actually taking place inside oneself. But this
does not mean to sit in a corner and meditating about oneself in isolation. “I can observe
myself only in relationship because all life is relationsBiptcording to Krishnamurti,

we all exist in relationship to people, things and ideas, and in studying our relationship to
outer world, things and people as well as to inward things, we begin to understand ourselves.
Every other form of understanding is merely an abstracfiod.we cannot understand
ourselves in abstractioA.person is not an abstract entity; therefore one has to study oneself
in actuality— as onis, not as one wishes to be. It means we should look without condemning
or justify. It also means that the mind has become quiet, i.e. it is no longer chattering,
indulging in an idle talk, as Heidegger would siyis capable of observing, what
Krishnamurti calls ‘what is’, ontologically speakingThirdly, one has to see a problem in

a holistic mannerand not fragmentarilyfhis is also very important. In order to have to
have a holistic viewone has to observe a thing without any bias or prejudice. Most of us,
Krishnamurti finds, live in narrow limits and at times, feel good to be rigid, hard and
complex.This breeds violence, as others are equally dogmatic in theirs beliefs, opinions
and persuasion$hat is how the world has become so chaotic, so violent, and so callous.
Our prejudices do not allow us to look impatrtially at the facts of our conditioning - the
narrowing of our consciousne3ie more the conditioning, the more fragmented it becomes,
wasting its vitality in friction. Krishnamurti asks whether it is possible to be totally aware
of the whole field of consciousness and not merely a part, a fragment, of it. His answer is:
if you are able to be aware of the totalityen you are functioning all the time with total
attention.There is then no frictionVhat he means to say is that total consciousness is
global; it is not petty little mind concerned with its little problems. In his idealist strain,
Krishnamurti envision, as he says: “In the greattee lesser disappears. In the greater
humanity the little human problems are solvéd<tishnamurtis vision is thus global. He
wishes to achieve oneness — globadliyd thus to remove divisions in the world.

Thus the three aspects are intennected. In order to have a holistic vienwe has
to observe a thing without any prejudidéis prejudice less vision can be achieved only
when one has changed himself/herself inwarldlyve are divided inwardlywe cannot
have a holistic view about the outer world. Morepwdren our inner self is changed, there
is no need to change the outer world. It will change automatically because all of us have
created the value¥/hen we forcibly try to change the inner or the quteat is violence in
J. Krishnamurts termsWe just have to observe the working of our inner self, without
passing judgments that will change it for the better and tothligrishnamurti again and
again emphasizes that the root of all problems is the inner self. So the method is Socratic in
a way -‘know thy self

In the words of J. Krishnamurti “the world is you and you are the wéiNtEn has
created this outer world, the socidhye morals, the political systedvhen we have created
this world which is corrupt, in&tient, cruel, jealous etc., then in order to change it, we
have to start with ourselves, and not to try to reform it with the alteration of the systems of
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the world, not by looking for a new leadarnew system, a new philosoplaynew guru,
but by looking at ourselves as we ére.

For this we need to observe our own inner self without prejudice. Prejudices are
the result of all the accumulated knowledge we have gained since our childinisd.
knowledge is the result of the whole tradition of mankind. It takes the form of religion,
political system, science, philosopliterature etcWe form images, ideas and thoughts by
it. These images are like coloured glasses on our eyes, which colour everything we see.
These images and ideas condition our persondiystart thinking in our particular way
but this is limited in its scope and vision, because it is based on knowledge which is limited.
Why is knowledge limited? Knowledge is limited because it is static whereas life is an
ongoing process, it is always changing. Knowledge is the accumulative result of experience.
One scientist discovers something, another scientist adds to it or subtracts from it. So there
is a gradual accumulation of knowledddat is why human thought, which is born of
knowledge, is also not total or complete. Knowledge can never be complete about anything.
So knowledge is always limited. It is old, whereas life is new everjideyght which is
based on limited knowledge is static and cannot flow with life. Moredheught is
fragmentary and creates duality — what is and what is not or what is and what ought to be
- this duality dissipates the eggrwhich is necessary for observation in a holistic.way

So Krishnamurti suggests that we should first get rid of all past and static knowledge,
ideologies, images, thoughts, theories etc., and look at our inner self afresh without any
prejudice only then can we see “what is”, says J. Krishnamurti.

How to observeThis is a very important aspect of KrishnamsrphilosophyIt
is an art of observation, not a science of observation. It is to be learnt and practiced to be
understood. It is not a theory fact, it is the most ditult activity. When we look at a
thing, at once our mind puts a category on it:

The moment you look at &#&, the moment you use the dvbee, you a& not
looking. The wat, the emembrance pwvents you ém looking... The moment you
use the wal which you have used a thousand times bethat vey wod is the
factor of time. Theafore, you have alady bought about a divisioh.

When we ordinarily look at anything, we get experience and experience is
accumulated in the form of memories. Memories form knowle@iges a vicious circle
goes on. So whenever we will look next time, this knowledge will cast its shadow on the
object being observed and we will not be able to know the object as ‘it is’, but only what
we think about it. So learning the art of “looking” is very important. It is to become “a mind
that does not demand experience” and it is totalfgiht. As Krishnamurti says,” do not
accumulate, but just listen, just observe without all the memofibg'is the way to make
the observer who creates violence, disapgéas is not an inaction, but action itself.

Krishnamurti has given the example of a Chinese paintey in order to paint a
tree, observed it for years, until he became the tree ifd@fobserver and the observed
became onéel'he observer disappeared totally
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This is the state which Krishnamurti wants us to achieve. In his discussions, he
calls this a state of total freedom or freedom from the knd@Wwis. is total revolution. Such
a mind is quiet.

Many philosophers have discussed the nature of freedom, but Krishnamurti is very
radical. Freedom is not to be free from one thing or andtl&freedom from all knowledge,
all thoughts, and all images. If we are free from one thing or antileerthis is not a total
freedom. It we became free from nationalism because we have started believing in
internationalism, this freedom is a reactionary freedom. Krishnamurti says, “It is a reaction
which will lead to then another reaction which will bring about confornaitypther form
of domination. In this wayyou can have a chain of reactions and accept each reaction as
freedom. But it is not freedom; it is merely a continuity of a modified past which the mind
clings to.®

Freedom is a state of mind, not freedom from something, but a sense of freedom, a
freedom to doubt and question everythiflgis freedom is so intense, active and vigorous,
says Krishnamurti, that it throws away every form of dependence, slavafgrmity and
acceptance. Such freedom implies being completely alone, without dependence on
somethingThis freedom implies that our mind is alone.

“To be alone” is a state of mind. It is not isolation or cuttifigooéself, asserts
Krishnamurti. It is to die to the past. One is alone when one does not belong to any family
any nation, or any cultur@his does not mean that you put on the clothesSafreyasand
go to jungle.To be alone means to be psychologically independent of circumstances in
which you live A man who is completely alone in this way is innocent and it is this innocence
that frees mind from sorrow:

Such a person is not only innocent but young, alive at whatever age and only such
a mind can see what isutth and that which is not measurable by eér

Itis to live with what you are, without any justification or condemnation. Just live
with yourself as you actually are.

This freedom is also not a matter of time. Krishnamurti insists that it is to live in
present. Howevethis freedom does not come gradudliyrappens in a moment. It means
that if one goes on thinking that he will be free tomorrow or a day after; he is not going to
be free. It happens at an instant or neBeit one should not even be aware of it. If one is
conscious of this freedom and sdyam free,” and then he is not free. It should be natural
and efortless.Total freedom lies beyond the field of consciousnEstsl freedom is freedom
from all prejudices and fears; death being one of the greatest fears.

J. Krishnamurti has given a long discussion on déidits is very interesting to
see that we also find such discussion in Martin Heidegger also, but Krishnaexptisition
of death, unlike that in Heidegger is not meant to make us authentic but to make us alive.
Both the knowledge of the past and the fear of death make us live half-heaxbediyly,
in fear and dread, sapped of enyeand passion. In this respect, Krishnamurti is closer to
Bergson than HeideggeBut in Begson, it is the sense of the process of tidugeethat



Significance of Freedom From the Known in 117
J. Krishnamurté Philosophy

puts us back in the flux, in vitalitynot death both physically and psychologically
Krishnamurtis attempt to bring the role of dying to oneself — to the things, is like will-less
state of Schopenhauéyccording to Krishnamurti, death is a feaf course the greatest

fear, as long as we try to escape it. In order to free ourselves from it, we have to face it,
bring it closeyof course psychologicallit is very easy as well as equally venyfidiilt. To

live means to have desires. Krishnamurti says, “If you have died to one of your pleasures,
the smallest and the greatest, naturally without any enforcemeguonemt, then you will

know what it means to dié”

In other words, to die is to have a mind that is completely empty to itself, empty of
its daily longings, pleasures and agorites.

Death is nothing but to be empty of desires, of past knowledge - then there is
freedom.

This freedom is the starting point of a new life, which is full of gndthis freedom,
this emptiness expands osgdersonalityThis turns an individual into a human being.
Individual is a local entitybut human being is a universal being. He belongs to everyone.

Proper relationship can prosper only by gaining freedom from the knwen.
known is like a cage. It restricts our visidhen we are free, when we are not seeking our
personal securitywhen we are free from the known, the desires, then only one can have a
meaningful relationship with othershe flower of love can flourish only here and now
Love does not divide neither there is any expectation nor any sense of duty or responsibility
In other words, love is possible when the sense of ‘me’ is gone, when, “you are not seeking,
not waiting, not pursuing, there is no centre at all, then there is1ove,”

We can understand all this theoreticatiyt J. Krishnamurti wants us to live it, to
look it, no merely repeat his words. For this we need to look clearly inwakiyneed
passion and total ergr This cannot happen bygarment or persuasions. It comes when it
comes and you cannot bring it about,V@gtgenstein puts it. Seeing is acting as
J.Krishnamurti says. One may go on reading J. Krishnamioioks for years and may
never gain this freedom. Someone may read one book and gain freedom. It may be the case
that somebody has never read Krishnamurti and still has gained freedom from the known.

After explaining Krishnamurts views now | take up the general criticism that is
leveled against him. Many people feel that how can complex social problems be solved
just by changing our self? Social problems are the result of our narrow perspectives, our
greed, our selfishness, our fears and our insecurliéd® the example of corruptiovle
all feel that corruption is bad and want a society which is corruption free but when the time
comes to make anfeft to remove it, we want some kind of system to control it, but a
system does not work automaticailyis we who run a system and if we are corrupt then
the system will fail howsoever perfect it may bhe movement started Bywna Hazare to
bring a strong Lokpal Bill is good as it aroused the feelings of the people of India for a
corruption free society but mere feeling without inner change is not enough. Corruption is
present at all the levels of sociesp each person will have to make dorefon his/her
own level and this &rt has a meaning only when there is an inner change—when the
person raises above his/her petty greed and fears and becomes a human being—a universal
being. Such a person will have more capadaitgre drive, greater intensity and vitality to
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work for a corruption-free societfnna Hazares movement or any other such movement

will have only momentary &fct. No system or authority can remove problems. Human
beings have to change themselves by observing their own minds to make outer change.
Similarly the problem of gender inequality can be solved in this Wag main reason of
gender inequality is that since early times women being weak physically due to repeated
child birth were, considered to be weak mentally also. Now this bias being wide spread is
thought to be a reality - a metaphysical realite do not want to see beyond this bias.
Women have proved themselves by doing all kinds of jobs but still men do not now want to
accept gender equality for varied reasons, one being the fear that if women get equal status,
they (women) will dominate men. Here also we need to look at the situation without our
prejudices and fears but our mindset do not let us see. If women can wdikiasthfas

men, then they must be treated as equals. If we are able to form such a society then it will
be good not only for women but for men aléée all have families and in a familghere

are both males and females—brothers, sisters, sons, daughters, husband, wifagthier

If there is inequality in the society then it will hurt our sisters and daughteragsdo

feel concerned when something bad happen to our daughters and sisters but when it happens
to other women outside our familywe are not disturbed or just pay lip service without
realizing that it can happen to our sisters or daughters also. If all women are safe only then
our family members are safe. But our bias and fear do not let us see clearly that society is
also like a big family and we all live in a zigzag of relationships. If we are free from our
greed, lust and feaonly then we can see clearly that gender equality is essential for a
happy society
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India’ s Energy Security Dilemma: Challenges and Oppdunities
in the Neighbourhood

Sanjeev Kumar

Abstract

Efficient and unwavering supply of eggiis indispensable to the economic
growth of India. Lack of engy will not only theaten the sustenance of
economic gowth of the counyr but will also pose a sevechallenge to
national security Since engy security is consided to be the sine qua
non of national defence, for any state, developed or developing, rising or
declining, enayy is essential to suive. Howevethe coe of Indias enegy
policy is security but it doesrt’have an explicitly stated, discernible,
compehensive and cohesive national security strategy orggnEnee

are cetain principles and priorities to follow when it comes to amdrits
enepgy security concerns. For the purpose to highlight the fundamental
characteristics of India enegy policy and its weaknesses, this paper
looks into various policy documents andgaes for a holistic and long-
term enegy security strategy for the couptwhile keeping in mind the
regional geopolitical ealities. D achieve this end, the paper ther
advocates foregional cooperation among neighboring states for long
term gains, en@y security and development.

Intr oduction

After independence, the power sector of India has achieved significant progress.
In 1947, the country had a power generating capacity of 1,362 meddiatavailability
of electricity was only limited to a few urban centr&darge number of people living in
the rural areas had no access to electrivigy, over the period of sixty six years, the
installed capacity of power plants has been increased to 2, 23,344 megawatt in March
20132 Of the countnys total installed generation capacity coal/lignite has tlye#drshare
of about 1, 30,221 megawatt, hydro 39,491 megawatt, gab®dgawatt, and diesel 12,
00 megawattThe rest 32,322 megawatt is being contributed by nyoléad, biomass,
waste-to-electricity plants etdccordingly per capita consumption of electricity in the
country has increased from 16.3 kilowatt hour (kWh) in 1947 to over 917.2 kWh in March
2013#As per the Central Electriciuthority report (2013) the power sector has recorded
an increase of 14 per cent in 2012. But still the coumepegy deficit (during the peak
hour) in the year 2012-13 is over 12, 159 mega®att.

Moreover being a home to over 1.21 billion people that amounts to 17.5 per cent
of global population (Census, 2l)land rapidly growing economy that has widen the gap
between demand and supglydia’s quest for engy can be implicitly put in this context -

*Researctssociate , Institute for Development and Communication, Chandigarh
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India is unable to meet the two-fold egechallenge. On the one hand, people anticipates
that the economic growth of the country will provide them better quality of life - freedom
from poverty hungerilliteracy, malnutrition and preventable diseases etc., while the growing
economy calls for &tient and reliable engy supply Both indicators: a) the installed
enegy generation capacity and b) the capacity utilization which are the key factors of
evaluation of the country’state of preparedness further show that India is facing a huge
challenge to meet its evexpanding engy requirements.

However keeping this in viewthe Government of India unfolddadia
Hydrocarbon Vsion-2025in 2000.This document lays down the framework to guide the
country’s policies pertaining to the hydrocarbons sector for the next 25 geaosding to
India Hydiocarbon Vsion-2025 the Indian economy will increasingly rely on oil and gas
imports in the future; therefore India needs to have a robust and endurigy iemgort
policy. It further supports to ensure the regular flow of gnand gas at a sustainable price
because a supply disruption of high magnitude or price escalation will pose a threat to the
national economy

Review of Literature

Hydro-carbons make up about 42 per cent of Ireddi@dmmercial engy
consumption. It is projected that Indiadil dependency will climb up to 80 per cent by
2025 from the present 70 per cent and that of gas to 91 per cent from the present 53 per cent
(Chaturvedi, 2004). India has registered a rapid rise in itggdemand, after it accelerated
the market based development in 1991. Bnés a concern for all countries in today’
world, and the extent to which Indsaénegy reliance on engy producing and transit
countries has grown, it has become an imperative to look at the cswstiegy policy
from the security perspective as it entails the danger of exposing India to greater geopolitical
risks.

Fluctuating world market prices of crude oil, gas, and the escalating fight fgyener
cant be seen as an act of isolation. It involves a variety of risks foggmeporting
countries at both fronts, national as well as international (e.g. when ay ém@orting
country has to depend on the exporting countries, the loss of independence is more or less
a sign of enagy becoming a national security issue). Howgttem the traditionalists’
standpoint the concern for the security of a nation is as old as the concept of nation-state
itself. For traditionalists, national security means the protection of people and territorial
integrity of the country‘A state is secure to the extent that it is not in danger of having to
sacrifice core values if it wishes to avoid wamd is able, if challenged, to maintain them
by victory in such a war” (Lippman, 1943:51). But in the present times, such a view is,
indeed, too narrow and inadequate to address the complexities of international politics
which is eclipsed by the emgrmatrix. National security is, undeniapdyholistic concept
whereas engpy security is an important feature of it, which implies ensuring uninterrupted
supply of enggy to support economic and commercial activities. Butggngecurity cant’
be confined only to safeguarding the production and distribution of varioug/estmeirces.

Girish Luthra in his workConceptualizing Enagy Security for the Indian Oceamligues,
“enemgy security itself implies safeguarding interests that are influenced, directly or
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indirectly, by considerations based onfdient types of engy sources. It is generally
understood to be linked to the development process, ensuring sustainability over long-
term. Essentiallyit comprises elements of national secyriggonomic security and
environmental securityJnlike some other forms of securiiyis more “vulnerability based”
rather than “threat based”. It also implies making strategic choices in political, economic,
social, military and environmental realms, and comprises elements of both collective as
well as national security” (Luthra, 2005: 19-20). So, to say that the access to markets for
enegy suppliers and access to anesources for importing countries is another vital aspect

of the engygy security is apt.

However enegy security has been defined infdient ways by dférent scholars.
For Clawson, engly security is ‘a continuous access of gyesources to consumers at
reasonable pricegClawson, 1995). Mason echoed the same views by sayinggiener
security essentially implies ensuring uninterrupted supplies ofgatreasonable prices
to support the economic and commercial activities necessary for the sustained growth of
the country” (Wrich, 1975:67). In realitythere are three issues involved in the context of
access to engy resources which almost every anedeficient country shares with all
others. First of all, a stage5upply of imported engy must be adequate in volume so that
its national security is not jeopardized. Second, the supply of importeglyemesst be
continuous - without interruptions or occasional shortfalls that can have serious implications
economic and politicahnd third, imported engy must be available at reasonable prices.
Former President of IndlPJAbdul Kalam defines engy security as ‘ensuring that our
country can supply lifetime ergy to all its citizens, at &rdable costs at all timeéThe
Hindu, 2005).

The import of oil and gas has its own implications for the balance of payment for
enegy importing countries. Being a balance of payment deficit country - angyener
importing nation will remain vulnerable to the oil price facteor that matterin India's
case, in the early seventies when thgabdization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) asserted its intention to increase the oil prices significhndlg supported OPEC
in the name oT hird World solidarity As a cost of solidarity with OPEC, India had to pay
heavily for its oil imports. In the same waguring the Iran-lraq warthe adverse
consequences were felt in the rise of current account deficit from 0.2 per centin 1979-80 to
1.5 per cent in 1981-872he net value of the import of oil for India during the Giir
1991 rose by 50 per cent (Muni and Pant 2005:17-18). Evidamyyabnormal rise in olil
prices is bound to have an adverse impact on balance of payment; thereby the element of
affordability is an important characteristic of egyesecurity

For countries, who are craving to increase theirggnegcurity; the strategic options
available mainly depend on that coungrghegy assets - in the form of natural resources,
technologycapital and overall industrial base. Singlues, “basicallyan enagy importing
country could enhance its eggrsecurity in five major ways: by creating a domestic
atmosphere like deregulation and liberalization suitable to attract foreign investments; by
establishing strategic petroleum reserves; by fuel substitution; by strengthening its
guaranteed foreign supplies through oil diplomacy which includes acquisition of equity
oil abroad; and diversification of oil supplies and promoting gas pipelines through regional
cooperation” (Singh, 2010:52).
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Divergence in the degree of egglinsecurity believed by ergrimporting countries
somehow depends on the availability of natural resourcegy¥maporters need to depend
on enegy-rich countries for their securitpoth emeging and great powers, in a similar
way seek to secure eggrresources by bringing them into their strategic folds. However
the enegy rich countries enjoy an edge over the others gnienporters) because of the
competitive nature of demand and suppliewise, the countries that are central for transit
- between engly producing and the importing countries have also power to manipulate.
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-Indi&Pl) and Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) gas pipelines
are the pressing examples of critical role that transit countries can play

However both enegy producing and transit countries may appear more powerful
in the international arena, but the reality is far more complex than it appeargy Ener
exporting countries need a stable demand whileggnienporting countries need secure
supply but engyy security is more than just managing the demand and supply dynamic
between nations. Engy security has to be addressed simultaneously at multiple levels i.e.
at domestic level having strong regulations fdicefnt use of engy and a framework to
allow greater foreign and private sector participation.

Rationale of the Study

In the present engy security scenario, one mayae that policy works in favour
of both the engyy suppliers and the importing countries because the later are primarily
concerned with the security of their egyersupplies and view foreign eggr supplies
vulnerable to interruption; therefore it is a supply and demand issue. But the focus on
enepgy security needs to include issues: high demand foggiseurces that further lead to
rapid increase in prices and volatility in the oil market, threat of terrorism and instability in
the oil exporting countries; because these are the key concerns of national security and no
country which relies heavily on engy import (e.g. India can ignore them).

In India, the issue of engy security got a boost in 2006, when the Planning
Commission formulated thategrated Eneagy Policyto lay down a broad framework for
enegy policy in the countryHowever the IEP, 2006 examines the issues from the
perspective of engy requirements and suppl@ther enagy policy documents:india
Hydrocarbon Vsion-2025,a document prepared by the Government of India in 2000,
visualizes Indias oil and gas sector to be a globally competitive industry and seeks to
assure engy self-suficiency through increased indigenous production and investment in
equity in oil ventures abroad@his document is concerned, in essence, with the oil security
of the countryTheNationalAction Plan on Climate Change, 2083 national document,
compiling action taken by India for addressing the challenges of climate change. It identifies
a number of measures to simultaneously advance $ndiga’'elopment and climate change
related objectives of adaptation and mitigati®he National Biofuel Policy 2008, is
prepared by the Ministry of New & Renewable Ejyeilhe policy aims at mainstreaming
of biofuels and bringing about accelerated development and promotion and use of biofuels
to substitute petrol and diesel for transport. In view of the subsidies to fossil fuels and
distortions in engy pricing, a level playing field for accelerated development and utilization
of biofuels is the shove of this polickhe Jawaharlal Nehu National Solar Mission, 2010
is a policy document prepared by the Ministry of New & Renewablegign@overnment
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of India. The objective of the mission is to establish India as a global leader in solgy ener
by creating conducive conditions for itsdarscale dffision across the country as quickly
as possible.

All the above said documents prepared bfedint institutions/ministries put focus
on enegy crises and outline plans accordindiyt exceptEP, 2006that makes a major
contribution to the engy policy discussions and makes proposals at both macro and micro
level to meet the countiy’enegy needs and goals, other policy documentstdatempt
to address the issue of counsrgnegy security i.e. availabilityaffordability, efficiency,
which is necessary for the growth of the coustgconomySince all the policy documents
in India are prepared by @#rent institutions/ministries; therefore it is necessary to
understand various complexities of these documents ingamiaed way Comparative
analysis of policy documents is given irafle 1).

Table 1
India: Comparative Analysis of Energy Policy Documents, 2000-2010

Year | Document Institutuions/ Objectives Existing Gaps
Organisations

2000 | India Government of | To make Indias oil and Lacks an
Hydrocarbon | India. gas sectora globally integrated
Vision- 2025. competitiveindustry; approach to
and seeks to assure country’s enegy
enegy self-suficiency security only
through increased confined to

indigenous production oil and gas supply
and investment in
equity in oil

ventures abroad.

2006 | Integrated Planning To have a) Lacks in
Enegy Policy | Commission. [broad framework providing
2006. of India for the enagy strategic planning
policy of the for each engy
country with a vision sector b) Little
of reliably meeting the discussion on
demand for engy the roles of

services of all sectors af different
internationally competitiye stakeholders and
prices. mechanisms of
coordination
among them.




124 Panjab University Research Journal (Ake).XXXIX,Nos. 1 & 2
¢) Though, the
only policy document
that speaks on
integrated engy; but
is inadequate in terms
of comprehensiveness -
which is required for an
enegy security policy

2008 | National Government of| a) Protecting the poor However NFACC is a
Action Plan India, Prime and vulnerable sections| basket of eight
on Climate Minister's of society through missions,

Change, Council on inclusive and but viewed

2008. Climate Changg.sustainable developmer]t inefficient to deal
strategyb)Achieving with the current engy
national growth requirements of the
objectives through a country It lacks
qualitative change in unanimity about the
direction that enhances| enegy security from
ecological sustainability| national security and

defense perspective.

2008 | National Ministry of To bring accelerated Focused only to provide
Biofuel New & development, promotion substitute to the fossil
Policy, Renewable and use of biofuels to fuel. It lacks unanimity
2008. Enegy, substitute petrol and in its plans for engy

Government of| diesel for transporflo security of the country
India. ensure that a minimum

level of biofuels becomg

readily available in the

market tothe demand at

any given time.

2010 | Jawaharlal Ministry of To establish India as a | JNNSM is primarily
Nehru New & global leader in solar concerned about
National Renewable enegy. promotion of
Solar Mission, Enegy, ecologically sustainable
2010. Government growth. It does not

of India. speak about engy
security challenges that
the country is facing
now.

Compiled by author using various information sms i.e. institutions, ministries and government of India

website.
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Methodology and Data

A review of policy documents: i.e. #)dia Hydmocarbon Vsion - 2025;b)
Integrated Eneagy Policy 2006; c) National Action Plan on Climate Change, 2008)
National Biofuel Policy2008;and, e)Jawaharlal Nehu National Solar Mission, 2010,
has been done. Since all of these are institutional-oriented policy documents; therefore it is
apparent that the knowledge from many perspectives and activities has dpa@nent at
multiple levels and there are chances of policy situation overlaps with one ahlshee
for the purpose of analysis of policy documents; the existing policy framework and
established policy situations/existing arrangements (that are particular to the demands of a
particular time, place or people) in various institutions/ministries has been examined in a
systematic way (i.e. decoding eggrsecurity policy institutional analysis, analysis of
various endgy policy documents; and analysis of role of ggen India’s foreign policy
and regional cooperation).

For quantitative analysis, data have been taken from various annual reports (which
are in public domain) prepared by the Ministry of Pqowvilee Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, the Ministry of
Commerce and Industriylanning Commissiofyorld Enegy Outlook, International Engy
Agency including other government agencies e.g. Central Electhiattyority etc. Data
on households using traditional biomass fuel for cooking purposes has also been used from
the (Census, 2@} to support the gument about engy crisis. For analysis of South
Asian regional cooperation potential in the gyesector quantitative data (which is available
in the public domain) fronsouthAsian Initiative for Enegy Repot, 2008has been used.

Decoding India’s Energy Security Policy

Over the past few years, eggisecurity has gained a pivotal role in Indiddmestic
politics as well as foreign firs. It has, virtuallytaken centre stage in the government
policy making. Howeverto understand Indig’enegy policy, one needs to visit its three
main objectives: Engy Access, Engy Security and Mitigation of Climate Change in the
light of present state of fairs. Over one quarter of Indgpopulation still lack access to
electricity, countrys increasing dependence on imported gnerespecially oil and gas -
makes it vulnerable to manipulation and geopolitical riske paradox of committing to
the issue of climate change; while have to accelerate the economic development and
industrialization of the country needs further examination whether policy objectives and
concepts detailed in the vision and strategy documents irdia)Hydocarbon Vsion -

2025; b) Integrated Enagy Policy 2006; c) National Action Plan on Climate Change,
2008;d) National Biofuel Policy2008;and, eJawaharlal Nehu National Solar Mission,

201Q are based on reasonable motivations or Yet, before looking into the overall
enegy scenario or the niceties of all above said documents for the purpose of evaluating
their efectiveness, it is necessary to have a comprehensive understandingpfpertiey
making institutional framework of the country

a) Institutional analysis

The Central Government in Indifederal setup controls planning and policy related
to fossil fuels (i.e. coal, natural gas and petrolelimg. Planning Commission is responsible
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for planning for powerenegy, enegy policy and rural engy. However the role and
relevance of the Planning Commission is increasingly being questioned: Does India still
needs a top-down, centralized policy planning? (Bagchi, 2007). Empowered Group of
Ministers (EGoM), a collective decision-making mechanism with permanent members, is
responsible to bring the issue into the policy discussion and expedite the decision-making
process. Policy-making and implementation in the ggnsector is divided among five
ministries. The Ministry of Power is responsible for power; the Ministry of Coal is
responsible for policies on exploration and development of coal reserves; and the Ministry
of New & Renewable Engy takes care of national programmes to increase renewable
enegy (i.e. wind, solar and small hydro power etc.). Likewise, the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas supervises all aspects of the oil and natural gas sector (e.g. exploration,
production, marketing and import/expoithe Department gktomic Enegy is responsible

for all aspects of India’nuclear policyDetails of various other public sector undertakings,
agencies, bureaus, research associations/institutes that work under these ministries have
been explained in (Figure 1).

Figure 1

Institutional Structur e of India’s Energy Policy

Government
of India

Planning
Commission

Empowered
Group of
Ministers

i 2 v
Ministry of Ministry of Ministry of Ministry of Department of
Power Petroleum and New and Coal Atomic
Natural Gas Renewable Energy
Energy
“ } v
(a) 6 Public Sector (a) 15 Public Sector (a) Indian Renewable 3 Public Sector 5 Public Sector
Undertakings. Undertakings; (b) Energy Undertakings Undertakings.
Central Electricity Directorate General Development Several Research
Authority; (b) of Hydrocarbon; (c) Agency; (b) Institutes.
Bureau of Energy Petroleum Planning Several Research
Efficiency and Analysis Cell; (d) Institutes

Petroleum Conservation
Research Association
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Sourceinternational Enegy Agency 2012.“Understanding Engy Challenges of India”, pp.18-
21.[Online] available at: wwyviea.og/publications/.../publication/India_study_FINAL_WEB.pdf.
Accessed on 28pril, 2013.

There is, howeven strong criticism from many quarters of the ggpesector against
having five diferent ministries, who are bent on protecting their narrow turf instead of
acting in compliance with national eggrobjectives. In addition to the above said
ministries: the Ministry of Externaffairs, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, the Ministry of Rural Development and the Ministry of Science
andTechnology also play a vital role in Indsaenegy policy:.

To keep pace with the changing international political scenario, the Ministry of
ExternalAffairs created a separate egyesecurity division in 2007his division serves as
a nodal point in the ministry for erggr security; and also co-ordinate with the concerned
ministries and supports their international engagements all the way through proper
diplomatic interventionsThe Ministry of Finance decides on the budget allocation for
five-year plans, which determine the directions of cousteyegy policy. The Ministry of
Environment and Forest plays critical role in the development of infrastructure while taking
into account the environment impact of projects; be it hydroelectric projects, coal mining
in forested zones or other infrastructure development projects. It also approves and
administers Clean Development Mechanism projects in the coltheMlinistry of Rural
Development is responsible for: a) improving social conditions in rural areas b) management
of land resources and c¢) management of drinking water and sanitation in the.Cthantry
Ministry plays vital role in managing issues like Resettlement & Rehabilitation,
compensation for displaced families, which often occurs in those areas wheye anckr
infrastructure development projects are being executbd. Ministry of Science and
Technology deals with national R&D policy and investment for innovation and distribution
of enepgy technologies. In addition, the state governments have their own say in
implementing the engy policy in their respective states. Because the central government
has limited influence on ergyr policy at state level and parliament ddegislate over
certain aspects of this sector in the states; therefore the state governments have their own
enegy departments to manage the gydassues and market conditions in their respective
states.

b) Analysis of energy policy documents

In-depth study of various ergrpolicy documents i.e. &)dia Hydrocarbon Nsion
-2025; b) Integrated Enegy Policy 2006; c) National Action Plan on Climate Change,
2008;d) National Biofuel Policy2008;and, eJawaharlal Nehu National Solar Mission,
201Q prepared by digrent ministries put forward an idea about the basic outline of the
country’s enegy plan and its evolving and expanding priorities - which this paper briefly
explains:

a. A multi-faceted attention to the eggrsector has put focus oreforms
in the regulatory system; inclusion of greatdicégncies in the whole
value chain from mining and exploration to transmission, distribution and
pricing. Policy changes to make way for greater private sector participation;
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deregulation of engy sector in particular two areas - power and natural
gas.

b. The key force behind all policy pronouncements and government actions
on enegy security issue is to provide eggraccess to the people of the
countryAs per the (Census, 2Djlthere are over 8, 07, 95,373 households
without electricity in the countryOf the total number of households 12,

08, 34,388 that use firewood for cooking purposes in the cquovey

62.5 per cent live in the rural areas and over 20 per cent in the urban
areas. In terms of percentage of the households that use crop residue for
cooking: over 12.3 per cent are in rural areas, while 1.4 percent are in
urban areas. Cow dung cake is being used by 10.9 per cent households in
the rural areas and over 1.7 per cent in the urban areasreakup of
households that use coal/lignite/charcoal for cooking stands over 0.8 per
cent in the rural areas and 2.9 per cent in the urban areas. Only 0.7 per
cent households in the rural areas use kerosene for cooking as compare to
7.5 per cent of urban households. Only4lper cent households in the
rural areas have access to LPG/PNBowever these figures may
substantiate the enormity of eggipoverty from the economic perspective

but the social and environmental cost of suchgnpoverty is huge (e.g.

the use of traditional fuel for cooking adds burden to women and especially
girls, who need to gather fuels for cooking instead of attending schools,
indoor air pollution increases the risk of acute infection of the lower
respiratory tract, asthma, cataracts, tuberculosis, lung ¢astoenic
obstructive pulmonary disease and cardiovascular health tisksid

enegy paucity people in villages campump clean water regularlghey

cant benefit from ITdevelopments, and for most of their problems (i.e.
health care, education and skill development)g@neoverty of the country

is directly or indirectly responsible. Howeyaccurate statistics for eqgr
poverty's impact on social and environmental aspects are hard to come
by, but Planning Commissias’Report, 2006, suggests that the use of
traditional fuel costs over Rs. 300 hillion to the Indian exchetilesay

that there is a close relationship betweenggnese and the gross national
product of the country is just an extension of what theggnpolicy
documents enunciateThe boad vision behind the ergr policy is to
reliably meet the demand for eggisewices of all sectors at competitive
prices. Futher, lifeline enegy needs of all households must be met even

if that entails diected subsidies to vulnerable households. The demand
must be met tough safe, clean and convenient forms of gnet least

in a technically efficient, economically viable and eouimentally
sustainable manner (Planning Commission, 2006).

C. The Integrated Engy Policy (IER2006) is the first comprehensive emer
policy that oversees all ermgr sectors. It has linked the sustainable
development that covers all sources of gnemd addresses all aspects
of enegy use, and supply including — the emersecurity access,
availability, afordability, pricing, eficiency with all environment concerns.
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Another major salient feature of the IEP is its focus on ensuring the
transition to market economy where private companies compete on a fair
footing with public companiesThe IEPalso stresses transparent and
targeted subsidies and proper enepricing to send the right signal to
producers and consumerse tagets set by the IERIN to Financia¥ear
2031/32 serve a benchmark for various government policies. In addition
to various salient features and commendable aspects, the IEP is notimmune
to criticism.There are certain areas (i.e. strategic planning for eactyener
sector R&D and road map for achieving both short term and long term
goals), are lacking attentiohhe issue of precedence, to policies such as
renewable engy or to the smaller subset of technologies, which might
actually be more productive, is lackifithere seems clear assessment of
the financial, human, technical and institutional resources, which are
required to finance the cost of growing eneinfrastructure, has not been
made. Howevera little amount of attention in the IERs been paid to

the role played by diérent stakeholders i.e. private and public sector
companies in energy sectBoor distribution of engy goods and services,
which is one of the major troublesome areas, has yet not been identified
as a taget area that requires immediate attentibhough, major
investments are required in the distribution area, but if the situation remains
like this, then it is unlikely to yield adequate returvst, the IERalks
about environment safetyput it fails to mention specific policy
recommendations/guidelines to deal with the issue. Findily IEP
suggests that India can become ggeéndependent by 2050. But, this
optimism seems to be based on the development of nuclear facilities that
can use the countiy'vast thorium reserves in futurend, since it is
possible that the policy planners may see nucleaggaeara silver bullet,

but without maintaining proper balance in distributing resources to various
enegy sectors, it may lead to financial crisis and impede the growth of
enegy sector

The inference one can draw from various gn&rsion/mission documents
such as the Hydro Carbdrision 2025, is: ‘self reliance and eggr
independence’, the primary objectives of Indian gnetrategies. Most

of the eforts of Indian enggy enterprise seem concentrated on assuring
enegy security by achieving self reliance through increased indigenous
production (and investment in equity oil abroa#.a result, the New
Exploration Policy (NELP) under which exploration in India (through
the inclusion of the private sector) has increased frompet cent to 40

per cent. Indian basin, which has over 32 per cent sedimentary area
unexplored, has gained much attention of both private and public sector
companiesAnd since the NELIs there to promote private players in the
area of Exploration and Production (E&P), companies like the Reliance
Enegy Ltd., has made huge investments along with other compahees.
NELP has created a level playing field to new participating companies
(Chliha, 2006).
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e. Another major plank of India’enegy policy is diversification of the
country’s enegy basketThe NationalAction Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) outlines the policies and programs to address the issue of
environment mitigation through developing solar gyefor power
generation, by enhancing eggeficiency, by means of launching national
mission on sustainable habitat, through national water mission, via national
mission for sustaining the Himalayan ecosystem, by promoting national
mission for ‘green India’ and ‘sustainable agriculture’. In addition, the
NAPCC has to achieve two eggrrelated missions which are under the
Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission (JNNSM) and the National
Mission for Enhanced Engy Efficiency (NMEEE).The JNNSM is a
supply-side dbrt aiming to considerably increase the share of solaggner
in the total engyy mix. Meanwhile, the NMEEE, implemented by the
Bureau of Engyy Efficiency, is based on demand-side management. Other
missions and policies i.e. Biofuel poljtkie Solar Mission and the Nuclear
Programme seek to implement what the IEP mentions for all intents and
purposes...Mee [ting] this vision [poviding enegy security to all]
requires that India pursues all available fuel options and forms ofggner
both conventional and non-conventional. ther, India must seek to
expand its engy resouce base and seek new and egireg enegy
sources (Planning Commission, 2006).

Both Solar Mission and Nuclear programmes are expected to push for technologies
that India can use on the basis of its resource bequest (ample sunlight and thorium supplies).
India plans to tayet the deployment of 20,000 megawatt of nuclearggnby 20202
Natural gas is also being promoted for Insli@ahegy security especially as a bridge fuel
toward shifting to more sustainable emechoices.

Role of Energy in India’s Foreign Policy

It is a truism to say that emsr plays a critical role in India’almost all bilateral,
regional or international dealingghe IER 2008 indicates an increasing emeimport
dependency of India for all fuel types to meet its gpeequirementdAccording to British
Petroleum Statistical Review @forld Enegy (June 2013), India’Oil consumption was
171.7 million tonnes of oil equivalent (mtoe) in 2012, that amounts 5.0 per cent share of
the total. Consumption of Natural Gas stands over 49.1 mtoe, about 1.6 per cent of the
global. For the same yedndia’s share of global Coal consumption was about 8 per cent,
298.3 mtoe. Nuclear Ergyr Consumption was 7.5 mtoe, which stands about 1.3 per cent
share of the total. Hydroelectricity consumption was 26.2 mtoe about 3.1 per cent of the
global. In 2012, an increase of 18.4 per cent over the year biz®lrecorded in Renewable
Enegy consumption 10.9 mtoe, which stands over 4.6 per cent of the global Renewable
Enegy consumptioi! India’s enegy consumption growth in the past ten years has been
explained in (&ble 2).
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Table 2

India: Energy Consumption, 2002-2012 (million tonnes of oil equivalent)

Commodity 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 201@DN 2012 Changein 2012
2012 over share
2011 of the
(%) total
(%)
(o]] 113.2 116.5 119.5 121.9 128.3 138.1 144.7 152.6 155.4 163.0 171.65.0 4.2
Natural Gas 248 26.6 287 321 335 36.1 372 459 557 550 49.1-11.0 1.6
Coal 151.8 156.8 172.3 184.4 1954 210.3 230.4 251.5 262.7 270.6 298%89 8.0
Nuclear 4.4 41 3.8 4.0 40 4.0 3.4 3.8 52 73 75 2.6 1.3
Energy
Hydr o- 155 157 19.0 22.0 254 277 260 240 250 298 26.2-12.3 3.1
electricity
Renewable 1.0 1.2 1.9 2.3 3.3 4.0 4.8 6.3 7.6 9.210.9 18.4 4.6
Energy

Source: Table compiled by authpquantitative data has been taken from®é&tistical Review o#Vorld
Enegy June 2013. [Online] available at: http://wwaw.com/content/dam/bp/pdf/Statistical-Review-2012/
statistical_review_of world_engy 2012.pdfAccessed on 16 September 2013.

Given the fact that India’enegy demand is increasing multiple times and its
domestic availability of engy resources is limited; thus it is foreseeable that country’
enegy security will remain primary focus of Indsaforeign policyHoweverto understand
how the Indian policy makers perceive the rising dependence on importey amelr
exposure to geopolitical risks, one needs to go into the details of variations of import
sources.

a) Energy import scenario

The crude oil purchase plan for 2012-13 shows that indéiance on the Persian
Gulf: SaudiArabia, Iraq, Kuwait, Iran, UAE, Qata®man andemen stands over 79 per
cent of the total crude oil impott.in the coal sector share of key exporting countries is:
Indonesia 49 per cerustralia 28 per cent, Soulffrica 17 per cent, the United States 3
per cent, New Zealand 1 per cent and others 2 per Besides, being an importer of
coking coal for years, India has also become a big market for thermafcoatding to
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry data; coal suppliers: Mozambique got about 229.1
per cent increase in 2013 over the last year followed by PEHAL per centyenezuela
139.1 per cent, and Indonesia over 14.9 per Gémtleading Natural Gas suppliers: Qatar



132 Panjab University Research Journal (Ake).XXXIX,Nos. 1 & 2

Table 3

India’ s Energy Patners ( Current and Potential )

Africa Asia Ewpe Oceania North South
America America
C.S* P.S*. C.s. P.S. C.s. P.S. C.s. PS.| C.S. PS.| CsS. P.S.

QOil &Natural Gas

Nigeria  Algeria SaudiArabia AzerbaijanRussia Russia— Australia USA ——  Brazil Brazil
Equatorial Libya Iran Iran UK Mexico  Colombia
Guinea
Angola Nigeria Iraq Irag Venezuela  Cuba
Congo Sudan UAE Kazakhstan Ecuador Venezuela
Gabon Mozambique Kuwait Myanmar
Cameroon Egypt Yemen Syria
Sudan Nigeria Kazakhstan Vietnam
Libya Gabon Oman EastTimor
Egypt Malaysia Indonesia
Algeria Qatar Yemen
Nigeria Oman
Coal
Mozambique Zimbabwéndonesia Kazakhstan—— —— Australia —— USA —— Venezuela _—
South Botswana
Africa
Uranium/Nuclear Energy

— Namibia —— Mongolia Russia Ukraine ——  Australia—— Canada —— Brazil

South Kazakhstam—— UK USA

Africa

Mozambique Tajikistan

Niger Japan

Uzbekistan
Malawi South Korea
Hydr opower

_— — Nepal Myanmar
- Bhutan Sri Lanka

*C.S refers to Current Supplier andSPto Potential Supplier both have been categorized on the
basis of their current supply and potential (based on the exploration of oil & gas fields underway with Indian
oil companies’ collaboration).
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Source:Table drawn by authpdata on current and potential emesuppliers has been compiled from the
Expott Import Data Bank, Ministy of Commaere and Industy, 2012-13, and Repbof the Wrking Gioup on
Petoleum & Natural Gas Sector for the LFive ¥ar Plan (2012-2017)[Online] available at: http://
commerce.nic.in/eidb/Default.agknd http://petoleum.nic.in/wgepott.pdf. Accessed on 12 September 2013.

SaudiArabia, and Malaysia recordedh increase of 38.1 per cent, 20.6 per cent and 19.4
per cent for the same period of tili&nd moreoverthe dependency of India on uranium
import for developing nuclear emgrhas further made it an attractive market for uranium
suppliers both current and potential givenTable 3.

However diversification eforts, that have been initiated by the Indian Government
after the Standing Committee on Petroleum and Natural Gas has consistently asking for
alternative plan for engy import from other regions, are at the heart of Irsd&iegy
diplomacy and are proving fruitful as it is getting about 15.69 per cent of oil4fooa,

6.8 per cent from LatiAmerica, 0.038 per cent from South-EAsta and 0.013 per cent
from Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) (Singh, 2010Tkg. increasing
dependence on imported egesources (especially oil, natural gas and coal) has moreover
forced the Indian government to define its ggesecurity comprehensively than emphasizing
only on electricity shortage and unsatisfied ggefemands. India’enegy policy defines

its enegy security: First, it asserts that egelis a lifeline to all citizens. Second, it is
anxious about the sudden increases in globatjgmeices as they undermine the availability

of enepy to its people and exacerbate the national financial buftiéndl, it perceives that
possible abrupt supply disruption needs immediate attention and it should diversify supply
or fuel and acquire overseas assets,(Z0P8).

b) Diversification efforts and self eliance

Besides diversification strategy of the Indian Governmentggriadependence/
self reliance is another frequently occurring theme in theggrnmlicy dialogue in India,
though it is a useful concept to understand Iisd&dproach to engy security (Madan,
2006).As above mentioned diversification of supply or fuels (e.g. uranium and nuclear
enegy) is a part of India enegy security policywhich has led India to have civil nuclear
agreements with the United States, France, Russia, Namibia, Mongolia and Kazakhstan. In
addition to enggy imports, technology collaborations have also been felt equally necessary
for India to achieve greater eggrself suficiency goals in near futurds a matter of fact,
India has joined the International Renewable Bynéigency (IRENA) to foge ties with
other member countries at multilateral level for accelerating development and deployment
of renewable engy technologies (Hindu Business Line, 29 Januz0(9).

India’s external engy strategy has also incorporated the identification of alternative
routes, both overland as well as undersea, and the swap arrangements that would avoid
routes considered otherwise unsdie bring enegy through diverse and safe routes, call
for India to play a bigger role in the maritime security of the Indian Odéars far the
Indian Navy has been involved in a ‘sea-lane sanitizing role’ with countries (i.e. Indonesia,
Singapore and Malaysialhe Quadrilateral Naval exercises that took place in the Bay of
Bengal in September 2007, with the United Stakestralia, Japan and Singapore were a
collaborative exercise focused to enhance maritime security in the Indian Ocean. Security
analyst C. Raja Mohan gues that India should work within a free but regulated Indian
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Ocean region instead of striving for a narrow and exclusivist interpretation of maritime
security (Mohan, 2010).

The growing competition between India and Chin&fitta, WestAsia and Central
Asia has been well discussed and taken into consideration by Indian policy mbker,
the observation of rivalry between India and China is grounded in the projections made by
the international engy agencywhich suggests that both countries will account for over
43 per cent of the global increase in oil demand between 2005 and 2030 (IEA, 2010). For
India, equity investments in overseas oil and gas fields are other crucial areas where China
has already made a noteworthy success. Considering that its ivialence is growing in
the enagy ring - the Indian establishment has, howgeekerished participation of various
like - minded countries in a range of emperelated institutional frameworks (e.g. India,
Brazil, South-Africa (IBSA), Brazil, Russia, India, China and Sd\ftita (BRICS), and
the Shanghai Cooperationdanization (SCO). India'involvement in International Erggr
Forum (IEF) has further provided a platform to expand its interaction with IEA and the
Enegy ChartefTreaty

Regional Focus and the Right o¥Way for India

Geography is an influential fact@nd India geographically is situated at the meeting
point of West and North, and East and Southea8is@d. Because of this geo-centrality of
India inAsia, Indias cultural, political and economic relations with other countriésiaf
have always been friendly and share a long histoithhe present scenario, taking exception
to the interstate conflicts and troubled political relations in the region, India has both a
huge enagy market, being one of the fastest growing economies of the world, and as a
regional power capacity to meet the challenges head-on and take advantage of the
opportunities in its neighborhood. In principal, Indi@negy security depends to a great
extent on diversifying its engy partners and making certain that its reliable ggnenport
routes are safe and secufée Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) afdurkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (&PI) pipelines are not only about accessing gneesources of Central
Asia but also about accessing that ggdn a relatively trouble free mannétitherto,
India’s enegy market is fossil-fuel centric aMllestAsia has huge reserves, so its regional
predominance will definitely remain at the heart of Irglenegy diplomacy

India’s enegy demand has been doubled from 319 mtoe in 1990 to 669 mtoe in
2009. Howeverlndia's percapita enegy consumption is 0.58 (mtoe/capita), compared to
the worlds average of 1.8, the ganization for Economic Co-operation (OECD) of 4.28,
China of 1.7 andfrica of 0.67 in 2009? The New Policy Scenario (NPS)\brld Enegy
Outlook, 201 projects that India’ demand will grow quickly and reach 1,464 mtoe in
2035 and its share in wortdeénegy demand will increase from 5.5 per cent in 2009 to 8.6
per cent in 2035. Indeed, the growth will come from all fuels, but it is expected that the coal
will have the lagest demand almost triple times from 280 mtoe in 2009 to 618 mtoe in
2035. Increase in demand for oil is projected from 159 mtoe to 356 mtoe and for natural
gas itis 49 mtoe to 154 mtoe. Nuclear demand will reach 48 mtoe in 2035 and the renewable
enegy demand will grow from 2 mtoe to 36 mtoe by 2638.is projected that India’
huge enagy demand increase will be based mainly on hydrocarbbesefore, a concerted
focus on managing Inds’'dependence dWestAsia short term to medium term while
continuing to press for greater diversification is required.
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However in pursuance of the objective of a dynamic and constructive engagement
with Asian countries, and obviously the world ag&rindia has streamlined and redefined
its priorities. India has the advantage of regional and sub regional groupings. Being a member
of the SoutlAsianAssociation for Regional Cooperation (SAARG3sociation of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) (as a full dialogue partné&ksEAN Regional Forum (ARF),
Bangladesh-India-Myanm&ri Lanka-Thailand Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), the
Mekong-Ganga Cooperation Initiative and Indian Ocean Rim-Association for Regional
Cooperation (IOR-ARC), India has strong strategic influence. Howieigquite understood
that much of Indis commitment withAsia will depend upon its own capabilities and
economic growth.

For maintaining its rapid economic growth, India needs to diversify its dependence
for enegy from the Persian Gulf to other regions. Insliz¢ighborhood &érs an opportunity
to diversify its enagy dependence on outside sources. Countries like Bangladesh, Myanmar
andVietnam are attractive destinations for India, because the international competition for
sourcing enggy is not intense yet. In future, howey€hina and India may compete for
enegy sources in the region but there is enough scope for India because of its economic
potential and geographic position. Given the hugegnerarket potential, India can be
counted upon as a long term and stable customer of the expandigy erssurces in
these countries. Moreovdndia’s enegy cooperation, economic resilience and technical
capabilities can also fer additional benefits to the developing economies in the region.

For enegy cooperation, India has to deal with the egireg strategic equations in
Asia, The Middle East (which holds the key to Indignegy import) contains over 807.7
thousand million barrels of proven oil reserves, representing about 48.4 per cent of the
world’s oil reserves, and 2,842.9 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of natural gas reserves - 43 per cent
of the world total (BPStatistical Review o¥World Enegy, 2013).At present, the most
crucial factor for ‘Indo-Persian Gulf Relations’ and especially with Iran is Pakistan (Singh,
2010:152-159). Being a transit country for eyyesupply between India and Iran, Pakistan
has a vital role to plajyHowever a stable engy cooperation relationship with Iran is also
an essential element in Indiaénegy cooperation with Centralsia.

As Pakistan has a key role to play in India-Iran g@yneooperation, the same position
it holds vis-a-vis India interests in Bangladesthe issue of gas export to India, which is
trapped in Bangladeshemotive and irrational domestic political divide, is one of such
examples. So fathe issue of India-Myanmar eggrcooperation is concerned just as
Pakistan is a factor to be taken into account before moving ahead, the same position
Bangladesh holds. From the economic perspectivieaas India-Bangladesh-Myanmar
pipeline makes more sense than India-Myanmar to carry gas and possibly oil infTfaéure.
reserves of gas available in Myanmar are more attractive for India and the statpje ener
market of India is equally important for Myanm#nerefore, both countries want to resolve
the Bangladesh factor (Muni and Pant 2005:288-289)resent, the real stumbling block
to India’s enegy security especially at the foreign policy level, is the immediate
neighborhoodAnd, as India is trying to bring erger from all over the places, it becomes
imperative to take into consideration the ground level security threats anddbe lar
geopolitical ramifications of engy partnership.
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India’s enegy security lagely depends on a stable region that is conducive not
only to establish engy links within the subcontinent but also beyond - the land locked
CentralAsia. Howeverthe countries in the subcontinent share a common culture and heritage
and have much to gain by building sygies in the engly sectorAccording to the Regional
Report,SouthAsian Initiative for Enagy, 2008demand for engy in SouthAsia has become
more intense.

Table 4

Forecast of Commecial Energy Demand by 2020 in SouttAsian Countries

(Units are in million kilowatt hours and million tons of oil equivalent)

Category Unit Afghanistan Bangladesh Bhutan India Maldives Nepal Pakistan Sri Lanka

Electricity mkWhs 3,877 72,791 6,876 1,755,6851,571 8,076 2,51,039 23,867

oil mtoe 3.483 11.6 0.62 246.9 1.661 1.61 30.94 7.82
Gas mtoe 0.92 44.03 0.0 101.88 0.0 0.0 7275 0.0
Coal mtoe 0.0 0.9 0.1 447.6 0.0 0.78 13.9 7.0

Souce: Regional Repor SouthAsian Initiative for Enegy, 2008.[Online] available at: www http://
pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDACL799.pdAccessed on 2Bpril 2013.

To meet the growing demand of egyerand prevent severe eggrcrises in the
days to come, all the neighboring countries need to build gigsein the engly sector
Installation of cross-border power grids may go far in tapping the hydropower and natural
gas potential of some of the immediate neighbors of India (i.e. Sri Lanka, My#&akistan,
Nepal, MaldivesiAfghanistan and Bhutan). In the eggsectorthe role of India is definitive
and can bring fruitful results for the entire region. India - Nepal and India - Bhutan
cooperation in hydroelectricity is anfeftive model that can be impersonated at regional
level.

At present the bilateral exchange of power at the borders between India and Nepal
is around 50 megawatt. It is expected to go up to 400 megawatt by 2017 and 15,000 megawatt
by 2027¢ The profit from the export of engy and cooperation between both the countries
is mutually beneficialThe case of India - Bhutan is another example of power trade in the
region.The revenue earned through the export of surplus electricity to India is helping the
Bhutans economySince many of the north eastern states in India are electricity deficit
thus there are plenty of possibilities that gydrade between the two countries will grow
further!’

Considering the fact of demand and supply estimates af\m@srexplained earlier
it is indeed clear that India needs to take up the issue afyeceoperation in Southsia
both for its own benefit and for the purpose of regional integrafioa.concept of South
Asian power grid linking Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka has the estimated
potential to install over 1,00,000 MW the regiort® However there are many problems
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(e.g. cross-border trading, markets, technology and finances) in the way to achieve the
desired goal, but this is not the only maiden vision to have a regionalThede are
functional grids in Scandinavian countries connecting Nonisnmark, Sweden and
Finland; the other connects So@finica, Botswana and Zimbabwe. Hence, the Sésian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) may possibly promote such gird models
and create engy ring because Nepal and Bhutan also have enormous hydrocarbon potential
while Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Bangladesh have substantial coal résAnas.

once this engy ring is established, it will open ways for SAARC countries to establish
easy engy trade connections with Central angstAsia.

Conclusions

In the past, India enegy policy has withessed many shifts amid positive and
negative events. Its first and foremost goal is to provide access ¢y émerquarter of its
population that lacks access to electricBgcond goal, is to meet the enerequirement
of its rapidly growing economy and; the third is the mitigation of climate change. Fulfilling
these policy objectives is not an easy task as comparative analysis of policy documents
suggests - they can stand in conflict with one anothemce, to carry out the eggrpolicy
objectives, this paper suggests that India essentially needs to have a cohesive and long
term national engy security strategy that should have: a) clear regional focus and priorities;
b) appropriate risk assessment of its gpeecurity constraints i.e. regional instabijlity
inter-state conflicts, defense preparedness and domestic instability; ¢) a comprehensive
agenda of developing mutual beneficial stakes with its neighbors angly engrorting
countries beyond ergy sector d) correct assessment of its own strengths and weak links
with regard to China factor in its eggrsecurity plan at both regional and external fronts
where China has outpaced India in acquiring equity for oil and gas; e) clear understanding
of its domestic regulatory framework to assure gyself-suficiency and security concerns;
and, f) an integrated action and planning to achieve itggsecurity goals.

This paper convincingly asserts that having a clearly enunciated nationgy ener
security strategywhich in the present scenario is partly spelt out in various policy
pronouncements, regulatory decisions and diplomatic initiatives; if gleaned successfully
and pieced togethewill essentially; boost India’enegy security in a holistic and sustained
manner The filling of existing gaps in the empr policy framework and ironing out the
overlaps between various ministries and departments will certainly improve the decision
making process and ensure a reliable and adequate supply @f, evigch is, of course,
one of the prerequisite for Ind&aéconomic development.
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TRREET ¥ 1 IR srgaErd faruR & W@ 7 oA 7 371 @ g &1 IW 3@ IR a7
& R ‘efem el IR s fad 21 ifE Bl @ wr v O w2 ek wewaw o
78 foraver &1 &7 21 <fora I IR - nyfAE srEuRen 21 I Rert F om T &t fame amn
¥ A 7R oot faewe @ 81 vE e R 7 e ok T <o aftw @ oaw et
Aoy fFaR ¥ e &0 o = 2, Foen gon, Aa, wE g3, A g3, TeR, saeaed,
I, Wwta, A @ BRa WY T f <fom @ e FEer gan, @ g, A R gsn
a2

TAYEHT FEA A 2, ‘e T AuE weE g W st ¥ o 2, R, s 3l
& A ot ) 98 W WE AT, FAE IR N 1 BER 21 7@ 99 Iwew € fr -
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A X IS Trwer & R 3renr- s B vt fig 39 o AT 2, ‘Tfo @8 ® SR Wi
gRum 3 sEfa wife @ ot faar 2

o T= w1 of T ol R A8 2 3k 7 | <o sRew & v 21 afew <o I
&1 & OE I 2 9k eford TR TR R S T 21 9% EhA Wl & 39 fom’ w=
1 3 YR AR A AR SN AR qh T T T @ B o o of efem’ R, 9%
TR T A T TR D T S A W I ROR TN A F g Thom @’ @
qeee 3 Rar 2, IX el @A JUERE T BN Epd o o IR T uig ¥ T Tl
T A 7 21 sy YR iR @ wd ¥ ofor aw 2 e Trew @, Qe T A B
@R qer e X o GRE, AR TE weRd @ 21 g fwe wia, e e e sk
aRza R sfe swam @1 2, 98 <o 21 rma e swa, s Rree wea sk e
R @17 @1 2, 98 <o 21 g -aied A wel & fog ‘SR e wgwn wgew g 2 SR
IfF T ER ¥ wgd ¥ oo A, o wE-FH I fw FRew = o waw e @ 2
afora ok R SRETgE T T 8, S SN JftE WEEd B W@ ¥ G WA WA A &
TEERY gR IRl @ g sReF T & WA W Ifee B 3R TEe fore wae sitfer o 31

Fom afe o ARl @ g0 Faw wRE ¥ forar 2, ‘<o @t @ st Sw
At ¥ 2, st <Rl ¥ = ol i A wfa R 21 o S wud ¥ oot form
Y 9T ) Rom ARw I @ T 3@ & st 21 o wER o it o aRver
T TN ¥, ‘o Aieed 9% @ R e e ke 21 9 I AR w5 A ok @ 21
AT 7S 7 2 T W-cfd oraw Fa N fom wRe W o v o afw & wwaiE
& 7R 78 R gieE g8 Tia 2 wwa 2 R A & w oo et &t s @ 2, dfe
3% 7% Il A8 @ W EEd & 9 FE K- ke A e @ o wfte @ @ =
"

¥ AR A0 | A 2, T B oy, T W forar o v 2 Wi, o wfewm @
oz fiemE & 98 STawEd 1 aRd 21 w0 Ram @ 3 2 ok i weEa e §
2" R wfew M gw <ol @ T foran ey B =nfew et daw ofordl & R ¥ &
# ¢ 78 P AR 1 gier Tk fom TR i aRww 3@ g€ w2, fem atw
e, o, N A s 2, & aerd & 97 @ qE A Aot e qaERka g 2t
fom fiae Tare A T AR @ AHEaEE @ Al SO §T I 3@ R 99T @
At saR ¥ I W9 2, ‘TR aftw wEae @ i ¥ 9w & ofom alter &t A 2,
¢, fre1, T, A, ToH, ST R IE TG T F FA

o wifee ol @ @y @l @ qRoe 21 ofo ity % wfdcaeR &l - sae
I T 3@ Y R FUR W IR A D WA AN 1 T I T gY T, enfiten 3t
e s SR STEER I EAS & A W A8 T, Sfed 95 IR I A HgAuT A ¢
Yo 21 <o Aifd oy U falT YR S aioven enfiten e e, snfeien aemfan, dika
wfy ¥ 52| T wftw s ot =8t 31 7 fom wifeca FReHard: saean!, Sraerar)
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FAEE G 8 g Wt gl TUE A Il AT & gRum 21 efra R @
T8 2 WA Y W, WEereT TE e @ foe Fodeae B SE & Ed 21 2o
At god & WS o Jo N T i e @ 2 o e 2o s A ST @)
g JO ST F Ty o A F FROT A AT Bl S AT D FROT Aol A HA AR
FATE D AR A WO A O A Tow B Rk IR s 2o A @ e FRa @
TEER §3N i WiEERl ¥ i T A wmar 3R RN aRady @ forg e wm | @
&1

RaeHe Rrer frad 2, ‘9ol e 3 & TR WA A @ B ayRE W @
A o At T erifRYea SR AwaT H A e T Rrew e § weEe @ R
ST TN R A ¥ g Cwed ow gt g 3 21 o it @ v @ forg frer @
M I A A RE @ A e F W o mr o1 @R TeEifoE s W 98 9E) €% UgeaH
F w7 ¥ faaenm 31

T AT S G H FTH W T TOQ @ § G6d @, W I TAal Tt
& o1 Wi e @ TaE, I A H Wi ¥ I ARG H W JT 0 I 7 A foran B
af¥em 3R =R ¥ S @ 3 W, WA, Aemfortt 3R WA & IR 2, IW X A, T
IR FH X N A A fufy T A AW A 2 IR W AT R IERT R R A X s
g #1¥ s T 9t M 91 3 @ 97 W IR IR ¥ AR R @ B R A Jew wworgd o |
q T AT X THA TG T WEQ & FG8R I ST T & AN, IR WA, IS Rear
S F "eA I 2

Fad WRA &1 Tl 2, ‘T A R e ) fefm o=@ 2, 9 e & ot @
ar ¥ Fwfore 3R e e ¥ smE R @ HAU F 21 WM AR W WK & @ &
ARl WIS a1 enfifer 3MUR W & farar St 21 39 e @ 98 O 9ol uedt @ fF e ¥ 3o
g, Tom FEerIH, o SO 3R 3o ReRa iR @A 21 A @ v e 2 fF e ¥ @ A
WS, T IR, T T AR T AN ORI qerd 7 W g6 A I e  war 98
ToET P A FerEeRal ¥ R s gRed w s AT W OMMUR A Sl A o
FRTH ¥ 7B 4R 3 AR A Ran ¥ e guewE €, TR WRT 9 I @ snemm X g

gfear H sraeman

TRl A AFR, FERUTE T TghiE FER ¥ aRE wE g | A e S
¥ga &1 M fFar AN TS ¥ FER qReE, FRIEE qUT TR FW T § FET W A D
0 I R F A A AR T W A AR a9 | Bt 9o, O T S Sl A w6
T & R Tl W HEET- 3o 9 & Al A WeR AT e W €, R @ fwomw
fRwfeR o = @ St @ 2, @ R @ o T agfeew, wede 9 dufe sifter e
T o TEE | Wi Fae @ W A 5 - e @ e SR a9 @ SR sE @
FRW AN, AfFT @ W & e 7@, dfew s w1 e @ 21 - Teen X S
s - fiem foran @ See MR e gEfo 48 3 % Wiy ¥ weem g @ smuR awa,
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Qg W Jafeme e T8 2 sfew o fafy @) i ) et @
ZTEEE T 3 DA I NS A8 B1 5 R s 781, qfow wH W I T e
T S9N 2

WY — ogaedT & qHAF qoT 3R WIfe - SqGEAT Y T - AT &8 FE q4T o
Fa ¥ S A TEd 99 9w IR S F, S wiet g ¥ sl - smaer &6t
framuma =t duar AT B 21 oifa - sqaeen g qof gl T e Qe SR o6
2, O o N JFEHEAT B AT ST FA 2 G - TEed B IR a0 A qHEEr T8y
2, afewr e Q= 21 3@ e QU ¥ v aof =Y R A sl st w2
Ui~ ZTEEAT YT UFR FTO WEql 9 w7 R Y ool = s, Eaf,
o & AR ¥ afe o mar @ 3R e @ ity v g e R & smam
JEA H qOT - AT W1 FEAT @S I Al faaRumr € sufar seer &t s 21

WA gAGAAE 7 3 7 2 R ek 9 @ @y Sewm R sar 21 3|eT
a9 7, WA A SR T B Ay VT Sy aer @ Wiemw ¥ far e <@
21 Tt &9 ¥ g% gl YR T B FW TH FeAd 2177 NAuwT areifeE X
o wfe = o -Sia &t smem Mers ot sfveafe wme 8¢ wer @ &
zfora S & W] smEdia SR vE Ty 21 W I o afsfas sifreafeaay
¥ T 7S U WD | T QG AT - G N BAY WY o B, T W8T q AR swEa
21 ol & 9fy e o witw & 9 & e wea=n 21 =R g s@e @
R fordt AR ST ¥ 7 9 A1 899 3Q OBR §F F SN -0 9Rm 21 I sias
& 98 IRV [qAT "t @ AETwRiad o g W FE) wehn fret vew wweE @ @™

Had R T FHEA 7, ‘o B AW R 5 TS B IR AEAN g5 98
8, ¥ SR ¥ af wax smas’ @ affshd iad ST 99T B, S9AT O
U 9 /o foTar o TR uReW B A ST WIS o, STUHRT W ST
RATA H T 991 B IR et fFar @ s e wer-gde gite 1@ w1 @
& forg srem famar e &1, 5@ S @ A B sl fremsty @\ Wi -geer @
ST 9} e WeAEE 2, Wed 39 §9S &1 e afe STt 3 o | 'R e ® 3R
e T AT AT B, W I gaE! A9, Afug IR Qv ? 3k 2 Suet Weiear
A W Y sazasar 2177

zforg aifec arae ¥ gardardt 2fora S w1 aifrem R et g o T
e, A, AR 3R Gier &t afraafaa 21 o 2ol & on &% S Tam ik
fear =t wEmum F T A6 e w1 2 3R SEe WY |niioie S @ |y -
afefasr s ot B W1 2 99 IR IO YEIIY] SHEeR ! e FEIURT A
geaR o afewa go= fomam

zfora wifew o & fog oras o1 foa B9 o ? aifer R <o o
F IW AT, WETPIA, FEAN A W B, TR A, eford sie @ e,
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I @l & G ik Riwerr @1 aFe SR @ R 21 g <o afew e @ @l
g @Ry @ AR ¥ Fomdsd @ vafFd 2 oo @t s o & @ we
gy & R A8 sfw @ime 3 wfoe =@ & fog 21 <fom dad s ok ot &
Rrg 21 ot ¥ eford AR 1 T8l <81 IR SEAT FWIS! W F FIM IFega IR ot
For FFRE ¥ WS Hiaar R FUERT F Fed vE vEEY Y a @ AN e s @
IR TR & 27w ¥ B A N v O o B=Y ¥ ofora S 3k ol g oo e ol
gad @ e e, Welew R o ok gam B eform o @1 98 v Wt IR
HAT ST TR WG WATHE @ & IR TE g3 570 A wAw ke @ 3few s war
78 21 S 9@ * ITed ¥ o s R A T o W IR SRald A ERa A S g T
FA @ N R 0 Vo g i A el ¥ ofor T v Iee AR B T ¥ e smm”

TR FANTFT AFF, 3 o TRy 94l & g A 21 9 A1 ford aRT & R
Rgar zfera e =1 2o sga [ w2 g &fadl, siod el ot @t 9 eford S
& g O T H A 2w F TR A W F FH A o ws fagaT geen R afer
FHAT A T FSAAE B FRAT IR IAR WA A FIOTE IqA DN WC A S FHaAl
2 S & 9T N 3w o R 3¢ §, B W a1 o e 21 3 eRa o fad
T A Ieokag B AETE, WA RREr i sgama ¥ <foa o e 2

AT T ARy & WOT W IFREH T B WER I ot B A FS a8 T A
Rofa & 9 81 999 3& 3 RRE Sax ST ¥ IR afoa Jawl @ wiggvee K qaf ¥
R =form wifzsy &t & ofr daR A e ARE - fordl T T feww ¥ o wElE <o
o - TR A 98 IS Te & oo R o g M o wnfew i, iftd e & e
st 21 efom a1 e 8 ofem afdwr 31 wifvard aviareen & 9T efoa wfear
aF G0 W @) g I N 7@ SES avieeee o Ay S| @ e 2

Fa WA fora €, ‘I o ez T dg o A WU R @ 3k 9fF A
MeT-gda 7 wEnlomm e & 8= F ol @ W TIRa R @, gefRr <fom e @
gRiEedr g8 I I & iy 2 T 3R T IFR ¥ g€ A AR ¥ e A Ak
F & 0 R & 2, g & 7w <t weh ifa TR o sTawaes Bnn i efo afeweR &t 4w
giesradl ST 8T 2, SR S T I 2, S U et g 217

T A W AURG B W W A war 2 fF e 3w, R @ omaw ¥
M W R W R T AW B TR Y IE A R R R WA 2, Iaw
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TE R W AN Bl T D ARIE N TeUH W IqHR W HA B AR
& REmr € e 2 N sTuRfen 21 g i S ? v wwd ww A 2R
HERT 9 TR | g2 B -

Afty s sfi, Aty 2| wereta,
Afesr Aegw o1, AR qUBTEAT A9

AT I (AET) & T AT FE 2, JW D A TE (RIS ) S, AE
& T S FE, GO D WA A4S A€ WG AE F U @ 2, TR qHT RS
ST FE 2, W, Yo 3R N IR Wy 3R SwT R Y ¥ e gy o @
AA: §E 7 AR QAU T BrErer W, sreifie wnt ogrr samEn @t e e ¥
G Bl SIET AR Sfo IRRIE FITEF F 14 IFER 1956 o ANTR F @raY
FFAME & WA E & F IROT o A WIS AR N Stg o9 @) g @
g g foran e o o7 w=d =9 9REer 21 wRa ¥ dtg R @ e A
gt frem wrem @Rs & iR & FwRor efeel ¥ R ot wmr fmm =g
A - TEArS W AERN AR B AW S RY) 79 IudT-gua ¥ R @ aw o
@ R g B T T gafee R ot B B W AR WY €I @ W ' AS
@ A< 9 R o we ¥ W B T 3@ e aRadT @ g ¥ fea e
&1 faw@ gam =fog wftswm ¥ w3 o E) st AR 3k sraear fem smaw &
QFHATE B | IRVT FAR e @1 A9 ?, ‘awioror ¥ el wer &) wEfdear ¥
hTfehrTd Rt g3t emieryr &t YRE1es wemn A Ak Sum & uRew O e
U & RO Sl R T AT wEnfae smEm Fe @ sgqe g aifte @ e
R UINTE G I g R A WIS SHaedl ) RS T qE) 21 St off awar @
FHAT T At 3R fawwar FeRy aren o B g8 3 Wi ger & Aen ok w9 N
@ & yaw fean zafoe @ awe ¥ ste ol wer fman

AT GRS IFNTHEL D AR ¥ 9B 6] ford |ifdwr geRIiEe B w1 A efer
AWH A T AR WA N B q 1949 ¥ ‘=g wiRw Jaw @9’ A™ & gean
efad 1 1950 A et AW e w0 ‘efoa w99’ = fRan s s=ee 0
A, 1961 H T8 FEAT 1 AW URafia sia, ‘WeRg stg |t aRkeg’ war @ | &
gRY B YAl & ST 2 AN 1958 T ST AREH] T USAT QiR IR e 99T

gam

{

2 AT, 1958 & 11 A9 1961 & =S¥ &1 @iy ¥ =forag aifewy &6 9= &1 URed
g3 F8 T A ARFETE RESl @ YA e’ 3T ‘o ufyemsl’ ¥ Faorae
&1 Aigy JeRTI &1 @1 o1l for okae gwifoEie |t 3R Wy ufren aifefass
JARET & |F A1 o A FwE Stg aifefaw a7 ¥ a7 @ ., 3| fiar @
gfora ol & TE e ¥ ‘g gt w gwde’ 3w e
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AT YIRT HATHF A AFGAERE H gaied =W an v IR fow wfew
¥ A @ B AA B AL F TWEAN I OAGOT & B A F AR R
Qeafed F AT, ALF H TS ARG, a9, 01 JR WY AS™ FT FIR Ay
FO A weed € T Gt g ?1 AT wfoe wifeed w1 ot 2 TEfew 34
Far A T F ordem AR WL o wreAlE A1 WERE G WO AT 21 W AEF,
FA A1 Wieed ATA FI A TG, Iah QAeg o wR™ e Far 21 7 fawe
FATFED FER TR @1 sfesTea s R wfer@ wfeew @Y wfen srawaR REw R
FEN BN FARE sree R € 3@ aifdem & dwm 1Y et srRieEt frEw @t
T @ Tfim 21 EvEd: g8 IO W & el Wit o @ A @ asf @ e
gg ¥ fety W@y fan s9@ sew &« §F @ wfga, AQeaw, wwEEEay,
AETR T, TiSHTET WG S fage wenT 3@ fira s w9 et s #
FIEE - Y ARG v WY - qEe QAR @ ITEE A v ¥ senafivew wR
S S i 9 " @ Wy e & i ' A v fear e Sl i, g
Wi, W9 va gRuar wved, gHIE swarst R 9w 9, afiE e - 3 g
T 2

g I @ By @, aeis g @), avidara @ I=EE @ AR s
# frgra ¥ g ot atg o= } gaifam 2 ofoe et wwfere oRads @
Re sk et - siftwar @ T v w9 e B ‘afom’ Tk wfaame w8 afew
‘zfoa’ RRwer wwE, wIN &1 U 81 36T IO oW @ | R oaw @
‘wadeie’ @ o ¥ farar W @ B ‘g WOW STl @ uefRa gter gfed e
Rt B e 31w TRUW, TR @ WOn we] efod e Eufda Bt e ? R
‘g IRUW, MSTR’ | G9E @ @} ofd g 9ud @ UE W 21 wuW We
e, afie, snfdfe o1 deRe &A@ 7 8 e g TaRRd 81

‘sea A s’ Tfrd wwe @ fIv U wowes @ R wwEne, sl Ant
gar AR A w@ F IS e wiRed ¥ g w freet 21 oo wftw # @i
I & sEw T 21 T, iw @ sfoReq Tfea @R # vy fram, wgee
gEma’ &) e ot B e e %1 79 weEiE oo wife @ ek SEd dle aid
R ‘AN va B Rgrd &1 gfeURS BT 31 wd § WRT Eed R wud @
Rrera ot dftg ovf ) 29 21 9 o9 @ oRum | e s @S, qfie
3R <R TA FE B FEEEHA A o Riyare 7 @A 21 s <fory wifeew e @i
& oo 2 ok TR wlRw ¥ stg of ) w& afte 21 w1 femer e s @
fora wilRea dig @ifzed &) oo W YRw & @ 2
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In the book under review.K. Oommen attempts to bring together some essays
and a few case studies on collective mobilizations anchored on the issues of equity and
security Consisting of fifteen Chapters which are divided into three parts, the book has
been designed to cover a broad range of movements like (i) peasant and labour movements,
(i) women’s and studentshovements, and (iii) ecological and environmental movements.
Most of the Chapters make a substantive contribution towards understanding a particular
movement while some Chapters provide a historical overview of some selected social
movements in India. In addition to the comprehensive general introduction and three
sectional introductions, editor himself has contributed three Chapters. General introduction
is an excellent piece of work which makes a critical survey of relevant literature on social
movements by analyzing its histpgmeging debates, theoretical and methodological issues,
and the corresponding empirical situatiovihile the general introduction provides an
extensive understanding of social movements, each sectional introduction provides proper
contexts to analyse movements discussed within that section. Being a seasoned scholar in
this field, Oommen diérentiates sociological approach to the study of social movements
from other approaches. Unlike the historical approach which focuses on life cycle, career
and motivations of movement; psychological approach which highlights the psychic
personality traits as sparks for social movements; and anthropology which deals with system
stability, regeneration or maintenance as goal of the movement; sociology is mainly
concerned with the analysis of change and conflict, development of idetlagtions,
and the conditions under which a group opted for social movement.

In the first part of the book, some collective mobilisations of agrarian and industrial
classes are analyzed and it igwsd that the peasant and labour movements in India were
compelled by the unpleasant social currents of that period. Peasants and workers were
feeling deprived; therefore,gainized themselves and collectively demanded their share of
equity In Chapter one, Kathleen Gough gives a brief summary of the socio-political and
economic conditions of late eighteen century till early 1970s which ignited the agrarian
revolts in India. Based on his survey of peasant uprisings in past 200 years or so, Gough
highlights capability of the peasants for co-operating in their struggle across class, caste,
religious, and linguistic boundaries and he doubted on the alleged caste system as a serious
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impediment for peasant uprisings. In the second Chapéetha Mukherji explains how
institutionalized and exploitative socio-economic relationships embedded in agrarian
structure of the Naxalbari region led to genesis of the Naxalbari Peasant Movement. His
gualitative analysis of the social structure and agrarian social system in Naxalbari and
Khoribari regions provides the historical context out of which the movement evolved and
his study reveals the socio-economic contradictions which provided the basis for social
mobilizations. Mukherji howeverskips the analysis of the wider waves of Naxalbari
movement which currently is quite active infeient pockets of India in its new incarnations.

T.K. Oommen in Chapter 3, critically analyses the Bhoodan-Gramdan movement. He makes
a substantive analysis of tiielengana peasant crisis of 1948-50 as background of the
movement emegence, role o¥/inoba Bhaves charismatic leadership, movemsrguest

to solve the problem of landlessness through non-violent means, ‘Sarvodaya ideology’ of
the movement, and internal contradictions which led to moves@aise. Farmerpbst-

green revolution problems (1970 -1990s) in general and agitations demanding remunerative
prices for farm produce in Maharashtra in particular is discussed as a “New Farmers’
movement” by D.N. Dhanagare in Chapter 4. His analysis shows that the main cause of
such movement was unsatisfactory agricultural profitability with corresponding pace of
agricultural productivity In Chapter 5, S.M. Pandey provides a synoptic review of the
growth and characteristics of Indian labour movement in all its three stages, and he also
identifies some of the factors responsible for them. Chapter 6 by Debashish Bhattacherjee
traces the changing system of Indian industrial relation, dividing the transformation into
two evolutionary phases; first, the era tdt® dominated pluralism in the industrial relation
arena (1950s-1970s) and second, the period of internal and external liberalization (1980s-
2000). In Chapter 7, Supriya Roy Chowdhury captures the plight of women workers in the
unoiganized sector through a case study of women in the garment industry in Bangalore.

Womens and studentshovements in India are separately dealt with in the second
part of the book. In this section, Chapter 8 by IAdnihotri andVina Majumdar locates
women within the complex Indian socio-political structures, and traces how women
responded to violence, fundamentalism, communalism, and other sweeping changes in
socio-political as well as economic policies (1970s-1990s). In Chapter 9, Rajni Palriwala
analyses the action strategies of the women spearhdatiddowry Movement in Delhi
(1980-85). Her study reflects how the anti-dowry collective actions created new social and
political spaces for women. Chapter 10 by Ma#ihar Chen analyses how SEANSelf-
EmployedWomens Association) pushes for structural changes in informal economy by
combining two strategies, union style and campaign mode. Drawing inspiration from the
Gandhian vision and values, SBV8uccessfully agyanized and strategized development
services for women in informal econopthien gradually establish national and global
networks of sister institutions and thus, became a moveiemt.case of seeking inter
generational equityPhilip G Altbach traces transformation of student activism from colonial
to post-colonial India in Chaptetlland in Chapter 1Z.K. Oommen gives a political
analysis of the productive and coercive powers of youth/students which they often exerts
through mobilisations and protests.

Third section deals with ecological and environmental movements in India. This
section shows that ecological/environmental movements strives to provide security to future
generation thereby pursuing irgenerational equityn Chapter 13; through her analysis of
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the Chipko movementandana Shiva points out that grass-roots ecological struggle in local
fronts can have global implications as they are linked with the global issues of peace and
justice. Chapter 14 by Ranijit Dwivedi critically studies a campaignh march knowatsa'Y
which is being organized by conglomerate of NGOs, conservation groups, grass-root
organisations and environmentalistsath@’ critically assess the fidial/governmental
conservation policies and practices; then, it initiates dialogue and evolve new strategies of
conservation. Lastly in Chapter 15; while looking for a viable policy option for sustainable
developmenfl.K. Oommen raises some theoretical and practical questions on displacement
issues. He first identifies the trajectories of protest movements against development project
induced displacements; then, gives policy suggestions after analyzing the Narmada Bachao
Andolan. He endorses technology pluralism to mitigate displacement and other allied
problems caused by dam construction and rapid industrialization.

While introducing the issue of securithe editor identifies violent physical acts
of organized non-state-actors as the main concern for rising security issue in India, but
there is hardly in study of such kind in this volume. Even though the title pledges to discuss
various dimensions of security like militargolitical, economic, socio-cultural, and
environment; there is not a single study on collective mobilisations against ramifications
of adverse military presence in this voluMéhile talking about the security issue generated
by violent-non-state actors, the editor has asserted that there is no condertddaf
civil society to combat this; thus no manifestation of social movement against non-state
actors. Such a claim calls for further scrutiny as we can see some collective actions against
terrorists/ insugent groups in some parts of Indidthough out of the fifteen Chapters,
only two are being published for the first time; the book under review strategically has
dealt the various contentious issues of equality and seanigrsing the editts agument
that ontological equality which promised equality of opportunity is useless if equality of
condition doesrt’prevail. Howeverit is also palpably true that even equality of condition
cannot assure promised equalityis being agued that inequality becomes legitimate or
tends to be accepted as legitimate if it is the outcome of hard work or merit, obviously after
providing equality of opportunity and condition to all. So, all the Chapters in this book
ascertain that the motivational force behind most of the contemporary social movements in
India is equity rather than equalifyhe book under review corroborates that a measure like
affirmative action to ensure equity will correspondingly entail the exclusion of those in
advantaged/creamy layer from the purview of certain policies sometimes creating discontents
among collectivities experiencing upward mobility as well as downward mohsityghtly
argued by the editgrthe contentious issue of equity is not only confined to a single
collectivity, but it is a concern for collectivities like class, genthiive, and age groups,
etc.
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